canadian twelve days of christmas

Canadian Twelve Days of Christmas is a festive adaptation of the traditional
Christmas carol "The Twelve Days of Christmas." This unique Canadian version
celebrates the country's rich cultural heritage and diversity while also
incorporating elements of Canadian life and environment. In this article, we
will explore the origins of the song, the Canadian adaptation, and the
significance of its themes, as well as various ways Canadians celebrate
during the holiday season.

Origins of the Twelve Days of Christmas

The original "The Twelve Days of Christmas" is a popular English Christmas
carol that dates back to the 18th century. The song describes a series of
increasingly extravagant gifts given on each of the twelve days of Christmas,
which traditionally begins on December 25 and ends on January 5. The gifts
are cumulative, meaning each verse builds upon the previous one, creating a
whimsical and memorable melody.

The song has seen numerous adaptations and parodies over the years, making it
a staple of holiday music. The twelve days themselves are steeped in
Christian tradition, marking the time between the birth of Jesus and the
arrival of the Magi.

The Canadian Adaptation

The Canadian version of "The Twelve Days of Christmas" takes the traditional
song and infuses it with distinctly Canadian themes, characters, and symbols.
This adaptation not only showcases the country's unique culture but also
serves as a fun way to celebrate Canada during the holiday season.

Gift List of the Canadian Twelve Days of Christmas

In the Canadian adaptation, the gifts reflect the natural beauty, wildlife,
and cultural elements of Canada. Here is how the gifts might be reimagined:

1. On the first day of Christmas, my true love gave to me:
- A partridge in a pear tree (symbolizing nature, representing the Canadian
wilderness)

2. On the second day of Christmas, my true love gave to me:
- Two beavers (Canada's national animal)



3. On the third day of Christmas, my true love gave to me:
Three French horns (a nod to Canada's French-speaking population)

4. On the fourth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me:
Four calling birds (a reminder of the many migratory birds found in Canada)

5. On the fifth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me:
Five golden maple leaves (symbolizing Canada’s national symbol, the maple
leaf)

6. On the sixth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me:
- Six geese a-laying (representing the numerous lakes and waterways in
Canada)

7. On the seventh day of Christmas, my true love gave to me:
Seven swans a-swimming (referencing the beautiful lakes and rivers)

8. On the eighth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me:
Eight maids a-milking (symbolizing the farming culture in Canada)

9. On the ninth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me:
Nine ladies dancing (representing the vibrant arts and culture scene)

10. On the tenth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me:
- Ten pipers piping (referencing the traditional music of Canada)

11. On the eleventh day of Christmas, my true love gave to me:
- Eleven lords a-leaping (celebrating the spirit of sport and competition)

12. On the twelfth day of Christmas, my true love gave to me:
- Twelve drummers drumming (symbolizing the festive spirit of Canadian
celebrations)

Significance of the Canadian Twelve Days of
Christmas

The Canadian Twelve Days of Christmas represents more than just a fun holiday
song. It highlights the following aspects of Canadian culture and values:

Cultural Diversity

Canada is renowned for its multicultural landscape, and the Canadian
adaptation of the song reflects this. By incorporating elements from various
cultural backgrounds, the song fosters an appreciation for the diversity that
makes Canada unique.



Nature and Wildlife

The gifts in the Canadian Twelve Days of Christmas emphasize the natural

beauty of Canada, celebrating its vast landscapes, forests, and wildlife.
This focus on nature encourages Canadians to appreciate and protect their
environment.

Community and Togetherness

The spirit of giving and community is at the heart of the holiday season. The
Canadian adaptation brings people together to sing, laugh, and celebrate
their shared identity, fostering a sense of belonging and connection.

How Canadians Celebrate the Twelve Days of
Christmas

The holiday season in Canada is filled with various traditions and
celebrations, many of which align with the themes of the Canadian Twelve Days
of Christmas. Here are some popular ways Canadians observe the festive
season:

Festive Gatherings

Canadians often host family and friends for holiday gatherings, where the
Canadian Twelve Days of Christmas may be sung. These events are filled with
laughter, joy, and festive foods, creating lasting memories.

Community Events

Many communities across Canada organize events during the twelve days,
including Christmas markets, parades, and concerts. These events celebrate
local culture and encourage residents to come together in the spirit of the
season.

Volunteerism and Giving Back

The holiday season is also a time for giving back. Many Canadians participate
in charity events, food drives, and community service, embodying the true
spirit of Christmas by helping those in need.



Canadian Holiday Traditions

In addition to the Twelve Days of Christmas, Canadians have their own unique
holiday customs, such as:

- Celebrating Christmas on December 25: Like many cultures, Canadians
celebrate Christmas with family gatherings, gift-giving, and festive meals.
- Observing Boxing Day: The day after Christmas, known as Boxing Day, 1is a
public holiday in Canada, often associated with shopping sales and sporting
events.

- Making and Sharing Treats: Many Canadians enjoy baking traditional holiday
treats, sharing them with neighbors and friends.

- Qutdoor Activities: With its snowy winters, Canada offers a variety of
outdoor activities during the holiday season, such as ice skating, skiing,
and snowshoeing.

Conclusion

The Canadian Twelve Days of Christmas is a delightful adaptation of a beloved
holiday classic, celebrating the rich tapestry of Canadian culture, nature,
and community. Through its unique gifts and themes, it fosters a sense of
belonging and appreciation for the diverse and beautiful country that is
Canada. As Canadians come together to sing and celebrate, they create lasting
memories and uphold traditions that will be passed down through generations.
This holiday season, whether through song, gathering, or giving back,
Canadians can embrace the spirit of the Twelve Days of Christmas and cherish
the connections that unite them.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Canadian Twelve Days of Christmas'?

The 'Canadian Twelve Days of Christmas' is a festive variation of the
traditional 'Twelve Days of Christmas' song, featuring gifts that reflect
Canadian culture, wildlife, and heritage.

How does the Canadian version differ from the
original?

The Canadian version replaces gifts with items that are uniquely Canadian,
such as 'six geese a-laying' could be 'six beavers building', highlighting
local fauna and customs.



Are there any popular performances of the Canadian
Twelve Days of Christmas?

Yes, various Canadian artists and choirs perform adaptations of the song
during the holiday season, often incorporating Canadian themes and humor into
their renditions.

What are some examples of gifts in the Canadian
version?

Examples include 'two loons a-laying', 'three mounties marching', and 'four
caribou crossing', each representing elements of Canadian wildlife and
national symbols.

Is the 'Canadian Twelve Days of Christmas'
celebrated in any specific region?

While it is enjoyed across Canada, it may be particularly popular in
communities that emphasize local traditions and heritage during the Christmas
season.

How can one participate in the Canadian Twelve Days
of Christmas celebration?

People can participate by learning the song, joining local performances, or
creating their own versions that celebrate Canadian culture and sharing them
with friends and family.
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