
chick corea now he sings now he sobs
Chick Corea Now He Sings Now He Sobbs is a seminal album in the world of jazz,
showcasing the extraordinary talent of pianist Chick Corea. Released in 1968, this album
not only solidified Corea's reputation as a leading figure in the jazz genre but also
highlighted his innovative approach to composition and improvisation. In this article, we
will delve into the significance of “Now He Sings, Now He Sobbs,” its historical context,
musical elements, and the impact it has had on both listeners and musicians alike.

Historical Context of the Album

Chick Corea’s “Now He Sings, Now He Sobbs” was released during a transformative
period in jazz history. The late 1960s saw a fusion of various musical styles, including jazz,
rock, and classical influences. Corea was part of this evolution, contributing to the genre's
expansion with his unique sound.

The Birth of Fusion Jazz

- Fusion jazz emerged as artists began to blend traditional jazz with elements of rock and
funk.
- Corea, along with contemporaries such as Miles Davis and Herbie Hancock, played a
vital role in defining this new genre.
- “Now He Sings, Now He Sobbs” exemplifies this fusion, showcasing Corea's ability to
incorporate diverse musical influences into his compositions.

Chick Corea's Artistic Journey

Before the release of “Now He Sings, Now He Sobbs,” Corea had already made a name for
himself as a skilled pianist and composer. His work with the legendary band Return to
Forever and collaborations with jazz luminaries like Stan Getz laid the groundwork for his
solo endeavors.

- Corea's early influences included classical composers such as Debussy and Ravel, as well
as jazz greats like Bill Evans and Thelonious Monk.
- His diverse background allowed him to create a sound that was both innovative and
rooted in tradition.

Musical Elements of “Now He Sings, Now He
Sobbs”

The album features a blend of original compositions and Corea's innovative arrangements,



showcasing his virtuosity and creativity. Each track is a testament to his improvisational
skills and his ability to communicate emotions through music.

Key Tracks and Their Significance

1. "Steps - What Was": This track opens the album with a dynamic interplay between the
piano and bass, setting the stage for the journey that follows. The song's structure allows
for extensive improvisation, showcasing Corea’s mastery of rhythm and melody.

2. "Matrix": A complex composition that exemplifies Corea's ability to fuse intricate
melodies with rhythmic elements. The interplay between the instruments creates a sense
of dialogue, making it a standout piece in the album.

3. "Windows": This ballad highlights Corea’s lyrical playing style, evoking deep emotions.
The use of space and silence is as impactful as the notes played, demonstrating the power
of minimalism in jazz.

4. "Now He Sings, Now He Sobbs": The title track encapsulates the essence of the album,
blending energetic passages with reflective moments. It's a perfect representation of the
emotional range Corea explores throughout the album.

Instrumentation and Collaborations

Corea was joined by a stellar lineup of musicians for this album, each contributing their
unique sound to the overall experience.

- Bassist Miroslav Vitouš: His fluid bass lines complement Corea's piano work, providing a
foundation that allows for exploration and creativity.
- Drummer Roy Haynes: Known for his innovative drumming style, Haynes adds a layer of
complexity to the compositions, enhancing the rhythmic dynamics of each track.

The synergy between these musicians results in a cohesive yet adventurous sound, making
“Now He Sings, Now He Sobbs” a remarkable collaboration.

The Impact of “Now He Sings, Now He Sobbs”

The release of “Now He Sings, Now He Sobbs” had a profound impact on the jazz
landscape, influencing countless musicians and inspiring future generations of artists.

Influence on Future Jazz Musicians

- Corea's innovative approach to improvisation encouraged other musicians to explore
their own creative boundaries.



- The fusion of styles seen in this album paved the way for many contemporary jazz artists
who continue to experiment with genre-blending.

Cultural Significance

- The album reflects the cultural and social changes of the 1960s, a time of
experimentation and breaking away from traditional norms.
- Corea’s music resonated with the spirit of the era, as artists sought to express their
individuality and explore new artistic territories.

Listening Experience and Legacy

For both seasoned jazz aficionados and newcomers, “Now He Sings, Now He Sobbs” offers
a rich listening experience. The album invites listeners to engage with the music on
multiple levels, from the technical prowess of the musicians to the emotional depth of
Corea's compositions.

Why You Should Listen

- Emotional Depth: Each track tells a story, allowing listeners to connect with the music on
a personal level.
- Technical Mastery: Corea's virtuosic playing and innovative arrangements demonstrate
the possibilities within jazz.
- Historical Perspective: Understanding this album provides insights into the evolution of
jazz and the impact of fusion on the genre.

Continuing Legacy

Even decades after its release, “Now He Sings, Now He Sobbs” remains a vital part of the
jazz canon.

- It continues to be studied in music schools, inspiring aspiring musicians to explore their
creativity.
- Corea’s work has influenced countless artists across various genres, making him a
significant figure in the broader musical landscape.

Conclusion

Chick Corea’s “Now He Sings, Now He Sobbs” is more than just an album; it is a landmark
in jazz history that continues to resonate with audiences and musicians alike. Its
innovative compositions, emotional depth, and historical significance make it a must-listen



for anyone interested in the evolution of jazz. Whether you're a lifelong fan or a newcomer
to the genre, this album offers a rich tapestry of sound that captures the essence of
creativity and expression in music. Explore this masterpiece, and you’ll discover why
Chick Corea remains a towering figure in the world of jazz.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Chick Corea's album 'Now
He Sings, Now He Sobs'?
The album is significant for its innovative blend of jazz, classical, and avant-garde
elements, showcasing Corea's virtuosity and creativity as a pianist and composer.

When was 'Now He Sings, Now He Sobs' released?
The album was released in 1968.

Who are the other musicians featured on 'Now He Sings,
Now He Sobs'?
The album features notable musicians including Miroslav Vitous on bass and Roy Haynes
on drums.

What are some standout tracks on 'Now He Sings, Now
He Sobs'?
Standout tracks include 'Matrix', 'Song of the Wind', and 'Tones for Joan's Bones'.

How did 'Now He Sings, Now He Sobs' influence modern
jazz?
The album is often credited with pushing the boundaries of jazz, influencing subsequent
generations of musicians with its complex harmonies and improvisational style.

What themes are explored in 'Now He Sings, Now He
Sobs'?
The album explores themes of emotional expression, the interplay between joy and sorrow,
and the importance of improvisation in jazz.

Is 'Now He Sings, Now He Sobs' considered a classic in
jazz history?
Yes, it is widely regarded as a classic and an essential album in the jazz genre.



What instruments are prominently featured in 'Now He
Sings, Now He Sobs'?
The album prominently features the piano, bass, and drums, with Corea's piano work
being the focal point.

How does Chick Corea's style in 'Now He Sings, Now He
Sobs' differ from his later works?
In 'Now He Sings, Now He Sobs', Corea's style is more rooted in acoustic jazz, whereas his
later works explore more fusion and electronic elements.

What impact did 'Now He Sings, Now He Sobs' have on
Chick Corea's career?
The album helped establish Chick Corea as a leading figure in jazz and set the stage for
his prolific career, earning him critical acclaim and a dedicated fan base.
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