chicago style writing example

Chicago style writing example is an essential aspect of academic and
professional writing, particularly in the fields of history, literature, and
the arts. The Chicago Manual of Style, first published in 1906, has evolved
over the years to become one of the most respected and widely used style
guides. This article explores the nuances of Chicago style writing, offering
examples, guidelines, and tips for crafting clear and effective works.

Understanding Chicago Style

Chicago style is known for its flexibility and comprehensive guidelines,
which can accommodate a variety of writing situations. It primarily offers
two systems for citation: the Notes and Bibliography system and the Author-
Date system.

1. Notes and Bibliography System

This system is commonly used in the humanities. It relies on footnotes or
endnotes for in-text citations and a bibliography at the end of the document.

Example of a Footnote:

1. John Doe, The History of Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2020), 45.

Example of a Bibliography Entry:

Doe, John. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2020.

2. Author-Date System

This system is often preferred in the social sciences. It integrates in-text
citations that include the author’s last name and the year of publication,
with a reference list at the end.

Example of an In-Text Citation:

(Doe 2020, 45)

Example of a Reference List Entry:

Doe, John. 2020. The History of Chicago. Chicago: University of Chicago



Press.

Key Components of Chicago Style Writing

When writing in Chicago style, several key components should be kept in mind
to ensure clarity and consistency.

1. Title Page

A title page in Chicago style should include:

- Title of the paper
- Subtitle (if any)
- Author’s name

- Course name

- Instructor’s name
- Date of submission

Example of a Title Page:

The Impact of the Great Chicago Fire on Urban Development
A Study of Historical Consequences

John Smith

History 101

Professor Jane Doe
April 15, 2023

2. Margins and Spacing

Chicago style requires specific formatting for margins and spacing:

- Margins: 1 inch on all sides

- Line spacing: Double-spaced throughout the text, with single spacing for
footnotes and bibliography entries

- Indentation: A half-inch indent for the first line of each paragraph

3. Font and Size

The recommended font for Chicago style writing is Times New Roman, size 12.
However, other readable fonts such as Arial or Calibri may be used, provided



they are consistent throughout the document.

4. Page Numbers

Page numbers should be placed in the header at the top right corner of each
page, beginning with the title page as page 1.

Writing Style and Tone

The tone of Chicago style writing is typically formal and academic. Here are
some tips to achieve this tone:

- Avoid colloquialisms: Use standard language and avoid slang.

- Use the active voice: Whenever possible, prefer active voice over passive
voice for clarity.

- Be concise: Aim for clear and direct sentences. Avoid unnecessary jargon
and complex vocabulary.

Example of Active vs. Passive Voice:

- Active: "The researcher conducted the experiment.”
- Passive: "The experiment was conducted by the researcher.™

Citing Sources

Citing sources correctly is crucial in Chicago style writing to give credit
to original authors and avoid plagiarism.

1. Books

For books, the citation format varies slightly between the Notes and
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system.

Notes and Bibliography:

- Footnote: 1. Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of
Publication: Publisher, Year), page number.

- Bibliography: Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher, Year.

Author-Date:

- In-text: (Last Name Year, page number)



- Reference List: Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher.

2. Articles

Citing articles from journals or magazines also follows a similar format.
Notes and Bibliography:

- Footnote: 1. Author First Name Last Name, “Title of Article,” Title of
Journal volume number, no. issue number (Year): page range.

- Bibliography: Last Name, First Name. “Title of Article.” Title of Journal
volume number, no. issue number (Year): page range.

Author-Date:

- In-text: (Last Name Year, page number)

- Reference List: Last Name, First Name. Year. “Title of Article.” Title of
Journal volume number, no. issue number: page range.

3. Websites

Citing web sources requires additional details such as access dates.
Notes and Bibliography:

- Footnote: 1. Author First Name Last Name, “Title of Webpage,” Name of
Website, last modified Month Day, Year, URL.

- Bibliography: Last Name, First Name. “Title of Webpage.” Name of Website.
Last modified Month Day, Year. URL.

Author-Date:
- In-text: (Last Name Year)

- Reference List: Last Name, First Name. Year. “Title of Webpage.” Name of
Website. Last modified Month Day, Year. URL.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Even seasoned writers can make errors in Chicago style writing. Here are some
common pitfalls to avoid:

- Inconsistent citation formats: Ensure that all citations follow the same
system throughout the document.
- Missing footnotes or bibliography entries: Every source referenced in the



text must be included in the bibliography or reference list.

- Incorrect punctuation: Pay close attention to the punctuation rules
specific to Chicago style, particularly in citations.

- Neglecting the title page requirements: Adhere to the formatting guidelines
for the title page to present a polished appearance.

Conclusion

Mastering Chicago style writing example is essential for those in academic
and professional realms. By understanding the various citation formats,
adhering to formatting guidelines, and avoiding common mistakes, writers can
produce clear and credible works. Whether you are crafting a research paper,
thesis, or article, the principles of Chicago style will help you communicate
your ideas effectively while maintaining academic integrity. As you continue
to refine your writing skills, remember that practice and attention to detail
are key to mastering any writing style.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Chicago style writing?

Chicago style writing refers to a citation and formatting style outlined in
‘The Chicago Manual of Style.' It is commonly used in the humanities,
particularly in history, literature, and the arts.

What are the two main systems of citation in Chicago
style?
The two main systems are the Notes and Bibliography system, which is commonly

used in the humanities, and the Author-Date system, which is typically used
in the sciences and social sciences.

How do you format a book citation in Chicago style?

In the Notes and Bibliography system, a book citation in a footnote would
look like this: Firstname Lastname, Title of Book (Place of publication:
Publisher, Year of publication), page number. In the bibliography, it would
be formatted as: Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of publication:
Publisher, Year of publication.

What is the correct way to cite a journal article in
Chicago style?

For a journal article in the Notes and Bibliography system, the footnote
citation would be: Firstname Lastname, 'Title of Article,' Title of Journal



volume number, no. issue number (Year): page numbers, DOI or URL. In the
bibliography, it would be: Lastname, Firstname. 'Title of Article.' Title of
Journal volume number, no. issue number (Year): page range.

How should you format a Chicago-style paper?

A Chicago-style paper typically includes a title page, page numbers,
footnotes or endnotes for citations, and a bibliography at the end. The text
should be double-spaced, with 1-inch margins and a readable font.

Are there specific guidelines for using italics in
Chicago style?

Yes, in Chicago style, titles of larger works like books, movies, and
journals should be italicized, while titles of shorter works like articles,
essays, and poems should be placed in quotation marks.

What is an example of citing a website in Chicago
style?

In the Notes and Bibliography system, a website citation would look like
this: Firstname Lastname, 'Title of Webpage,' Name of Website, last modified
Month Day, Year, URL. In the bibliography, it would be: Lastname, Firstname.
‘Title of Webpage.' Name of Website. Last modified Month Day, Year. URL.

How do you handle multiple authors in Chicago style
citations?

For up to three authors, list all their names in the order they appear. For
four or more authors, list the first author followed by 'et al.' in both
footnotes and bibliographic entries.

What resources are available for learning Chicago
style writing?

Resources include 'The Chicago Manual of Style' itself, which is available in
print and online, as well as various online citation guides, writing centers,
and academic libraries that provide guidance on Chicago style.
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