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Planning a Catholic wedding involves numerous details, one of the most significant being the selection
of music. The right music can enhance the sacredness of the ceremony, create a joyful atmosphere,
and reflect the couple's faith and love. This comprehensive guide will explore the various aspects of
Catholic wedding music, including traditional hymns, contemporary selections, and essential tips for
choosing the perfect soundtrack for your special day.

Understanding the Role of Music in a Catholic Wedding

Music in a Catholic wedding serves several vital functions:

1. Enhancing the Sacred Atmosphere: Music sets the tone for the ceremony, creating a reverent and
worshipful environment.
2. Encouraging Participation: Hymns invite guests to participate actively in the liturgy, fostering a
sense of community.
3. Expressing Personal Faith: Music can reflect the couple's personal beliefs, values, and love story.

Types of Music for a Catholic Wedding

When planning your wedding music, consider the following types:

1. Processional Music

The processional music accompanies the entrance of the bridal party and sets the stage for the
ceremony. Traditional options include:

- Bridal Chorus (Wagner) - Often referred to as "Here Comes the Bride," it's a popular choice but may
not always align with Catholic traditions.
- Trumpet Voluntary (Purcell) - A majestic piece that adds grandeur to the entrance.
- Ave Maria (Schubert or Gounod) - A beautiful, prayerful option that is both sacred and melodic.

2. Responsorial Psalm

The Responsorial Psalm is typically sung after the first reading. The couple can choose a setting that
resonates with them. Some traditional options include:

- Psalm 23: "The Lord is My Shepherd"
- Psalm 34: "Taste and See"



- Psalm 128: "Blessed Are Those Who Fear the Lord"

3. Gospel Acclamation

The Gospel Acclamation is sung before the reading of the Gospel. Common selections include:

- Alleluia (various settings)
- Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ (various settings)

4. Unity Candle or Sand Ceremony Music

If the couple chooses to include a Unity Candle or Sand Ceremony, select music that complements
this moment. Options can range from instrumental pieces to soft hymns, including:

- "One Hand, One Heart" (Bernstein)
- "The Prayer" (Celine Dion and Andrea Bocelli)

5. Recessional Music

The recessional music marks the conclusion of the ceremony and the couple's first moments as a
married couple. Consider more jubilant and celebratory options such as:

- "Ode to Joy" (Beethoven)
- "Wedding March" (Mendelssohn)
- "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee" (Hymn)

Choosing the Right Music

Selecting music for your Catholic wedding can be a daunting task. Here are some tips to help you
make the right choices:

1. Consult with Your Priest or Music Director

Your local priest or music director can provide guidance on what music is appropriate for a Catholic
wedding. They may have specific requirements or recommendations based on the liturgy.

2. Reflect on Personal Preferences

Think about the songs that hold meaning for you as a couple. Consider:



- Songs that played during significant moments in your relationship.
- Hymns that resonate with your faith journey.
- Music that reflects your personalities and style.

3. Balance Tradition with Modernity

While traditional hymns are essential in a Catholic wedding, incorporating contemporary music can
add a personal touch. Aim for a balance that honors the sacredness of the ceremony while expressing
your unique love story.

4. Consider Your Guests

Remember that your guests will be participating in the ceremony. Choose music that is accessible and
familiar to them, encouraging their engagement in the liturgy.

5. Create a Playlist

Compile a playlist of your chosen pieces, ensuring a smooth flow throughout the ceremony. Share this
playlist with your musicians and officiant to ensure everyone is on the same page.

Hiring Musicians and Vocalists

Depending on your venue and budget, you may want to hire musicians or vocalists to perform during
the ceremony. Here are some options to consider:

1. Organist

An organist is often a staple in Catholic weddings, providing traditional hymns and liturgical music.
Ensure they are familiar with Catholic wedding customs and can perform the selected pieces.

2. Soloists or Choir

Consider hiring a soloist or choir for special musical moments, such as the Responsorial Psalm or the
Unity Candle Ceremony. Their voices can elevate the emotional impact of these moments.

3. Instrumentalists



In addition to or instead of an organist, you may wish to include other instrumentalists, such as a
violinist, flutist, or guitarist. Discuss your vision with them to create a beautiful and cohesive sound.

Sample Music Selections

Here’s a list of popular and well-loved music selections for various parts of the wedding ceremony:

Processional Music

- "Bridal Chorus" (Wagner)
- "Trumpet Voluntary" (Purcell)
- "Ave Maria" (Schubert)

Responsorial Psalm

- Psalm 23: "The Lord is My Shepherd"
- Psalm 34: "Taste and See"
- Psalm 128: "Blessed Are Those Who Fear the Lord"

Gospel Acclamation

- "Alleluia" (various settings)
- "Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ" (various settings)

Unity Candle or Sand Ceremony Music

- "One Hand, One Heart" (Bernstein)
- "The Prayer" (Celine Dion and Andrea Bocelli)

Recessional Music

- "Ode to Joy" (Beethoven)
- "Wedding March" (Mendelssohn)
- "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee" (Hymn)



Final Thoughts

Selecting music for your Catholic wedding is a beautiful opportunity to express your faith and love.
With careful consideration of tradition, personal preferences, and the input of your priest or music
director, you can create a memorable and sacred atmosphere for your special day. Remember that
the music you choose will not only enhance the ceremony but will also resonate in the hearts of your
guests, creating lasting memories for everyone involved. Enjoy the process and let your love shine
through every note.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of music are typically used in a Catholic wedding
ceremony?
Catholic wedding ceremonies often feature sacred music such as hymns, instrumental pieces, and
liturgical music. Common selections include 'Ave Maria', 'The Wedding Song', and 'On This Day, O
Beautiful Mother'.

Are there specific guidelines for selecting music for a Catholic
wedding?
Yes, many parishes have guidelines regarding the selection of music. It's important to choose songs
that are appropriate for the liturgical setting and enhance the sacredness of the ceremony.

Can secular songs be included in a Catholic wedding
ceremony?
While secular songs are generally not recommended for the ceremony itself, some couples choose to
include them during the reception. It’s best to consult with the priest or wedding coordinator about
any specific preferences.

What role do instruments play in Catholic wedding music?
Instruments such as organ, piano, guitar, and strings can enhance the musical experience. The choice
of instruments should align with the church's acoustics and the overall tone of the ceremony.

How can couples personalize their wedding music while
respecting tradition?
Couples can personalize their wedding music by selecting hymns or pieces that hold special meaning
for them, while still adhering to the guidelines of sacred music. Including personal touches, like a
favorite hymn, can make the ceremony unique.



What are some popular hymns for Catholic weddings?
Popular hymns for Catholic weddings include 'Here Comes the Sun', 'Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee',
and 'Love Divine, All Loves Excelling'. These selections are often chosen for their uplifting messages.

Should we hire a professional musician for our Catholic
wedding?
Hiring a professional musician or choir can enhance the quality of the music. They are familiar with
liturgical music and can help ensure that the selections are performed beautifully.

How long should the music last during the wedding
ceremony?
Typically, the music during a Catholic wedding ceremony lasts for around 30-45 minutes, including
prelude music, processional, and recessional pieces. It's essential to coordinate the timing with the
officiant.

Is it necessary to have music during the wedding Mass?
Yes, music is an integral part of the wedding Mass in a Catholic ceremony. It enhances the liturgy and
helps to create a prayerful atmosphere, so including music is highly encouraged.
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