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The Chicago mayoral election is one of the most significant events in the city’s political calendar.
Each election season, Chicagoans prepare to make crucial decisions that will shape the future of
their city. This comprehensive guide aims to equip voters with the information they need to make
informed choices in the upcoming mayoral election. From understanding the candidates to knowing
how to vote, this guide covers everything necessary for a successful voting experience.

Understanding the Role of the Mayor

Before diving into the specifics of the election, it’s essential to understand what the mayor of
Chicago does. The mayor serves as the chief executive officer of the city, responsible for:

- Implementing policies: The mayor oversees the implementation of city policies and ordinances.

- Budget management: They propose the city budget and manage financial resources.

- Public safety: The mayor plays a crucial role in ensuring public safety through police and fire
department oversight.

- City services: They are responsible for the functioning of essential city services such as sanitation,
transportation, and public health.

- Community engagement: The mayor often interacts with community leaders and residents to
address local issues.

Key Dates for the 2023 Election

Knowing the important dates surrounding the election is crucial for voters. Here’s a timeline to keep
in mind:

1. Candidate Filing Deadline: Candidates must officially file their nomination papers by a specified
date, usually several weeks before the election.

2. Early Voting Period: Early voting typically starts 15 to 30 days before the election.

3. Election Day: Chicagoans will head to the polls on a designated date, usually the first Tuesday in
November.

4. Voter Registration Deadline: Ensure you are registered to vote by the deadline, which is often
several weeks before Election Day.

Choosing Your Candidates

The Chicago mayoral race often includes a variety of candidates, each bringing different
perspectives and policies to the table. Here’s how to evaluate them effectively:



Researching Candidates

1. Official Websites: Visit the candidates' official campaign websites to learn more about their
platforms, backgrounds, and priorities.

2. Debates and Forums: Attend or watch recorded debates and community forums where candidates
discuss their views and answer questions from residents.

3. Endorsements: Look for endorsements from local organizations, community leaders, and
newspapers, as these can provide insight into a candidate's credibility and support base.

4. Social Media: Follow candidates on social media to keep up with their campaign activities and
public statements.

Key Issues to Consider

As you evaluate candidates, consider the following key issues that may affect your decision:

- Public Safety: How do candidates plan to address crime rates and police reform?

- Education: What are their proposals for improving public education and funding for schools?

- Housing and Homelessness: What strategies do they have for affordable housing and addressing
homelessness?

- Transportation: How will they improve public transportation and address traffic congestion?

- Economic Development: What are their plans for job creation and supporting local businesses?

How to Vote in Chicago

Voting in Chicago can be straightforward if you follow the necessary steps. Here’s a breakdown of
the voting process:

Voter Registration

- Check Registration Status: Before you do anything, verify that you are registered to vote. You can
do this through the Illinois State Board of Elections website.

- Register to Vote: If you are not registered, you can register online, by mail, or in person. Make sure
to do this before the registration deadline.

Voting Methods

Chicago offers several voting methods for residents:

1. Early Voting:

- Available at designated locations throughout the city.
- Typically starts 15 to 30 days before Election Day.

- Bring identification if required.



2. Vote by Mail:
- Request a mail-in ballot through the Chicago Board of Elections website.
- Complete and return your ballot by mail or at designated drop-off locations.

3. In-Person Voting on Election Day:
- Locate your polling place through the Chicago Board of Elections website.
- Polls are usually open from 6 AM to 7 PM.

Understanding the Voting Process

Once you've registered and determined how you’ll vote, it’s essential to understand the voting
process itself:

Preparing to Vote

- Review Your Ballot: Before voting, take time to understand the ballot. Familiarize yourself with the
candidates and any referendums or measures.

- Bring Identification: While ID may not be required to vote in Illinois, it’s always good practice to
have one on hand, especially if you are voting for the first time.

During Voting

- Follow Instructions: Whether voting early, by mail, or in person, make sure to follow all instructions
carefully to ensure your vote counts.

- Ask for Help: If you have any questions during the voting process, don’t hesitate to ask poll workers
for assistance.

Post-Election Considerations

After casting your vote, there are a few things to keep in mind:

Tracking Your Ballot

- If you voted by mail, you can track the status of your ballot through the Chicago Board of Elections
website to ensure it was received and counted.

Engagement Beyond Election Day

- Stay engaged with local issues and follow the new mayor’s policies and decisions. Attend city



council meetings, participate in community discussions, and continue to advocate for your priorities.

Conclusion

The Chicago mayoral election is a critical opportunity for residents to voice their opinions and shape
the future of their city. By understanding the candidates, key issues, and the voting process,
Chicagoans can make informed choices that reflect their values and priorities. Remember, every
vote counts, and civic engagement extends beyond Election Day. Stay informed, participate actively,
and help build a better Chicago for everyone.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key dates for the Chicago mayoral election
voting process?

The key dates for the Chicago mayoral election include the election day, which is usually held on the
first Tuesday in February. Early voting typically starts 15 days before the election, and mail-in voting
applications can be requested up to 5 days before the election.

How can I find my polling place for the Chicago mayoral
election?

You can find your polling place by visiting the Chicago Board of Elections website and entering your
address in the polling place locator tool.

What identification do I need to bring to vote in the Chicago
mayoral election?

In Chicago, you do not need to show ID to vote, but it is recommended to bring a form of
identification if you are a first-time voter who registered by mail. Acceptable forms of ID include a
driver's license, state ID, or any government-issued photo ID.

What are the main issues at stake in the upcoming Chicago
mayoral election?

Key issues in the upcoming Chicago mayoral election include public safety, affordable housing,
education funding, and economic recovery post-COVID-19. Candidates often have different
approaches to these pressing concerns.

How can I educate myself about the candidates running for
mayor in Chicago?

You can educate yourself about the candidates by visiting their official campaign websites, attending



community forums, reading local news articles, and reviewing voter guides provided by
organizations focused on civic engagement.
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