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chapter 14 section 1 the growth of presidential power answer key provides a detailed exploration of

how the authority of the U.S. presidency expanded over time, particularly during pivotal moments in

American history. This article delves into the constitutional foundations of presidential power, the

historical context behind its growth, and key examples illustrating the gradual increase in executive

influence. Understanding the factors that contributed to the enlargement of presidential authority is

essential for grasping the modern role of the presidency in American government. The chapter also

highlights significant presidents whose actions set precedents for expanded power and discusses the

balance of power between the executive branch and other branches of government. This

comprehensive guide serves as an answer key, clarifying complex concepts and offering explanations

relevant to students and enthusiasts of American political history.
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The Constitutional Basis of Presidential Power

The growth of presidential power has its roots in the United States Constitution, which outlines the

scope and limits of executive authority. Article II of the Constitution establishes the presidency and

grants the president specific powers, including serving as commander-in-chief of the armed forces, the

power to negotiate treaties (subject to Senate approval), and the authority to appoint federal officials

and judges. These constitutional provisions form the legal framework from which presidential power

originates.

However, the Constitution's language is often broad and open to interpretation, which has enabled

presidents to expand their influence over time. The ambiguity allows for flexibility in responding to

unforeseen challenges but also creates tension over the limits of executive power. The balance

between adhering to constitutional intent and adapting to national needs has been a central theme in

the growth of presidential authority.

Enumerated Powers

The Constitution explicitly enumerates several powers of the president, including:

Commander-in-Chief of the military forces

Authority to grant pardons and reprieves

Power to make treaties with foreign nations, with Senate consent

Appointment of ambassadors, judges, and other officers

Responsibility to ensure laws are faithfully executed

These enumerated powers provide a foundation for presidential actions but have often been

interpreted expansively in practice.



Historical Factors Contributing to Growth of Presidential

Authority

Several historical circumstances have contributed to the expansion of presidential power since the

founding of the United States. From wartime exigencies to economic crises, presidents have leveraged

their constitutional powers to address national challenges, often setting precedents for increased

executive authority.

Periods of war and national emergency have particularly catalyzed growth in presidential power. For

example, during the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln exercised broad powers to preserve the Union,

including suspending habeas corpus. Similarly, during the Great Depression and World War II,

presidents like Franklin D. Roosevelt expanded the federal government's role dramatically, increasing

executive influence in domestic and foreign affairs.

War and National Crisis

Presidents have historically gained more power during times of conflict or crisis because swift and

decisive action is often necessary. In such times, the executive branch may take on roles that go

beyond standard constitutional limits.

Lincoln’s suspension of habeas corpus during the Civil War

Wilson’s leadership during World War I

Roosevelt’s New Deal programs during the Great Depression

Truman’s actions during the Korean War



Key Presidents and Their Impact on Executive Power

Several presidents stand out as pivotal figures in the growth of presidential power. Their leadership

styles and decisions contributed to shaping the office into a more robust and influential branch of

government.

Abraham Lincoln

Lincoln’s presidency during the Civil War exemplifies the expansion of executive power in a time of

national emergency. His suspension of certain civil liberties and use of executive orders set important

precedents for presidential authority during war. Lincoln’s actions demonstrated the potential for the

executive branch to act decisively in preserving the nation.

Franklin D. Roosevelt

FDR’s tenure is often cited as a turning point in the growth of presidential power. His New Deal

policies expanded the federal government’s role in economic and social affairs. Roosevelt’s leadership

during both the Great Depression and World War II established new executive powers, including

greater control over the economy and increased international influence.

Theodore Roosevelt

Theodore Roosevelt advocated for a “stewardship theory” of the presidency, arguing that the

president should do anything not expressly forbidden by the Constitution to serve the public interest.

His proactive approach expanded the scope of the presidency, especially in areas like conservation

and foreign policy.



Mechanisms of Expanding Presidential Influence

Presidents have utilized various mechanisms to increase their power beyond the constitutional text.

These include executive orders, executive agreements, signing statements, and the use of the media

and public opinion to advance their agendas.

Executive Orders

Executive orders are official directives from the president that manage operations of the federal

government. They have been used to implement policies without the need for congressional approval,

allowing presidents to act swiftly on important issues. While executive orders must align with existing

laws and the Constitution, they have become a significant tool for expanding presidential authority.

Executive Agreements

Unlike treaties, executive agreements do not require Senate approval and are used to establish

international arrangements. This mechanism allows presidents to conduct foreign policy with greater

flexibility and speed, contributing to the growth of executive power in diplomacy.

Use of the Media and Public Opinion

Modern presidents have increasingly turned to the media and direct communication with the public to

garner support for their policies. By shaping public opinion, presidents can exert pressure on Congress

and other political actors, effectively expanding their influence beyond formal constitutional powers.

