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The third installment of the beloved Enchanted Forest Chronicles, titled
Calling on Dragons, continues Patricia C. Wrede's enchanting tale that
captivates readers with its blend of adventure, humor, and rich fantasy
elements. This novel builds upon the foundation laid in the previous books,
expanding the lore of the magical Enchanted Forest and its fascinating
inhabitants, while also introducing new characters and challenges. In this
article, we will delve into the plot, characters, themes, and the
significance of Calling on Dragons within the larger context of the series.

Plot Overview

Calling on Dragons picks up where the previous novel, Searching for Dragons,
left off. The story centers on the protagonist, Cimorene, a headstrong
princess who defies the traditional expectations of her royal status. After
establishing her independence and forming a bond with the dragon Kazul,
Cimorene finds herself in a new adventure filled with intrigue and peril.

The narrative begins with Cimorene and Kazul dealing with the aftermath of a
brewing conflict between dragons and the powerful wizard, Morwen. The dragons
are being threatened by Morwen's schemes to usurp their power, and Cimorene’s
unique position as a princess with dragon ties makes her an essential player
in this unfolding drama.

As the plot develops, Cimorene must navigate diplomatic tensions among
various magical beings, including wizards, enchanted creatures, and, of
course, dragons. The stakes rise when the balance of power within the

Enchanted Forest is threatened, compelling Cimorene to seek allies and devise
clever strategies to confront the impending danger.

Main Characters

The characters in Calling on Dragons are richly developed, each contributing
to the story's depth and intrigue:

Cimorene

As the main protagonist, Cimorene is a strong-willed and resourceful



character. Her growth throughout the series becomes apparent as she takes on
leadership roles and confronts challenges head-on. In this installment, she
demonstrates her fierce loyalty to her dragon friends and her determination
to protect the Enchanted Forest.

Kazul

Kazul, the dragon who has become Cimorene's close companion, plays a pivotal
role in the story. His wisdom and strength complement Cimorene's courage, and
together they navigate the complexities of their world. Kazul represents the
age-old bond between dragons and their allies, which is central to the
story's themes.

Morwen

Morwen, the cunning wizard, serves as the primary antagonist. His ambitions
pose a significant threat to the dragons, and his character embodies the
darker aspects of magic and power. Morwen’s motivations are explored in
depth, revealing the complexities behind his villainy.

Supporting Characters

The novel also introduces a cast of supporting characters, including:

1. The other dragons: Each dragon has its unique personality and traits,
contributing to the dynamics of the dragon community.

2. Cimorene’s family: They represent the traditional expectations of royalty,
providing a stark contrast to Cimorene's adventurous spirit.

3. Enchanted creatures: Various magical beings add richness to the world,
each with their quirks and roles in the unfolding drama.

Themes and Motifs

Calling on Dragons explores several themes that resonate throughout the
narrative, enriching the reader's experience.

Empowerment and Identity

Cimorene’s journey is one of empowerment. She defies societal norms,
challenging the notion of what a princess can be. Her journey reflects a
strong message about finding one’s identity and strength, encouraging readers



to embrace their true selves despite external pressures.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bonds between Cimorene and her friends, particularly Kazul, reflect the
importance of loyalty and friendship. Throughout the story, they face trials
that test their commitment to each other, reinforcing the idea that true
friendship can overcome adversity.

The Nature of Power

The conflict between dragons and Morwen highlights the complexities of power
and ambition. Morwen’s desire for control contrasts sharply with the dragons’
more communal and respectful approach to power. This theme invites readers to
consider the implications of ambition and the responsibilities that come with
power.

World-Building and Lore

Wrede’s imaginative world-building is one of the hallmarks of Calling on
Dragons. The Enchanted Forest is a vibrant and dynamic setting, filled with
various magical creatures, enchanted locations, and intricate rules governing
magic and power.

Enchanted Forest

The Enchanted Forest serves as a character in its own right, with its diverse
ecosystems and inhabitants. From talking animals to mischievous fairies, the
forest is alive with magic. Wrede’s descriptive prose allows readers to
vividly imagine the setting, immersing them in its wonders and dangers.

Dragons and Their Society

The portrayal of dragons in the novel is both traditional and innovative.
Wrede presents dragons as wise and noble beings, capable of both great
strength and deep compassion. Their society operates on principles of mutual
respect and loyalty, contrasting sharply with the often self-serving nature
of wizards like Morwen.



Significance in the Series

Calling on Dragons is a pivotal book in The Enchanted Forest Chronicles, not
only advancing the plot but also deepening the reader's understanding of the
characters and the magical world. The themes explored in this book resonate
with the larger narrative, setting the stage for the subsequent adventures
that Cimorene and her friends will face.

Continuation of Themes

The themes of empowerment, friendship, and the nature of power are not only
relevant to this book but also tie back to the previous installments, making
it a crucial link in the series. Readers see how characters evolve and how
their relationships grow, creating a sense of continuity and progression.

Foundation for Future Adventures

This installment lays the groundwork for future conflicts and resolutions,
particularly regarding the ongoing struggles between magical beings and the
threats they face. It creates anticipation for what lies ahead, keeping
readers engaged and eager for the next chapter in Cimorene's journey.

Conclusion

Calling on Dragons is a masterful addition to Patricia C. Wrede's Enchanted
Forest Chronicles. With its captivating plot, rich character development, and
profound themes, it offers readers an immersive experience filled with
adventure and magic. The novel not only entertains but also imparts valuable
lessons about empowerment, loyalty, and the complexities of power. As
Cimorene continues her journey, readers are left eagerly awaiting the next
installment, ready to explore more of the enchanting world that Wrede has
created.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Calling on Dragons' in
The Enchanted Forest Chronicles?

The main theme of 'Calling on Dragons' revolves around friendship, courage,
and the importance of understanding one’s true self while navigating the
challenges of responsibility and adventure.



Who are the central characters in 'Calling on
Dragons'?

The central characters include Princess Cimorene, the dragon Kazul, and the
wizard Morwen, along with various other enchanted creatures that populate the
forest.

How does the plot of 'Calling on Dragons' differ
from the previous books in the series?

In 'Calling on Dragons', the plot focuses more on the dynamics between
dragons and humans, exploring themes of alliance and conflict, whereas
earlier books primarily concentrated on Cimorene's personal journey and her
defiance of traditional princess roles.

What new magical elements are introduced in 'Calling
on Dragons'?

New magical elements include unique spells, different varieties of dragons,
and the introduction of a more complex political landscape within the
enchanted forest that affects all magical creatures.

What challenges do the characters face in 'Calling
on Dragons'?

The characters face challenges such as battling against a new threat that
endangers both dragons and humans, unraveling mysterious enchantments, and
navigating their own interpersonal conflicts.

How does 'Calling on Dragons' explore the concept of
friendship?

The book explores friendship through the teamwork and loyalty displayed by
Cimorene and her allies as they confront obstacles together, highlighting the
importance of trust and support in overcoming adversity.

What role does humor play in 'Calling on Dragons'?

Humor plays a significant role in 'Calling on Dragons', providing levity to
tense situations and showcasing the quirky personalities of various
characters, which enhances the overall charm of the narrative.

What is the significance of the title 'Calling on
Dragons'?

The title 'Calling on Dragons' signifies the act of summoning not just the
physical dragons, but also the inner strength and courage of the characters,



emphasizing their reliance on one another and the bonds formed through their
adventures.
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