
can i become a paralegal with a
political science degree

Can I become a paralegal with a political science degree? This is a question
many individuals contemplating a career in the legal field often ask. A
political science degree provides a solid foundation for understanding the
law, government, and public policy, making it an attractive option for
aspiring paralegals. In this article, we will explore the role of a
paralegal, the relevance of a political science degree, and the steps
necessary to embark on this rewarding career.

Understanding the Role of a Paralegal

Paralegals are essential members of the legal team, providing support to
lawyers and helping ensure the efficient operation of law firms and legal
departments. They perform a variety of tasks that can include:

Conducting legal research

Drafting legal documents and correspondence

Maintaining case files and documentation

Interviewing clients and witnesses

Assisting lawyers in trial preparation

While paralegals cannot represent clients in court or give legal advice,
their support is crucial for the effective functioning of the legal system.
The role of a paralegal is diverse, and their skills are applicable in
various sectors, including private law firms, corporate legal departments,
and government agencies.

Relevance of a Political Science Degree

A political science degree can be a strong asset for those pursuing a career
as a paralegal. Here are some key points that highlight the relevance:

1. Understanding of Legal Systems

Political science programs delve into the structure and function of
government institutions, legal systems, and the principles of law. This
foundational knowledge enables graduates to better understand the context in
which legal issues arise, making them more effective in their roles as
paralegals.



2. Research and Analytical Skills

Political science studies often emphasize critical thinking, research
methodologies, and data analysis. These skills are directly transferable to
paralegal work, where thorough legal research and the ability to analyze
complex information are essential.

3. Communication Skills

A political science curriculum typically includes a focus on writing and
verbal communication. Paralegals must be proficient in drafting clear legal
documents and communicating effectively with clients, lawyers, and court
personnel. The emphasis on communication in political science programs
prepares graduates for these tasks.

4. Knowledge of Public Policy

Many paralegals work in areas related to public policy, such as family law,
immigration, or environmental law. A background in political science can
provide valuable insights into how public policy is formulated and its impact
on the legal landscape.

Steps to Become a Paralegal with a Political
Science Degree

If you hold a political science degree and are interested in becoming a
paralegal, here are the steps you should take:

1. Research Paralegal Programs

While a political science degree provides a solid foundation, it may be
beneficial to pursue a paralegal studies program. Research various programs
to find one that aligns with your career goals. Options include:

Certificate programs (short-term)

Associate degree in paralegal studies

Bachelor’s degree in paralegal studies

Many community colleges and universities offer these programs, often
available online for added flexibility.



2. Gain Relevant Experience

Experience in the legal field can significantly enhance your employability as
a paralegal. Consider seeking internships or entry-level positions in law
firms, government agencies, or corporate legal departments. This experience
will not only strengthen your resume but also help you build valuable
connections in the industry.

3. Obtain Certification (Optional but Recommended)

While certification is not always required, obtaining a paralegal
certification can improve job prospects and demonstrate your commitment to
the profession. Organizations such as the National Association of Legal
Assistants (NALA) offer certification programs. Research the requirements and
consider pursuing certification once you have completed your paralegal
studies.

4. Develop Technological Proficiency

In today’s legal landscape, proficiency in technology is essential.
Paralegals often use legal research databases, case management software, and
other digital tools. Enhance your technical skills by participating in
workshops or online courses that focus on legal technology.

5. Network with Legal Professionals

Networking can open doors to job opportunities and provide valuable insights
into the paralegal profession. Attend legal seminars, join professional
organizations, and connect with alumni from your political science program.
Building relationships within the legal community can lead to job leads and
mentorship opportunities.

Job Outlook and Salary Expectations

The job outlook for paralegals is favorable. According to the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics (BLS), employment for paralegals is projected to grow by 12%
from 2020 to 2030, which is faster than the average for all occupations. This
growth can be attributed to the increasing demand for legal services as well
as the rising need for cost-effective legal support.

In terms of salary, paralegals can expect to earn a competitive wage. As of
May 2020, the median annual wage for paralegals and legal assistants in the
United States was approximately $52,920. Factors such as location,
experience, and specialization can influence earning potential.

Conclusion



In conclusion, the answer to the question, “Can I become a paralegal with a
political science degree?” is a resounding yes. A political science degree
equips graduates with critical thinking, research, and communication skills
that are highly relevant to the paralegal profession. By pursuing additional
paralegal studies and gaining practical experience, political science
graduates can successfully transition into this rewarding career path.

If you are passionate about the law and enjoy supporting legal professionals,
becoming a paralegal may be an excellent choice for you. With dedication and
the right preparation, you can leverage your political science background to
build a fulfilling career in the legal field.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I become a paralegal with a political science
degree?

Yes, a political science degree provides a solid foundation for a career as a
paralegal, as it covers relevant topics such as law, government structures,
and critical thinking.

What additional qualifications do I need to become a
paralegal with a political science degree?

While a political science degree is beneficial, many employers prefer
candidates with a paralegal certificate or specific legal training.
Completing a paralegal studies program can enhance your qualifications.

Are there specific skills from a political science
degree that are useful for a paralegal?

Yes, skills such as research, writing, analytical thinking, and understanding
of legal terminology are highly valuable for paralegals.

How can I gain practical experience as a paralegal
with a political science background?

You can gain practical experience through internships at law firms,
volunteering in legal aid organizations, or participating in law-related
student organizations during your studies.

What is the job outlook for paralegals with a
political science degree?

The job outlook for paralegals is positive, with a projected growth rate that
reflects the increasing need for legal support in various sectors.

Can I advance my career as a paralegal with just a
political science degree?

Yes, while entry-level positions may require only a degree, pursuing



additional certifications or specialized training can lead to career
advancement opportunities.

What types of law firms hire paralegals with
political science degrees?

Paralegals with political science degrees can work in various settings,
including law firms specializing in public policy, civil rights, criminal
law, and corporate law.

Is online paralegal training available for political
science graduates?

Yes, many institutions offer online paralegal training programs that can be
completed while working or studying, making it accessible for political
science graduates.

What should I highlight on my resume as a political
science graduate applying for paralegal positions?

Highlight relevant coursework, internships, research projects, writing
samples, and any experience that demonstrates your understanding of legal
concepts and your analytical skills.
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