chapter 19 section 2 american power
tips the balance

Chapter 19 Section 2: American Power Tips the Balance provides a crucial
examination of the transformation of American power during the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. This period marked significant shifts in both domestic
policies and international relations as the United States emerged as a
formidable global power. Through industrialization, military expansion, and
diplomatic strategies, America began to assert its influence on the world
stage, altering the balance of power in ways that shaped subsequent history.

The Context of American Expansionism

The late 1800s were characterized by a surge in American expansionism,
influenced by various factors:

e Economic Interests: The Industrial Revolution had transformed the U.S.
economy, leading to the need for new markets and resources.

e Nationalism: A growing sense of national pride fostered the belief that
the U.S. had a destiny to fulfill on the global stage.

e Military Strategy: Influential thinkers like Alfred Thayer Mahan argued
for a strong navy and overseas bases to secure American interests.

e Social Darwinism: Many Americans believed in the idea of Anglo-Saxon
superiority, justifying imperialism as a means of civilizing other
cultures.

These factors converged to create a climate ripe for expansion, leading to a
series of events that would tip the balance of power in favor of the U.S.

The Spanish-American War: A Turning Point

One of the pivotal moments in this chapter of American history was the
Spanish-American War of 1898. Sparked by humanitarian concerns over the
plight of Cubans under Spanish rule and fueled by sensational journalism, the
war marked the U.S.'s entry into international conflicts on a grand scale.



Causes of the War

The causes of the Spanish-American War can be categorized into several key
elements:

1. Humanitarian Concerns: The American public was outraged by reports of
Spanish atrocities in Cuba, prompting calls for intervention.

2. Yellow Journalism: Sensationalist media outlets exaggerated events to
galvanize public support for war.

3. Economic Interests: American businesses had significant investments in
Cuba, and instability threatened these interests.

4. The Sinking of the USS Maine: The explosion of the American battleship
in Havana Harbor was the final spark that ignited war fever.

Outcomes of the War

The swift victory of the United States in the Spanish-American War had
profound implications:

e Acquisition of Territories: The U.S. gained control of Puerto Rico,
Guam, and the Philippines, marking a significant expansion of American
territory.

e Emergence as a Global Power: The war established the U.S. as a key
player in international politics, shifting the balance of power away
from European colonial powers.

e Debate Over Imperialism: The war sparked a national debate about the
morality and practicality of imperialism, leading to the formation of
both pro- and anti-imperialist groups.

The Rise of American Imperialism

Following the Spanish-American War, American imperialism began to take shape
more explicitly. This period saw the U.S. extending its influence across the
globe, particularly in Latin America and the Pacific.



The Roosevelt Corollary

In 1904, President Theodore Roosevelt expanded upon the Monroe Doctrine with
the Roosevelt Corollary, asserting the U.S. right to intervene in Latin
American nations to maintain stability and order. This policy exemplified a
more aggressive approach to foreign affairs, which had several significant
implications:

e Increased Military Presence: The U.S. established a military presence in
various nations, especially in the Caribbean, to safeguard American
interests.

e Intervention in Latin America: The corollary justified interventions in
countries like the Dominican Republic and Nicaragua, often leading to
long-term military occupations.

* Diplomatic Relations: The U.S. sought to position itself as a
stabilizing force in the region, altering traditional power dynamics.

The Open Door Policy

In Asia, the Open Door Policy, articulated by Secretary of State John Hay in
1899, aimed to ensure equal trading rights for all nations in China. This
policy reflected America's growing economic interests in Asia and its desire
to prevent any single power from dominating the region.

The Impact of World War I

The First World War served as a defining moment in the establishment of
American power. Initially neutral, the U.S. was drawn into the conflict in
1917 due to several factors, including unrestricted submarine warfare by
Germany and cultural ties to the Allies.

American Contributions to the War

The involvement of the U.S. in World War I had several critical effects:

e Military Contributions: American troops, known as the American
Expeditionary Forces (AEF), played a crucial role in key battles,
helping to turn the tide in favor of the Allies.



e Economic Power: The U.S. emerged as a major creditor nation, providing
loans and supplies to the Allies, thus strengthening its economic
position.

e Diplomatic Influence: President Woodrow Wilson's Fourteen Points and his
role in the Treaty of Versailles established the U.S. as a key player in
shaping post-war diplomacy.

The League of Nations

Although the U.S. Senate ultimately rejected membership in the League of
Nations, Wilson's advocacy for the organization symbolized America's newfound
commitment to international cooperation and collective security. The League
was intended to prevent future conflicts through diplomacy, but its
ineffectiveness foreshadowed the challenges that lay ahead.

The Legacy of American Power Shifts

The shifts in American power during this period had lasting implications for
both domestic and international politics. The emergence of the U.S. as a
global power changed the dynamics of international relations and set the
stage for future conflicts and diplomatic efforts.

Domestic Implications

The rise of American power influenced domestic policies, leading to:

e Increased Militarization: A focus on military preparedness and
modernization became prevalent, influencing foreign policy for decades.

e Economic Growth: Industrial growth fueled by wartime production led to
economic prosperity in the 1920s and established the U.S. as a global
economic leader.

e Social Changes: The war and subsequent policies prompted discussions
around civil rights and the role of government, shaping future
movements.



International Consequences

Internationally, the U.S.'s ascension as a power set in motion:

e Influence in Global Affairs: The U.S. began to play a central role in
global diplomacy, influencing conflicts and peace negotiations.

e Shifts in Alliances: The balance of power shifted away from European
dominance, leading to new alliances and rivalries.

e Foundation for Future Conflicts: The unresolved issues from World War I
and the interwar period laid the groundwork for World War II.

Conclusion

In summary, Chapter 19 Section 2: American Power Tips the Balance illustrates
a critical period in which the United States transitioned from a relatively
isolated nation to a central player on the world stage. Through military
conflict, economic expansion, and diplomatic initiatives, America altered the
global balance of power, leaving a legacy that would influence international
relations for decades to come. Understanding this transformative period is
essential for comprehending the complexities of modern geopolitics and
America's role in the world today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What key events are discussed in Chapter 19, Section
2 regarding American power?

Chapter 19, Section 2 highlights significant events such as the Spanish-
American War, which marked a turning point in American foreign policy,
leading to increased military and economic influence in the Caribbean and
Pacific.

How did the Spanish-American War contribute to the
shift in American power?

The Spanish-American War resulted in the United States gaining territories
such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines, thereby establishing itself
as a colonial power and expanding its influence globally.



What role did President Theodore Roosevelt play in
shaping American foreign policy during this period?

President Theodore Roosevelt was instrumental in promoting an assertive
foreign policy, exemplified by his 'Big Stick' diplomacy, which emphasized
military strength and intervention in international affairs.

What was the significance of the Roosevelt Corollary
to the Monroe Doctrine?

The Roosevelt Corollary expanded the Monroe Doctrine by asserting the right
of the United States to intervene in Latin American countries to maintain
stability, thus reinforcing American dominance in the Western Hemisphere.

What were some reactions to America's growing
imperialism during this period?

The rise of American imperialism sparked debates and opposition, with groups
like the Anti-Imperialist League arguing against expansion on moral and
ethical grounds, advocating for self-determination and anti-colonialism.

How did American imperialism during this era affect
its relationships with other nations?

American imperialism led to both alliances and tensions with other nations;
while it established the U.S. as a major global power, it also created
conflicts with countries 1like Germany and Japan as they reacted to U.S.
expansionist policies.
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