
casa monica hotel st augustine history
Casa Monica Hotel St. Augustine stands as a testament to the rich history and architectural grandeur
of St. Augustine, Florida. With its origins dating back to the late 19th century, this historic hotel has
played a significant role in the cultural and social fabric of the area. Its Moorish Revival architecture,
luxurious accommodations, and storied past attract visitors from around the globe, making it a
prominent fixture in the nation's oldest city.

Historical Background

The Founding of Casa Monica

The Casa Monica Hotel was originally built in 1888 by the prominent architect Franklin W. Smith. It
was commissioned by the wealthy hotelier and businessman, Henry Flagler, who recognized the
potential of St. Augustine as a winter resort. Flagler had already made a name for himself in the hotel
industry with the construction of the Ponce de Leon Hotel and other lavish establishments in Florida.

- Construction Timeline:
- 1885: Plans for a new hotel in St. Augustine are conceived.
- 1888: Casa Monica opens its doors to guests, featuring 170 rooms.
- 1962: The hotel closes due to financial difficulties.

The hotel was designed in a unique Moorish Revival style, characterized by its intricate tile work,
arched doorways, and grand towers. This architectural choice was influenced by the Spanish heritage
of the region, and Casa Monica quickly became a popular destination for affluent travelers seeking
luxury and elegance.

Early Years and Popularity

Upon its opening, Casa Monica was a hub of social activity, attracting the elite of the time. Guests
included notable figures such as President Theodore Roosevelt, who visited in 1905, and many
wealthy families from the North. The hotel boasted amenities that were cutting-edge for the time,
including:

- A grand ballroom for social gatherings
- A rooftop terrace with stunning views
- An extensive dining room serving gourmet cuisine

As the hotel flourished, it became synonymous with luxury and exclusivity, hosting lavish parties,
events, and weddings. The hotel remained a focal point for visitors exploring the historical and
cultural offerings of St. Augustine.



The Decline and Restoration

Challenges of the 20th Century

Despite its early success, Casa Monica faced numerous challenges throughout the 20th century. By
the 1960s, the hotel had fallen into disrepair, and in 1962, it was forced to close its doors. The decline
of the hotel mirrored the broader struggles of St. Augustine as a tourist destination during this period.

- Factors Leading to Decline:
- Increased competition from newer hotels and resorts
- Changes in travel patterns and preferences
- Economic downturns affecting the tourism industry

For several years, Casa Monica lay dormant, its beautiful architecture slowly deteriorating. The once-
vibrant hotel was a shadow of its former self, and many feared that it would be lost to history forever.

Restoration Efforts

In the early 1990s, a group of investors recognized the historical significance of Casa Monica and took
on the ambitious task of restoring the hotel to its former glory. These efforts were guided by a
commitment to preserve the architectural integrity of the building while updating its facilities to meet
modern standards.

- Key Restoration Highlights:
- Extensive renovations to restore original features
- Upgrades to guest rooms and public spaces
- Incorporation of modern amenities while retaining historic charm

By 1999, after years of hard work and dedication, Casa Monica reopened its doors as a boutique hotel
under the Marriott Autograph Collection brand. The restoration not only breathed new life into the
building but also revitalized the surrounding area, attracting tourists and locals alike.

Architectural Significance

Moorish Revival Design

The architectural style of Casa Monica is one of its most defining features. The Moorish Revival design
draws inspiration from the art and architecture of Spain, particularly from the Islamic influences that
shaped the region during the Middle Ages. Key elements of this style found in Casa Monica include:

- Intricate Tile Work: The hotel showcases stunning tile mosaics that reflect the colors and patterns of
Moorish design.



- Arched Doorways: The grand entrance and various interior spaces feature elegant arches, adding to
the overall grandeur of the hotel.
- Towering Spires: The distinctive towers and turrets create a dramatic skyline, making Casa Monica a
recognizable landmark in St. Augustine.

The careful attention to detail in the restoration process has allowed visitors to experience the hotel's
original beauty while enjoying modern comforts.

Modern Amenities

Today, Casa Monica Hotel has successfully blended its historic charm with contemporary luxury.
Guests can enjoy a range of amenities that enhance their experience while still appreciating the
hotel's rich history.

- Accommodations: The hotel offers elegantly appointed rooms and suites, many of which feature
vintage furnishings and modern conveniences.
- Dining Options: The hotel's dining establishment, Costa Brava, serves a menu inspired by
Mediterranean cuisine, making use of fresh, local ingredients.
- Event Spaces: Casa Monica is a popular venue for weddings and corporate events, offering stunning
backdrops and impeccable service.

Casa Monica Today

A Cultural Icon

Casa Monica Hotel continues to be a cultural icon in St. Augustine, drawing visitors from around the
world who come to explore the history of the city. The hotel's central location makes it an ideal base
for exploring nearby attractions, such as:

- The Castillo de San Marcos National Monument
- The St. Augustine Lighthouse and Maritime Museum
- Historic downtown St. Augustine, with its charming shops and galleries

Moreover, the hotel hosts various events throughout the year, including art shows, culinary
experiences, and holiday celebrations, further solidifying its role as a community hub.

Legacy and Recognition

The legacy of Casa Monica Hotel extends beyond its walls. It has been recognized for its contributions
to the preservation of St. Augustine's history and architecture. The hotel is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, ensuring that its historical significance is acknowledged and protected for
future generations.



In recognition of its exceptional service and accommodations, Casa Monica has received numerous
awards and accolades, making it one of the premier hotels in Florida.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Casa Monica Hotel St. Augustine is more than just a place to stay; it is a living piece of
history that embodies the spirit of St. Augustine. From its grand beginnings in the late 19th century to
its successful restoration and modern operation, the hotel has remained a beacon of luxury and
elegance. As it continues to welcome guests and preserve its storied past, Casa Monica stands as a
proud reminder of the rich tapestry of history that defines Florida's oldest city. Whether you're an
architecture enthusiast, a history buff, or simply seeking a luxurious getaway, a visit to Casa Monica
offers a unique opportunity to experience the charm and legacy of St. Augustine.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of the Casa Monica Hotel in
St. Augustine?
The Casa Monica Hotel, built in 1888, is significant as one of the oldest hotels in Florida and a prime
example of Spanish Renaissance architecture. It played a key role in the tourism boom of St.
Augustine, showcasing the city's cultural heritage and attracting notable guests over the years.

Who was the original architect of the Casa Monica Hotel?
The original architect of the Casa Monica Hotel was Franklin W. Smith, who designed the building to
reflect Moorish and Spanish architectural styles, making it a standout landmark in St. Augustine.

What renovations have been made to the Casa Monica Hotel
throughout its history?
The Casa Monica Hotel has undergone several renovations, the most significant being in the late
1990s when it was restored to its former glory and transformed into a luxury hotel, blending modern
amenities with its historic charm.

How has the Casa Monica Hotel influenced the local
community in St. Augustine?
The Casa Monica Hotel has influenced the local community by boosting tourism, providing jobs, and
hosting events that celebrate St. Augustine's history and culture, thus becoming a central hub for
both locals and visitors.

What notable events or guests have been associated with the



Casa Monica Hotel?
Throughout its history, the Casa Monica Hotel has hosted numerous notable guests, including famous
figures like John D. Rockefeller and numerous politicians. It has also been the site of significant events
such as the St. Augustine Music Festival, further cementing its role in the community.
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