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Cast of Guiding Light: Where Are They Now?

"Guiding Light," a beloved American daytime soap opera, captivated audiences
for 72 years, making it one of the longest-running television programs in
history. Premiering on radio in 1937 and transitioning to television in 1952,
the series featured a rich tapestry of characters whose lives intertwined in
the fictional town of Springfield. Following its cancellation in 2009, many
fans have wondered about the fates of the talented cast members who brought
these characters to life. This article explores where some of the most
notable actors of "Guiding Light" are today.

Key Cast Members and Their Current Endeavors

The ensemble cast of "Guiding Light" included many actors who went on to
enjoy successful careers in film, television, and theater. Here are some of
the most prominent members and what they are doing now:

Kim Zimmer (Reva Shayne)

Kim Zimmer is perhaps best known for her role as the iconic Reva Shayne, a
character who was central to many of the show's most memorable storylines.
After "Guiding Light," Zimmer continued to make her mark in the entertainment
industry.

- Television: She appeared in numerous guest roles on shows such as "One Life
to Live" and "The Bold and the Beautiful."
- Theater: Kim Zimmer has also returned to her theatrical roots, performing
in various stage productions, including the Broadway musical "Wicked."
- Writing: Recently, Zimmer published a memoir titled "Kim Zimmer: The Beauty
of a Life in the Light," sharing her experiences as an actress and her life
beyond soap operas.

Robert Newman (Josh Lewis)

Robert Newman played the charming Josh Lewis, a character who became a fan
favorite over the years.

- Post-Guiding Light: Newman continued to work in television, taking on roles
in series like "The Young and the Restless."
- Theater: He has frequently performed in theater productions, showcasing his



versatility as an actor.
- Recent Projects: In 2021, he reprised his role as Josh Lewis in a special
reunion episode of "Guiding Light," delighting long-time fans.

Colleen Zenk (Barbara Ryan)

Colleen Zenk portrayed Barbara Ryan, a character known for her complex and
often tumultuous relationships.

- Television: After "Guiding Light," Zenk appeared in various television
shows, including guest roles on "As the World Turns."
- Advocacy: Zenk has become an advocate for health awareness, particularly
regarding the importance of early detection in health issues, stemming from
her own experience with cancer.
- Social Media: She is active on social media, where she shares insights
about her life and career.

John Driscoll (Doris Wolfe)

John Driscoll played the lovable character of Coop, who became a cornerstone
of the show's more youthful storylines.

- Acting: After leaving "Guiding Light," Driscoll took on roles in other soap
operas, including "One Life to Live," where he played a different character,
and has appeared in various television shows and movies.
- Personal Life: Driscoll has been candid about his battle with addiction and
has used his platform to raise awareness about recovery and mental health.

Supporting Cast and Their Journeys

Alongside the main stars, many supporting cast members also left a lasting
impact on "Guiding Light." Here are a few notable ones and their current
activities:

Krista Tesreau (Melanie McIver)

Krista Tesreau's character, Melanie, was integral to several key story arcs.

- Television: After "Guiding Light," Tesreau made appearances on other soap
operas, including "As the World Turns."
- Family Life: She has stepped back from the spotlight to focus on her family
and has shared her journey as a mother on social media.



Jerry verDorn (Claudio 'Claudio' and 'Ed' Bauer)

Jerry verDorn, who played both Ed Bauer and later, in a twist of fate, a
character named Claudio, had a significant impact on the show.

- Career: After "Guiding Light," he became known for his role in "One Life to
Live," where he continued to showcase his talent.
- Legacy: He has remained a respected figure in the soap opera community, and
his contributions to the genre are celebrated by fans and peers alike.

Beth Chamberlin (Beth Raines)

Beth Chamberlin's portrayal of Beth Raines was a fan-favorite throughout her
time on the show.

- Acting: Chamberlin has continued to act, with guest roles in various
television series and stage productions.
- Production: She has also ventured into production, working behind the
scenes on several projects, utilizing her experience in the industry.

The Impact of Guiding Light on Their Careers

The effect of "Guiding Light" on its cast members is undeniable. For many
actors, the show served as a launching pad for their careers in
entertainment. Here are a few ways the show influenced their paths:

Character Development: Many actors honed their craft by portraying1.
complex characters over extended periods, leading to deep audience
connections.

Industry Recognition: The show's long tenure provided a platform that2.
led to nominations and awards, elevating the status of several cast
members.

Networking Opportunities: Working alongside established actors allowed3.
newer cast members to build vital relationships within the industry.

Conclusion

The legacy of "Guiding Light" continues to resonate with audiences, and its
cast members have forged their own paths in the entertainment industry. From



successful acting careers to writing, advocacy, and production, many former
stars have found ways to stay connected to their craft while navigating the
challenges of life after a long-running soap opera. As fans reminisce about
the enchanting stories and characters that played out over decades, they can
take solace in knowing that many of the actors who brought those stories to
life continue to thrive and contribute to the world of entertainment today.
Whether through television appearances, stage performances, or personal
advocacy, the cast of "Guiding Light" remains a cherished part of television
history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the main cast members of 'Guiding
Light' doing now?
Many former cast members have pursued various careers in television, film,
and theater. Some continue to act in other soap operas, while others have
transitioned to behind-the-scenes roles or have taken on completely different
careers.

Is there a reunion planned for the cast of 'Guiding
Light'?
As of now, there are no official plans for a reunion, but some cast members
have expressed interest in reconnecting and sharing memories, especially
during anniversary events or fan conventions.

Have any of the 'Guiding Light' cast members won
awards after the show ended?
Yes, several cast members have received accolades for their work in other
projects post-'Guiding Light', including daytime Emmy Awards and nominations
for roles in different television series and films.

Are any former 'Guiding Light' actors still involved
in soap operas?
Yes, some former actors from 'Guiding Light' have continued their careers in
other soap operas, such as 'The Young and the Restless' and 'Days of Our
Lives'.

Who from the 'Guiding Light' cast has transitioned
to reality TV or other genres?
Actors like Kim Zimmer and Beth Chamberlin have appeared in reality shows or



various other genres, showcasing their versatility beyond soap operas.

What impact did 'Guiding Light' have on the careers
of its cast members?
Many cast members credit 'Guiding Light' with providing them foundational
acting experience and exposure, which helped them secure roles in other
television series, films, and even stage productions.
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