Checks and Balances on Presidential Power

Despite the growth of presidential power, the U.S. system of government includes multiple checks and

balances designed to prevent any one branch from becoming too powerful. Congress, the judiciary,



and even public opinion serve as counterweights to executive authority.

Congressional Oversight

Congress holds significant powers to check the president, including control over the budget, the ability

to override vetoes, the power to impeach and remove the president, and the authority to approve

appointments and treaties. These mechanisms ensure that presidential power remains subject to

legislative scrutiny.

Judicial Review

The federal courts, particularly the Supreme Court, have the authority to interpret the Constitution and

invalidate presidential actions that exceed constitutional limits. Judicial review has played a critical role

in defining the boundaries of executive power.

Public and Political Constraints

Public opinion and political realities can limit presidential actions. Presidents who overreach may face

backlash from voters, political opponents, and even members of their own party, which serves as an

informal but powerful check on executive authority.

Constitutional provisions set the foundation for presidential powers.1.

Historical crises prompted presidents to expand their authority.2.

Notable presidents established precedents for increased power.3.

Executive tools like orders and agreements facilitated growth.4.



Checks and balances maintain limits on presidential influence.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Chapter 14 Section 1 in the context of

presidential power?

Chapter 14 Section 1 focuses on the growth and expansion of presidential power in the United States

over time.

How did the role of the president evolve according to Chapter 14

Section 1?

The role of the president evolved from a limited constitutional role to a more active and influential

leadership position with increased authority in domestic and foreign affairs.

What factors contributed to the growth of presidential power

discussed in Chapter 14 Section 1?

Factors include national crises, the need for quick decision-making, executive orders, and the

president’s role as commander-in-chief.

How does Chapter 14 Section 1 describe the impact of national

emergencies on presidential power?

National emergencies often led to an expansion of presidential powers as the executive branch took

more control to manage urgent situations effectively.



What constitutional powers are highlighted in Chapter 14 Section 1

as foundations for presidential growth?

Powers such as veto, executive orders, commander-in-chief authority, and appointment powers are

highlighted as key constitutional bases for presidential growth.

According to Chapter 14 Section 1, how has public expectation

influenced presidential power?

Public expectation for strong leadership during crises and effective governance has pressured

presidents to expand their power beyond traditional limits.

Additional Resources

1. The Rise of the Modern Presidency

This book explores the historical development of presidential power in the United States from the

founding era through the 20th century. It highlights key moments when presidents expanded their

authority, especially during crises. The narrative provides insights into how constitutional interpretations

and political necessities have shaped the executive branch.

2. Executive Power and the American Constitution

Focusing on the constitutional framework, this title examines the balance of powers among the

branches of government. It delves into landmark Supreme Court cases and presidential actions that

have defined and sometimes stretched executive power. Readers gain a clear understanding of the

legal and political debates surrounding the presidency.

3. Presidents and the Expansion of Federal Authority

This book traces how different presidents have increased the scope of federal government power

through legislation, executive orders, and policy initiatives. It covers the 19th and 20th centuries,

highlighting figures like Abraham Lincoln and Franklin D. Roosevelt. The work emphasizes the impact



of historical events on presidential growth.

4. From Washington to Roosevelt: The Growth of Presidential Power

Offering a chronological approach, this book outlines how the role of the president evolved from

George Washington’s era to that of Theodore Roosevelt. It discusses how early presidents set

precedents that shaped executive authority. The book also considers how changing national needs

influenced the presidency’s expansion.

5. Checks and Balances: The Struggle Over Presidential Power

This title investigates the ongoing tug-of-war between the executive branch and Congress or the

judiciary. It highlights episodes where presidential power was both challenged and upheld. The book

provides a nuanced view of how the American system maintains equilibrium among government

branches.

6. The Presidency in Times of Crisis

This book focuses on how national emergencies, such as wars and economic downturns, have led

presidents to assert greater authority. It analyzes specific case studies to show how crises can

temporarily or permanently alter executive power. Readers learn about the tension between security

and liberty in these moments.

7. Imperial Presidency: The Rise and Reign of Executive Power

Examining the concept of the “imperial presidency,” this book critiques the expansion of presidential

power beyond constitutional limits. It explores the consequences of unchecked executive actions in

modern American history. The author argues for reforms to restore balance and accountability.

8. Presidential Power in the Age of Media

This work discusses how the growth of mass media and technology has influenced the president’s

ability to communicate and wield power. It covers the transformation of public perception and political

influence through television, radio, and the internet. The book provides a contemporary perspective on

executive growth.



9. Leadership and Authority: The Growth of the American Presidency

Focusing on leadership styles, this book examines how individual presidents have shaped the office’s

power through their personalities and decisions. It includes profiles of influential presidents and their

approaches to governance. The book underscores the human element in the expansion of presidential

authority.
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