
christ of redeemer history
Christ of Redeemer history is a fascinating journey that traverses through time, art, and
the faith of millions. This iconic statue, which towers over the city of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
not only symbolizes Christianity but also represents the cultural essence of Brazil. This
article delves into the history of the Christ of Redeemer statue, exploring its inception,
construction, cultural significance, and its status as one of the New Seven Wonders of the
World.

The Inception of Christ of Redeemer

The idea for the Christ of Redeemer statue was born in the early 1920s during a time when
Brazil was experiencing significant social, political, and economic changes. The following
factors contributed to the conception of this monumental project:

Religious Influence: Brazil is predominantly a Catholic nation, and there was a
strong desire among the population to create a symbol of faith that could unify and
inspire the country.

National Identity: The early 20th century was marked by nationalism in Brazil. Many
sought to establish a distinct Brazilian identity, and a grand statue of Christ was seen
as a means to achieve this.

Support from the Church: The Catholic Church played a pivotal role in promoting
the statue as a representation of Brazilian spirituality and culture, garnering support
from both the church and the public.

In 1920, the idea was formally proposed by the Catholic Circle of Rio de Janeiro, and the
project quickly gained momentum.

Design and Planning

The design of the Christ of Redeemer statue is attributed to Brazilian engineer Heitor da
Silva Costa and French sculptor Paul Landowski. The initial sketches and plans underwent
several revisions before arriving at the final design. Key elements of the design process
included:

Inspiration and Style

- Art Deco Influence: The statue is a prime example of Art Deco architecture, characterized
by its geometric shapes and clean lines.



- Symbolism of the Arms: The outstretched arms symbolize peace and open arms to all,
representing acceptance and love for humanity.

Location Selection

The statue is situated atop the Corcovado Mountain, which stands at 710 meters (2,329
feet) above sea level. This location was chosen for several reasons:

- Visibility: The mountain provides a panoramic view of Rio de Janeiro, making the statue
visible from various parts of the city.
- Accessibility: It was determined that the mountain was accessible enough for construction,
though it would still pose unique challenges.

Construction of the Christ of Redeemer

The construction of the Christ of Redeemer statue began in 1926 and took nearly five years
to complete. The process was intricate and involved various stages:

Foundation Work: The first step involved constructing a solid foundation on the
rocky terrain of Corcovado Mountain.

Material Sourcing: The statue was made from reinforced concrete and covered with
a mosaic of soapstone, chosen for its durability and aesthetic appeal.

Assembly: The statue was built in pieces and then assembled on-site, which required
meticulous planning and coordination.

Final Touches: Once the statue was completed in 1931, it was adorned with lighting,
allowing it to shine brightly at night.

The statue was inaugurated on October 12, 1931, during a grand ceremony attended by
thousands, including government officials and religious leaders.

Significance and Cultural Impact

The Christ of Redeemer statue has transcended its original purpose as a religious symbol to
become a cultural icon for Brazil and a global landmark. Its significance can be understood
from various perspectives:



Religious Symbolism

- Pilgrimage Site: The statue attracts millions of visitors each year who come to pay their
respects and enjoy the breathtaking views of Rio de Janeiro.
- Symbol of Faith: It serves as a representation of Christian faith, hope, and love,
particularly during times of crisis or social unrest.

Tourism and Economic Impact

- Attracting Visitors: The statue is one of the most visited attractions in Brazil, drawing
millions of tourists annually, which boosts the local economy.
- Cultural Events: The site hosts various cultural and religious events, further enhancing its
status as a focal point of Brazilian culture.

Recognition as a World Wonder

In 2007, the Christ of Redeemer statue was named one of the New Seven Wonders of the
World, a recognition that solidified its importance on the global stage. This accolade has
further increased its popularity and tourist appeal.

Preservation and Challenges

Over the years, the Christ of Redeemer statue has faced various challenges, including
weathering and the impact of pollution. To ensure its preservation, several initiatives have
been undertaken:

Restoration Projects: Regular maintenance and restoration work is conducted to
address issues such as cracks and wear on the mosaic surface.

Environmental Protection: Efforts are being made to reduce pollution and protect
the surrounding environment, which is crucial for the statue's longevity.

Visitor Management: To handle the large influx of tourists, measures have been
implemented to manage crowds and enhance the visitor experience.

Conclusion

The Christ of Redeemer history is a captivating narrative that intertwines faith, art, and
cultural identity. As a monumental symbol of Christianity and Brazilian culture, the statue



continues to inspire millions around the world. Its remarkable journey from conception to
recognition as a global wonder reflects not only the artistic vision of its creators but also the
collective spirit of a nation. As we celebrate this iconic landmark, we also acknowledge the
importance of preserving it for future generations, ensuring that the message of hope and
love it embodies endures for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Christ the Redeemer statue inaugurated?
The Christ the Redeemer statue was inaugurated on October 12, 1931.

Who designed the Christ the Redeemer statue?
The statue was designed by Brazilian engineer Heitor da Silva Costa and sculpted by French
artist Paul Landowski.

What is the height of the Christ the Redeemer statue?
The Christ the Redeemer statue stands 30 meters (98 feet) tall, excluding its base, which
adds another 8 meters (26 feet).

What materials were used to construct Christ the
Redeemer?
The statue is made of reinforced concrete and soapstone, with the soapstone providing a
smooth finish.

Is Christ the Redeemer a UNESCO World Heritage Site?
Yes, the Christ the Redeemer statue was designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in
2012, as part of the 'Cultural Landscape of Rio de Janeiro'.

What inspired the creation of the Christ the Redeemer
statue?
The statue was created as a symbol of Christianity and to represent peace and welcome to
visitors of Rio de Janeiro.

How long did it take to build Christ the Redeemer?
The construction of Christ the Redeemer took about five years, beginning in 1926 and
concluding in 1931.



What is the significance of the Christ the Redeemer's
outstretched arms?
The outstretched arms of Christ the Redeemer symbolize openness and embrace,
welcoming all who visit.

Has Christ the Redeemer undergone any renovations?
Yes, the statue has undergone several renovations, including a major restoration in 2010 to
repair damage caused by weathering.

Is Christ the Redeemer one of the New Seven Wonders
of the World?
Yes, Christ the Redeemer was named one of the New Seven Wonders of the World in 2007.
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