
can t you make them behave king george
Can’t you make them behave, King George? This famous line springs from the musical
"Hamilton," which has captivated audiences worldwide with its innovative storytelling and
compelling portrayal of historical figures. The phrase encapsulates the frustration of
British King George III as he grapples with the rebellious colonies in America. This article
explores the significance of this line, the context of the musical, and the historical
background of King George III’s reign, as well as its implications in contemporary
discussions about authority and governance.

The Musical Context: Hamilton

Overview of Hamilton

"Hamilton," created by Lin-Manuel Miranda, debuted in 2015 and quickly became a
cultural phenomenon. The musical tells the story of Alexander Hamilton, one of America's
Founding Fathers, through a diverse cast and a unique blend of hip-hop, R&B, and
traditional musical styles. The character of King George III, portrayed by Jonathan Groff,
is depicted as a comical yet menacing figure who struggles to maintain control over the
American colonies.

The Meaning Behind the Line

The line "Can’t you make them behave, King George?" reflects the king's exasperation
with the American colonies' defiance. It highlights the themes of authority, rebellion, and
the struggle for independence. As the colonies seek self-governance, King George's
frustration serves as a reminder of the challenges faced by those in power when
confronted with dissent.

Historical Background: King George III

The Life of King George III

King George III ascended the throne in 1760 and ruled for nearly six decades. His reign
was marked by significant events, including the Seven Years' War, the American
Revolution, and various domestic challenges. Understanding his reign provides context for
the conflicts that arose with the American colonies.



Colonial Tensions

By the mid-18th century, tensions between Great Britain and its American colonies were
escalating. Several factors contributed to this unrest, including:

Taxation Without Representation: The British government imposed taxes such as
the Stamp Act and Townshend Acts, inciting anger among colonists who felt they had
no representation in Parliament.

The Boston Tea Party: In 1773, colonists protested against the Tea Act by dumping
British tea into Boston Harbor, further straining relations.

The Intolerable Acts: In response to colonial resistance, Britain implemented
punitive measures that further alienated the colonies.

These events culminated in the outbreak of the American Revolution, where the colonies
fought for independence from British rule.

Thematic Analysis

Authority and Rebellion

The line "Can’t you make them behave, King George?" serves as a poignant reflection of
the struggle between authority and rebellion. It raises questions about the nature of power
and governance. Throughout history, rulers have tried to exert control over their subjects,
often leading to conflict when those subjects resist.

In the case of King George III, his attempts to maintain authority over the colonies were
met with increasing resistance, ultimately leading to his loss of power. This theme
resonates in various contexts today, where authority figures grapple with dissent and
challenge.

Historical vs. Contemporary Leadership

The challenges faced by King George III can be paralleled with contemporary leadership
issues. Leaders worldwide often encounter opposition from their constituents, whether it’s
due to unpopular policies or perceived injustices. This begs the question:

How should leaders balance authority and the needs of the people?



What can history teach us about effective governance?

Are there modern-day equivalents of King George III and the rebellious colonies?

Examining these questions can provide insights into the dynamics of power and resistance
that persist in modern societies.

Impact of the Musical on Popular Culture

Reviving Interest in History

"Hamilton" has played a significant role in revitalizing interest in American history,
particularly the Revolutionary War and its key figures. The musical's innovative approach
to storytelling has made historical events more accessible and engaging for a diverse
audience. As a result, many people have sought to learn more about this period, King
George III, and the complexities of the American Revolution.

Cultural Conversations

The themes explored in "Hamilton" have sparked important cultural conversations about
race, representation, and the legacy of American democracy. The casting of actors of color
in the roles of historical figures has challenged traditional narratives and opened
discussions about who gets to tell history.

Moreover, the character of King George III, often portrayed in a humorous light, serves as
a vehicle for exploring serious themes related to governance and authority, encouraging
audiences to reflect on contemporary issues of leadership and power.

Conclusion: Lessons from King George III

In conclusion, the line "Can’t you make them behave, King George?" encapsulates the
frustration of a ruler struggling to maintain control over a rebellious populace. Through
the lens of "Hamilton," we are reminded of the complexities of authority, the inevitability
of dissent, and the historical significance of the American Revolution. King George III’s
reign serves as a cautionary tale for modern leaders about the importance of
understanding and addressing the concerns of their constituents.

As we continue to grapple with issues of governance and authority in our own time, the
lessons from King George III's experience remain relevant. By examining both historical
and contemporary power dynamics, we can better understand the ongoing struggle
between authority and rebellion that defines human society.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the song 'What, Do You Want
Me to Say?' from the musical Hamilton?
The song explores themes of power, control, and the struggle for independence,
particularly through the lens of King George III's perspective on the American colonies.

How does King George III's character contribute to the
overall narrative of Hamilton?
King George III serves as a comedic antagonist, providing a contrasting viewpoint to the
revolutionaries and highlighting the absurdity of colonial expectations.

What historical context is important to understand King
George III's behavior in the musical?
Understanding the American Revolution and the tensions between Britain and its colonies
is crucial, as it shapes King George III's reactions and attitudes towards the colonists'
demands.

What musical elements characterize King George III's
songs in Hamilton?
King George III's songs feature a distinctive, quirky pop style, with catchy melodies and a
tongue-in-cheek delivery that enhances his comedic yet authoritative persona.

Why do some fans find King George III's character
relatable despite being a historical villain?
Fans often find elements of humor and vulnerability in King George III's character, making
him relatable as he grapples with the loss of control over the colonies.

How does King George III's demeanor change
throughout Hamilton?
Initially, he is confident and mocking, but as the story progresses and he realizes he is
losing the colonies, his demeanor shifts to one of desperation and frustration.

What role does irony play in King George III's portrayal
in Hamilton?
Irony is prevalent in King George III's portrayal; his humorous songs contrast sharply with
the serious consequences of his decisions, highlighting the absurdity of his perspective.



How do audiences react to King George III's songs
during performances of Hamilton?
Audiences often respond with laughter and applause, appreciating the clever lyrics and
the character's flamboyant stage presence.

What lessons can be drawn from King George III's
interactions with the American colonies in Hamilton?
The interactions illustrate the importance of listening to and respecting the voices of those
you govern, as well as the dangers of underestimating dissent.
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