
cast of baa baa black sheep

Baa Baa Black Sheep, a beloved children’s nursery rhyme, has seen various
adaptations in film, television, and literature. However, when discussing the
cast of the television series that aired in the late 1970s, it’s vital to
understand the context and the individuals who brought the characters to
life. The series, known for its mix of humor and heart, revolved around the
experiences of a group of World War II fighter pilots, led by the charismatic
and daring Major Gregory “Pappy” Boyington. This article delves into the main
cast members of the show, their characters, and their broader contributions
to the entertainment industry.

Overview of Baa Baa Black Sheep

Before delving into the cast, it’s essential to provide an overview of the
television series itself. Baa Baa Black Sheep, also known as “Black Sheep
Squadron,” aired on NBC from 1976 to 1978 and was loosely based on the
memoirs of Major Boyington, who commanded the Black Sheep Squadron during the
war. The show combined elements of drama and comedy, showcasing the
camaraderie and challenges faced by the pilots in the Pacific Theater.

Main Cast of Baa Baa Black Sheep

The series featured a talented ensemble of actors who contributed
significantly to its charm and popularity. Below is a list of the principal
cast members:

1. Robert Conrad as Major Gregory "Pappy" Boyington
2. Simon Oakland as Colonel D. P. "Gus" McHale
3. James Whitmore Jr. as Captain "Gonzo"
4. John Larroquette as Lieutenant "Larry"
5. Wings Hauser as Captain "Guns"
6. Gerald McRaney as Lieutenant Colonel "Sully" Sullivan
7. Allan Arbus as Major "Killer" Klink

Robert Conrad as Major Gregory "Pappy" Boyington

Robert Conrad portrayed the iconic character of Major Gregory “Pappy”
Boyington, the central figure of the series. Known for his rugged good looks
and charismatic presence, Conrad brought a unique energy to the role.
Boyington was a real-life figure, a decorated Marine Corps aviator who was
credited with numerous aerial victories during World War II.

- Background: Conrad was born on March 1, 1935, in Chicago, Illinois. Before
becoming an actor, he had a successful career as a stuntman and gained
recognition for his role in the television series "The Wild Wild West."
- Character’s Traits: Pappy Boyington was depicted as a tough, no-nonsense
leader who valued bravery and loyalty among his squadron. His character often
showcased a blend of humor and seriousness, reflecting the harsh realities of
war while maintaining a light-hearted spirit.
- Legacy: Conrad’s portrayal earned him acclaim, and he became synonymous



with the character, leading to further opportunities in the entertainment
industry.

Simon Oakland as Colonel D. P. "Gus" McHale

Simon Oakland played Colonel D. P. “Gus” McHale, the commanding officer of
the Black Sheep Squadron. Oakland was known for his distinct voice and strong
screen presence, which made him an ideal choice for the role of a military
leader.

- Background: Born on August 28, 1915, in New York City, Oakland had a
diverse career in theater and film before landing significant television
roles.
- Character Dynamics: Colonel McHale often found himself in conflict with
Pappy Boyington, reflecting the tension between authority and the rebellious
spirit of the squadron. This dynamic added depth to the storyline and
highlighted the complexities of military leadership.
- Career Highlights: Oakland appeared in numerous television series and
films, showcasing his versatility as an actor.

James Whitmore Jr. as Captain "Gonzo"

James Whitmore Jr. portrayed Captain "Gonzo," a character known for his comic
relief and light-heartedness. Whitmore brought a sense of humor to the show,
balancing the more serious elements of the storyline.

- Background: Born on July 24, 1948, in New York City, Whitmore followed in
the footsteps of his father, James Whitmore, a celebrated actor.
- Character Traits: Captain Gonzo was characterized by his clumsy antics and
humorous escapades, often providing comic relief during tense moments.
- Career Contributions: Apart from acting, Whitmore Jr. has also made
significant contributions behind the camera as a director and producer.

John Larroquette as Lieutenant "Larry"

John Larroquette played the role of Lieutenant "Larry," a character that
added a youthful perspective to the squadron.

- Background: Larroquette was born on November 25, 1947, in New Orleans,
Louisiana. He gained fame in the 1980s for his role in the television series
"Night Court," where he showcased his comedic talent.
- Character Development: Lieutenant Larry was often depicted as the naive and
enthusiastic member of the squadron, embodying the spirit of adventure and
bravery that defined the younger pilots during the war.
- Later Success: Larroquette's career flourished after Baa Baa Black Sheep,
earning him multiple awards for his performances in various television shows.

