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Chapter 18 Section 4 America as a World Power delves into the significant
transformations that occurred in the United States during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, marking its emergence as a prominent global power. This section highlights key
events, policies, and figures that contributed to America's rise on the world stage, as well
as the implications of this newfound status. Understanding these elements is crucial for
comprehending the complexities of American foreign policy and its impact on global affairs.

Historical Context

The late 1800s and early 1900s were a period of profound change for the United States.
The nation experienced rapid industrialization, urbanization, and a shift in its economic
position. As the U.S. expanded its industrial base, it began to seek new markets for its
goods and sources for raw materials. This quest for economic expansion was intertwined
with a growing sense of nationalism and the belief in Manifest Destiny, which fueled the
desire for territorial expansion and influence beyond its borders.

The Spanish-American War

One of the pivotal events that marked America's emergence as a world power was the
Spanish-American War in 1898. The conflict arose from various factors, including:

- Cuban Struggle for Independence: The Cuban fight against Spanish colonial rule garnered
significant sympathy in the U.S., leading to increased public support for intervention.
- Yellow Journalism: Sensationalist reporting by newspapers, notably by William Randolph
Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer, fueled public outrage against Spain.
- Sinking of the USS Maine: The mysterious explosion of the U.S. battleship Maine in Havana
Harbor in February 1898 served as a catalyst for war.

The war lasted only a few months, resulting in a decisive victory for the United States. The
Treaty of Paris, signed in December 1898, had several significant outcomes:

1. Cuba's Independence: While Cuba gained nominal independence, the Platt Amendment
allowed the United States to intervene in Cuban affairs.
2. Acquisition of Territories: The U.S. acquired Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines,
marking the country's first major ventures into overseas imperialism.

Imperialism and Expansionism

Following the Spanish-American War, the U.S. adopted a more assertive foreign policy
characterized by imperialism. This period saw the nation expand its influence in both the



Caribbean and the Pacific, and several key policies emerged:

- Open Door Policy: Proposed by Secretary of State John Hay, this policy aimed to ensure
equal trading rights for all nations in China, promoting American interests in the region.
- Roosevelt Corollary: An extension of the Monroe Doctrine articulated by President
Theodore Roosevelt, this policy asserted the U.S. right to intervene in Latin American
countries to maintain stability and order.

These policies not only solidified America's role as a global power but also set the stage for
future interventions in international conflicts.

Key Figures in American Expansion

Several influential leaders played vital roles in shaping America's foreign policy and its
emergence as a world power during this era:

Theodore Roosevelt

As a progressive president, Theodore Roosevelt was instrumental in promoting American
interests abroad. His approach to foreign policy emphasized a strong military and
diplomacy, which he famously summarized with the phrase, "Speak softly and carry a big
stick." Key initiatives included:

- Construction of the Panama Canal: Roosevelt facilitated the construction of the canal,
which was crucial for naval and commercial shipping routes, demonstrating America’s
engineering prowess and strategic vision.
- Mediation in the Russo-Japanese War: Roosevelt's involvement in brokering peace
between Russia and Japan earned him the Nobel Peace Prize in 1906 and established the
U.S. as a mediator in international conflicts.

Woodrow Wilson

President Woodrow Wilson's vision for America as a global leader was articulated through
his Fourteen Points, which aimed to promote peace and self-determination after World War
I. Key aspects of his foreign policy included:

- League of Nations: Wilson’s advocacy for the League aimed to prevent future conflicts
through collective security; however, the U.S. Senate ultimately rejected joining the
League, reflecting isolationist sentiments at home.
- Moral Diplomacy: Wilson emphasized promoting democracy and moral principles in
foreign relations, contrasting with the imperialistic approaches of previous administrations.



America's Role in World War I

America's entry into World War I in 1917 marked a significant shift in its global role. Initially,
the U.S. maintained a policy of neutrality, but several factors contributed to its eventual
involvement:

1. Unrestricted Submarine Warfare: German U-boats targeted American and allied shipping,
leading to significant losses.
2. Zimmermann Telegram: The intercepted message from Germany to Mexico proposed a
military alliance, further inflaming American public opinion against Germany.
3. Economic Interests: American banks and businesses had strong financial ties to the
Allies, creating an economic incentive for U.S. involvement.

The American Expeditionary Forces, led by General John J. Pershing, played a crucial role in
turning the tide of the war in favor of the Allies. The war concluded with the signing of the
Treaty of Versailles in 1919, which imposed harsh penalties on Germany but also
established the League of Nations.

Implications of America's Rise as a World Power

The emergence of the United States as a world power had significant implications for both
domestic and international affairs:

Domestic Impact

- Economic Growth: The war effort spurred industrial growth and technological
advancements, leading to a period of economic prosperity in the 1920s.
- Social Changes: The war also catalyzed social changes, including increased roles for
women and minorities in the workforce, as well as the Great Migration of African Americans
to northern cities in search of better opportunities.

International Impact

- Shift in Global Power Dynamics: America's entry into World War I and its subsequent role
in the peace process marked a shift away from European dominance in global affairs.
- Foundation for Future Conflicts: The unresolved issues from World War I, particularly the
punitive measures of the Treaty of Versailles, set the stage for future global conflicts,
including World War II.

Conclusion

Chapter 18 Section 4 of American history provides a comprehensive overview of the factors



that contributed to the United States' emergence as a world power. Through key events
such as the Spanish-American War, influential leaders like Theodore Roosevelt and
Woodrow Wilson, and the nation’s involvement in World War I, it is clear that this period
laid the groundwork for America's complex role in global affairs. As the U.S. navigated the
challenges of imperialism, economic growth, and international diplomacy, it became a
significant player on the world stage, shaping the course of history in the 20th century and
beyond. Understanding this transformation is essential for grasping the ongoing impact of
American foreign policy in the contemporary world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main factors that led to America
becoming a world power in the early 20th century?
The main factors included economic expansion, military strength, territorial acquisitions,
and a desire for international influence and trade.

How did the Spanish-American War contribute to
America's status as a world power?
The Spanish-American War resulted in the U.S. gaining territories such as Puerto Rico,
Guam, and the Philippines, which expanded its influence and presence in international
affairs.

What role did the open door policy play in America's
foreign relations?
The open door policy aimed to ensure equal trading rights for all nations in China,
showcasing America's commitment to free trade and its desire to prevent colonial
monopolies.

What was the significance of the Panama Canal for the
United States?
The Panama Canal significantly shortened maritime trade routes, enhanced U.S. naval
mobility, and solidified America's strategic and economic interests in Central America.

How did President Theodore Roosevelt's foreign policy
reflect America's emerging role as a world power?
President Theodore Roosevelt's foreign policy, particularly the 'Big Stick' diplomacy,
emphasized military readiness and intervention to protect American interests abroad,
asserting the U.S. as a dominant global force.



What were the implications of America's involvement in
World War I for its status as a world power?
America's involvement in World War I solidified its role as a world power, leading to
increased economic influence, a stronger military, and a key role in shaping post-war
international policies.
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