
chasing coral worksheet answers
Chasing Coral worksheet answers are essential for students and educators who wish to
understand the critical issues surrounding coral reefs presented in the documentary "Chasing
Coral." This film, released in 2017 and directed by Jeff Orlowski, aims to raise awareness about the
alarming rate at which coral reefs are disappearing due to climate change, ocean acidification, and
other human activities. In this article, we will explore the documentary's key themes, the
significance of coral reefs, and how the answers to the associated worksheets can enhance
understanding of these crucial ecosystems.

Understanding Coral Reefs

Coral reefs are often referred to as the "rainforests of the sea" due to their biodiversity and
ecological importance. They provide habitat and shelter for numerous marine species, contribute to
coastal protection, and support the livelihoods of millions of people around the world. The health of
coral reefs is indicative of the overall health of the marine environment.

What are Coral Reefs?

Coral reefs are built by tiny animals called coral polyps, which secrete calcium carbonate to form a
hard structure. These reefs thrive in warm, shallow waters and require specific conditions to
flourish, including:

Warm temperatures (typically between 23°C to 29°C)

Clear water for sunlight penetration

Stable salinity levels

The symbiotic relationship between coral polyps and zooxanthellae (microscopic algae) plays a
crucial role in the reef's health, as these algae perform photosynthesis and provide energy to the
coral.

The Importance of Coral Reefs

Coral reefs offer a multitude of benefits, including:

Biodiversity: They support an estimated 25% of all marine species, despite covering less than1.
1% of the ocean floor.



Economic Value: Coral reefs contribute significantly to the fishing and tourism industries,2.
generating billions in revenue globally.

Coastal Protection: Reefs act as natural barriers against storms and erosion, protecting3.
coastal communities.

Medicinal Resources: Many marine organisms found in coral reefs possess compounds that4.
can be used for pharmaceuticals.

The Chasing Coral Documentary

"Chasing Coral" follows a team of divers, photographers, and scientists as they document the
unprecedented bleaching of coral reefs. The film emphasizes the urgency of the situation and the
need for immediate action to protect these vital ecosystems.

Key Themes of the Documentary

The documentary delves into several critical themes:

Coral Bleaching: The phenomenon where corals expel their symbiotic algae due to stress,
leading to a loss of color and, ultimately, death if conditions do not improve.

Climate Change: The film discusses how rising ocean temperatures caused by climate change
are a primary driver of coral bleaching.

Human Impact: It addresses the role of pollution, overfishing, and coastal development in
exacerbating coral reef decline.

Hope and Action: The film concludes with a message of hope, highlighting conservation
efforts and the importance of individual and collective action.

Chasing Coral Worksheet Answers

The "Chasing Coral" worksheet typically includes questions that encourage viewers to reflect on the
documentary's content and its implications. Here are some common questions along with suggested
answers that can help enhance understanding of the film's messages.



Worksheet Questions and Answers

1. What is coral bleaching, and what causes it?
Answer: Coral bleaching occurs when corals expel the zooxanthellae algae that live within their
tissues, usually in response to stress factors such as elevated water temperatures, pollution, and
changes in water quality. Without these algae, the corals lose their vibrant colors and become more
susceptible to disease and mortality.

2. Why are coral reefs referred to as the “rainforests of the sea”?
Answer: Coral reefs are called the "rainforests of the sea" because they support an incredibly diverse
range of marine life, similar to how rainforests support biodiversity on land. They serve as vital
habitats for numerous fish species, invertebrates, and other marine organisms.

3. What role does climate change play in the decline of coral reefs?
Answer: Climate change contributes to the rise in ocean temperatures, leading to increased
instances of coral bleaching. Additionally, it causes ocean acidification, which affects the ability of
corals to build their calcium carbonate structures, further threatening their survival.

4. What actions can individuals take to help protect coral reefs?
Answer: Individuals can help protect coral reefs by reducing their carbon footprint, supporting
sustainable seafood practices, minimizing pollution by properly disposing of waste, and advocating
for policies aimed at conserving marine ecosystems.

5. What message does the documentary convey regarding the future of coral reefs?
Answer: The documentary conveys a message of urgency regarding the protection of coral reefs,
emphasizing that while the situation is critical, there is still hope through awareness, education, and
concerted conservation efforts.

Using Worksheet Answers for Education

The answers provided in the worksheets can be utilized in various educational settings:

- Classroom Discussions: Encourage students to share their thoughts on the documentary and the
answers they’ve discovered, fostering a collaborative learning environment.

- Research Projects: Students can expand on the worksheet answers by researching specific coral
species, conservation methods, or local reef ecosystems.

- Community Awareness Programs: Students can organize events to raise awareness in their
communities about the importance of coral reefs and the actions they can take to protect them.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the "Chasing Coral" documentary serves as a powerful reminder of the need to protect
our planet's coral reefs, which are some of the most diverse and valuable ecosystems on Earth.
Understanding the content through worksheets and answers enhances the educational experience,



allowing students to grasp the critical issues at hand. By fostering awareness and encouraging
action, we can all contribute to the preservation of these vital marine habitats for future
generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the 'Chasing Coral' documentary?
The main focus of 'Chasing Coral' is to document the phenomenon of coral bleaching and the impact
of climate change on coral reefs.

What are some key visual elements used in 'Chasing Coral' to
convey its message?
The documentary uses time-lapse photography and underwater footage to visually showcase the
dramatic changes in coral reefs over time.

How does 'Chasing Coral' raise awareness about coral reef
conservation?
The film raises awareness by highlighting the beauty and importance of coral ecosystems, along with
the urgent need for their protection against climate change.

What scientific concepts are explored in the 'Chasing Coral'
worksheets?
The worksheets often explore concepts such as ecosystems, biodiversity, climate change, and the
symbiotic relationships between corals and marine life.

What activities might be included in a 'Chasing Coral'
worksheet?
Activities may include reflection questions, data analysis, discussions on conservation strategies, and
creative projects related to coral reefs.

How can educators use 'Chasing Coral' as a teaching tool?
Educators can use 'Chasing Coral' to facilitate discussions about environmental science, foster
critical thinking on climate issues, and inspire students to engage in conservation efforts.

What are some common misconceptions about coral reefs
addressed in the documentary?
The documentary addresses misconceptions such as the belief that coral reefs are indestructible and
that coral bleaching is a natural, harmless phenomenon.



What action steps does 'Chasing Coral' suggest for individuals
to help protect coral reefs?
The documentary suggests actions such as reducing carbon footprints, supporting sustainable
seafood practices, and participating in local conservation efforts.
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