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Call to Home: African Americans Reclaim the Rural South

The call to home resonates deeply within the African American community,

particularly as a growing movement
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nurtured their ancestors. This article

explores the significance of this movement, the challenges faced, and the
potential for a new era of empowerment and growth.

Historical Context

Understanding the current movement

requires a look back at the historical

context that has shaped the African American experience in the rural South.

The Legacy of Slavery

The rural South was the heart of slavery in America, where plantations
dominated the landscape and African Americans were forced to labor under
brutal conditions. This legacy created a deep-seated connection to the land,
as it fostered both suffering and resilience.

- Plantations and Communities: Enslaved individuals often formed close-knit
communities, creating a sense of belonging and cultural identity amidst

oppression.

- Cultural Practices: Many traditions, such as music, storytelling, and
agriculture, have roots in this period, influencing modern African American

culture.

The Great Migration

From the early 20th century until the 1970s, millions of African Americans
left the rural South in search of better opportunities in northern and

western cities.

- Push Factors: Economic hardship,
education drove families away.

racial violence, and limited access to



- Impact on Rural Communities: The exodus resulted in significant demographic
changes, leading to abandoned farms, declining populations, and eroded
cultural ties.

The Modern Movement: Reclaiming the Rural South

In recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest in the rural South
among African Americans. This movement is characterized by a desire to
reconnect with ancestral lands, revive cultural practices, and build
sustainable communities.

Reasons Behind the Movement

Several factors motivate African Americans to reclaim the rural South:

1. Cultural Heritage: Many people seek to preserve and celebrate their
cultural identity by returning to the areas where their ancestors lived.

2. Economic Opportunities: The rise of agribusiness, eco-tourism, and local
markets presents new economic possibilities in rural areas.

3. Quality of Life: The rural South offers a slower pace of life, natural
beauty, and stronger community ties, which appeal to many who are
disillusioned with urban living.

Key Initiatives and Organizations

Various organizations and initiatives are playing critical roles in this
movement:

- Black Farmers Association (BFA): This group advocates for the rights and
resources of Black farmers, providing support for sustainable agricultural
practices and land ownership.

- Southern Rural Black Women’'s Initiative: This initiative focuses on
empowering Black women in rural communities through leadership development
and economic opportunities.

- Community Land Trusts: These organizations work to secure land for African
Americans, ensuring long-term access and ownership.

Challenges Faced in Reclamation

While the call to home is inspiring, various challenges complicate the
movement.



Economic Barriers

- Access to Capital: Many potential returnees struggle to secure funding for
land purchases or business ventures due to systemic inequalities.

- Job Opportunities: Limited job prospects in rural areas can deter
individuals from moving back, necessitating a focus on creating sustainable
employment.

Social and Cultural Barriers

- Community Resistance: Some rural communities may be resistant to new
arrivals, fearing changes to their established way of life.

- Cultural Disconnection: Younger generations may feel disconnected from the
cultural practices and histories of their ancestors, complicating efforts to
reclaim these identities.

Success Stories and Models of Resilience

Despite the challenges, there are numerous success stories of individuals and
communities who have successfully reclaimed their roots in the rural South.

Case Study: The Black Belt Region of Alabama

The Black Belt, known for its rich soil and deep African American history,
has seen a resurgence as locals work to revitalize the area.

- Agricultural Cooperatives: Farmers have banded together to form
cooperatives, sharing resources and knowledge to increase productivity and
market access.

- Cultural Festivals: Events celebrating African American culture, history,
and food have attracted visitors and fostered community pride.

Case Study: The Mississippi Delta

The Mississippi Delta is another area where African Americans are reclaiming
their heritage and land.

- Art and Music Initiatives: Local artists and musicians are using their
talents to draw attention to the region's cultural significance, creating new
economic opportunities.

- Sustainable Farming Projects: Community gardens and sustainable farming
practices are gaining traction, promoting food security and environmental



stewardship.

The Future of the Movement

The call to home represents a powerful opportunity for African Americans to
reclaim their heritage and reshape the narrative of the rural South.

Potential for Economic Development

With a focus on sustainable practices, the movement could lead to:

- Revitalization of Local Economies: By supporting local businesses and
farms, communities can create jobs and stimulate economic growth.

- Increased Investment: As awareness grows, more investors may be drawn to
the potential of the rural South, fostering development and innovation.

Strengthening Community Bonds

Reconnecting with the rural South can also strengthen community ties:

- Intergenerational Knowledge Transfer: The movement encourages the sharing
of traditional knowledge and practices, ensuring cultural continuity.

- Building Alliances: Collaborative efforts among returnees, long-time
residents, and local organizations can lead to stronger, more resilient
communities.

Conclusion

The call to home is more than a movement; it is a profound journey of
rediscovery and reclamation for African Americans in the rural South. By
embracing their heritage, fostering economic development, and strengthening
community bonds, individuals are beginning to rewrite the narrative of their
past while building a hopeful future. As this movement continues to grow, it
serves as a testament to the enduring strength and resilience of African
American communities, reminding us all of the deep connections that bind us
to our roots.

Frequently Asked Questions



What does 'Call to Home' signify for African
Americans in the rural South?

'Call to Home' represents a movement encouraging African Americans to
reconnect with their ancestral roots in the rural South, embracing their
heritage, reclaiming historical lands, and revitalizing communities that have
been neglected for generations.

What challenges do African Americans face when
reclaiming rural areas in the South?

Challenges include systemic racism, economic disparities, lack of access to
resources, land ownership issues, and the need for infrastructure
improvements in these regions, making it difficult for communities to thrive.

How can the younger generations contribute to the
'Call to Home' initiative?

Younger generations can contribute by engaging in community organizing,
utilizing social media to raise awareness, participating in local
agricultural initiatives, and promoting cultural events that highlight the
significance of their heritage.

What role do historical narratives play in the 'Call
to Home' movement?

Historical narratives are crucial as they provide context to the struggles
and achievements of African Americans in the South. By understanding their
history, communities can foster a sense of identity and purpose, encouraging
collective action to reclaim their rights and land.

What impact does the 'Call to Home' movement have on
local economies?

The movement can revitalize local economies by promoting sustainable
agriculture, creating jobs, attracting tourism focused on cultural heritage,
and encouraging investment in community infrastructure, ultimately leading to
greater economic stability.
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