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Obtaining a Commercial Driver's License (CDL) is a significant milestone for many individuals seeking
to enter the trucking and transportation industry. Among the various tests that CDL applicants must
pass, the combination vehicle test stands out as a critical component. This test evaluates a driver's
understanding of operating vehicles that consist of a combination of tractor and trailer. In this article,
we will explore common CDL combination test questions and provide comprehensive answers to help
prospective drivers prepare effectively.

Understanding the CDL Combination Test

The CDL combination test assesses the knowledge and skills necessary to operate combination
vehicles safely. These vehicles typically include trucks with trailers, which can range from a simple
two-axle truck towing a single-axle trailer to more complex setups involving multiple trailers. The test
is divided into two main components: the written knowledge test and the skills test.

Written Knowledge Test

The written knowledge test consists of multiple-choice questions that cover a variety of topics related
to combination vehicles. Below are some common types of questions you might encounter:

1. Understanding Vehicle Components
- What is the primary function of the fifth wheel?
- How do you check the air pressure in the trailer?

2. Coupling and Uncoupling Procedures
- What steps should you take to safely couple a trailer?
- Describe the process of uncoupling a trailer.

3. Safety Regulations
- What is the maximum allowable load for a combination vehicle?
- Which safety equipment is mandatory on combination vehicles?

4. Driving Techniques
- How should you adjust your driving when towing a trailer?
- What is the recommended following distance for combination vehicles?

5. Pre-Trip Inspections
- What key components should be inspected before a trip?
- How do you check for leaks in the air brake system?



Sample Questions and Answers

Here, we provide sample questions and their answers to give you an idea of what to expect during the
CDL combination test.

Question 1: What is the purpose of the fifth wheel?
Answer: The fifth wheel is a coupling device mounted on the tractor that connects the tractor to the
trailer. It allows for the transfer of weight and provides pivoting capability while turning.

Question 2: Describe the proper steps to couple a trailer.

Answer:

1. Position the tractor in front of the trailer.

2. Lower the landing gear until it is firmly on the ground.

3. Align the tractor with the trailer.

4. Back the tractor until the fifth wheel plate makes contact with the trailer’s kingpin.
5. Engage the fifth wheel locking mechanism by pulling the release handle.

6. Perform a tug test to ensure the trailer is securely attached.

Question 3: What is the maximum allowable load for a standard combination vehicle?

Answer: The maximum allowable load can vary by state and the specific vehicle setup. However, the
federal limit for a combination vehicle is typically 80,000 pounds gross vehicle weight (GVW),
including both the tractor and the trailer.

Question 4: What should you inspect during a pre-trip inspection of a combination vehicle?
Answer: Key components to inspect include:

- Tires for proper inflation and tread depth

- Brake systems for leaks and functionality

- Lights and signals for proper operation

- Coupling devices for secure connections

- Trailer load distribution for balance

Question 5: How do you check for air leaks in the brake system?

Answer: To check for air leaks in the brake system, you should:

1. Start the engine and build up air pressure to the recommended level.

2. Turn off the engine and release the brakes.

3. Observe the air pressure gauge and listen for any hissing sounds that indicate leaks.

4. If the pressure drops significantly within one minute, there may be a leak that needs to be
addressed.

CDL Combination Skills Test

After passing the written knowledge test, candidates must complete the skills test, which assesses
their practical ability to operate a combination vehicle. This test typically includes the following
maneuvers:



Common Skills Test Maneuvers

1. Pre-Trip Inspection
- Candidates must demonstrate their ability to conduct a thorough pre-trip inspection, identifying any
defects or safety concerns.

2. Coupling and Uncoupling
- Applicants must show proficiency in safely coupling and uncoupling the tractor and trailer.

3. Backing the Trailer
- Drivers are often required to back the trailer in a straight line and around corners, demonstrating
control and awareness of their surroundings.

4. Turning and Lane Changes
- Candidates must navigate turns and perform lane changes safely while maintaining the integrity of
the vehicle and trailer.

5. Parking
- Proper parking techniques, including parallel parking and parking on an incline, are also evaluated.

Tips for Passing the Skills Test

- Practice Regularly: Spend ample time behind the wheel of a combination vehicle to build confidence
and skills.

- Know Your Vehicle: Familiarize yourself with the specific vehicle you will be tested on, including its
dimensions and handling characteristics.

- Stay Calm Under Pressure: Maintain composure during the test, as anxiety can affect performance.
- Use Your Mirrors: Always check your mirrors before making any maneuvers to ensure safety.

- Follow Instructions Carefully: Listen closely to the examiner's instructions and ask questions if you
are unsure.

Conclusion

Successfully passing the CDL combination test is essential for anyone looking to drive combination
vehicles professionally. Understanding the types of questions you may encounter on the written
knowledge test and mastering the skills required for the practical test can significantly enhance your
chances of success. By preparing diligently and practicing regularly, you will be well-equipped to
navigate the challenges of the CDL combination test and embark on a rewarding career in the
trucking industry. Remember, safety and knowledge are paramount in operating combination
vehicles, and being well-prepared is the key to becoming a competent and responsible driver.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the purpose of the CDL combination test?

The CDL combination test is designed to assess a driver's knowledge and skills required to operate
combination vehicles, such as tractor-trailers, safely and effectively.

What are some common topics covered in the CDL
combination test?

Common topics include the operation of combination vehicles, coupling and uncoupling procedures,
air brake systems, and vehicle inspection requirements.

How many questions are typically on the CDL combination
test?

The CDL combination test usually consists of 20 questions, with a passing score often requiring at
least 80% correct answers.

What is coupling in the context of combination vehicles?

Coupling refers to the process of connecting a tractor to a trailer, ensuring that all components are
securely attached and operational.

What should you check before coupling a trailer?

Before coupling a trailer, you should check the fifth wheel, the trailer's height, the kingpin, and ensure
that the safety latch is functional.

What is the significance of the air brake system in
combination vehicles?

The air brake system is crucial for safely stopping and controlling combination vehicles, as it provides
the necessary braking force for larger, heavier loads.

What is the difference between a straight truck and a
combination vehicle?

A straight truck has a single frame and does not have a trailer, while a combination vehicle consists of
a tractor and one or more trailers that are connected.

What is the recommended procedure for uncoupling a trailer?

To uncouple a trailer, you should park on level ground, lock the trailer brakes, disconnect the air lines,
remove the safety latch, and then pull the tractor away while ensuring the trailer remains stable.

How can one prepare for the CDL combination test



effectively?

To prepare effectively, candidates should study the CDL manual, take practice tests, and gain hands-
on experience with combination vehicles under supervision.
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