Wings Hauser as Captain "Guns"

Wings Hauser took on the role of Captain "Guns," a character whose name aptly
reflected his skills as a pilot.



- Background: Born on December 5, 1934, in Los Angeles, California, Hauser is
known for his diverse roles in television and film, often portraying tough,
rugged characters.
- Character Attributes: Captain Guns was often portrayed as a hotshot pilot
with a penchant for bravado, showcasing the competitive nature among the
squadron members.
- Career Overview: Hauser has had a prolific career, appearing in numerous
television series and films, often taking on roles that align with his tough-
guy image.

Gerald McRaney as Lieutenant Colonel "Sully" Sullivan

Gerald McRaney played the role of Lieutenant Colonel "Sully" Sullivan, who
served as a mentor and father figure to the younger pilots.

- Background: Born on August 19, 1947, in Meridian, Mississippi, McRaney has
enjoyed a successful career in both television and film.
- Character Dynamics: Sully's character often provided wisdom and guidance,
representing the more experienced members of the military and their
responsibilities toward the younger pilots.
- Notable Works: McRaney is best known for his roles in television series
such as "Major Dad" and "Simon & Simon," showcasing his versatility as an
actor.

Allan Arbus as Major "Killer" Klink

Allan Arbus rounded out the main cast as Major "Killer" Klink, a character
known for his strategic thinking and leadership qualities.

- Background: Born on February 15, 1918, in New York City, Arbus was not only
an actor but also a successful photographer and director.
- Character Attributes: Major Klink was portrayed as a cunning strategist,
often involved in planning missions and tactics for the squadron,
representing the intellectual side of military operations.
- Career Contributions: Arbus had a long and varied career, appearing in both
film and television, often bringing depth to his characters.

Impact and Legacy of the Cast

The cast of Baa Baa Black Sheep not only contributed to the series' success
but also left a lasting impact on the entertainment industry. Their
performances helped shape the narrative and provided audiences with a blend
of humor, camaraderie, and action that resonated with viewers.

- Camaraderie and Chemistry: The chemistry among the cast members was
palpable, allowing them to portray the close-knit relationships typical of
military squadrons effectively.
- Cultural Reflection: The series reflected the complexities of war and the
importance of friendship and loyalty, themes that resonated with audiences
during and after its original run.
- Influence on Future Productions: The show laid the groundwork for
subsequent military-themed series and films, influencing how stories about
war and camaraderie were told in popular culture.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the Baa Baa Black Sheep television series featured a talented
ensemble cast that brought to life the stories of the Black Sheep Squadron
during World War II. The performances of Robert Conrad, Simon Oakland, James
Whitmore Jr., John Larroquette, Wings Hauser, Gerald McRaney, and Allan Arbus
contributed significantly to the show's charm and success. Their portrayals
provided audiences with a blend of humor, drama, and heart, creating a
lasting legacy that remains appreciated by fans of classic television. As the
series continues to be celebrated, the contributions of its cast serve as a
testament to the power of storytelling in capturing the human experience
during times of conflict.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the main character in 'Baa Baa Black Sheep'?

The main character is Major Gregory 'Pappy' Boyington, portrayed by Robert
Conrad.

What is the premise of 'Baa Baa Black Sheep'?

The show follows the adventures of a group of American fighter pilots in the
Marine Corps during World War II.

When did 'Baa Baa Black Sheep' first premiere?

'Baa Baa Black Sheep' premiered on September 23, 1976.

How many seasons did 'Baa Baa Black Sheep' have?

'Baa Baa Black Sheep' had two seasons, concluding in 1978.

Who played the character of Captain John 'Lucky'
LeDuc?

Captain John 'Lucky' LeDuc was played by actor James Whitmore Jr.

Was 'Baa Baa Black Sheep' based on a true story?

Yes, it is loosely based on the experiences of Major Gregory Boyington and
his squadron during the war.

What was the original source of inspiration for 'Baa
Baa Black Sheep'?

The show was inspired by Boyington's autobiography titled 'Baa Baa Black
Sheep'.



Who directed most episodes of 'Baa Baa Black Sheep'?

The majority of the episodes were directed by various directors, with notable
contributions from Richard Colla.
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