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Christlike Parenting: Glenn I. Latham

Parenting is one of the most rewarding yet challenging roles that individuals can
undertake. It involves a delicate balance of love, discipline, guidance, and education. In his
groundbreaking work, Glenn I. Latham presents a unique perspective on effective
parenting through the lens of Christian principles. His book, "Christlike Parenting,"
emphasizes the importance of nurturing children's spiritual, emotional, and social
development while instilling moral values rooted in Christ's teachings. This article will
delve into the key concepts of Latham's approach, providing insights into how parents can
embody Christlike qualities in their parenting.

Understanding Christlike Parenting

Christlike parenting is not merely about following a set of rules or guidelines; it is about
embodying the virtues and characteristics of Jesus Christ in everyday interactions with
children. Latham emphasizes that parents are role models, and their behavior significantly
impacts their children's development and perception of the world.

The Core Principles of Christlike Parenting

Latham outlines several core principles that define Christlike parenting. These include:

1. Love and Compassion: At the heart of Christlike parenting is unconditional love. Parents
should express love and compassion to their children, reinforcing the idea that they are
valued and cherished.

2. Forgiveness: Just as Christ forgives, parents should foster a culture of forgiveness
within the family. This involves teaching children to forgive themselves and others,
promoting emotional healing and resilience.

3. Service: Children learn the importance of service by observing their parents. Engaging
in acts of kindness and community service can inspire children to develop empathy and a
desire to help others.

4. Discipline with Love: Discipline is essential for teaching children right from wrong.
Latham advocates for a balanced approach, where discipline is administered with love and
understanding rather than anger or frustration.

5. Modeling Christlike Behavior: Parents should strive to model the behaviors they wish to
see in their children. This includes humility, honesty, integrity, and kindness.



The Importance of Effective Communication

Effective communication is a cornerstone of Christlike parenting. Latham posits that open
and honest dialogue fosters trust and strengthens the parent-child relationship.

Strategies for Effective Communication

1. Active Listening: Parents should practice active listening, giving their full attention to
their children. This demonstrates that their thoughts and feelings are valued.

2. Encouragement and Affirmation: Regularly affirming children's efforts and
achievements can boost their self-esteem and encourage them to pursue their goals.

3. Appropriate Language: Using age-appropriate language helps children understand
complex concepts. Parents should strive to explain things in a way that resonates with
their child's developmental stage.

4. Open-Ended Questions: Encouraging children to express themselves through open-
ended questions fosters critical thinking and allows them to share their thoughts and
feelings freely.

Discipline as a Teaching Tool

Discipline is often viewed negatively, but Latham reframes it as a teaching tool. He
believes that discipline should be constructive, focusing on guidance rather than
punishment.

Effective Discipline Techniques

1. Setting Clear Expectations: Clearly communicating behavioral expectations helps
children understand what is acceptable and what is not.

2. Natural Consequences: Allowing children to experience the natural consequences of
their actions can be a powerful lesson. For example, if a child refuses to wear a jacket on a
chilly day, experiencing the cold can reinforce the importance of dressing appropriately.

3. Time-Outs: Time-outs can provide children with a moment to reflect on their behavior.
This technique should be applied calmly and should not be punitive but rather a time for
self-regulation.

4. Positive Reinforcement: Reinforcing positive behavior through praise and rewards
encourages children to repeat those behaviors.



Encouraging Spiritual Growth

Latham emphasizes the importance of nurturing children's spiritual growth as a crucial
aspect of Christlike parenting. Spirituality provides children with a moral compass and a
sense of purpose.

Methods to Foster Spiritual Growth

1. Family Prayer: Regularly praying together as a family can strengthen bonds and instill a
sense of community and shared values.

2. Bible Study: Engaging in Bible study as a family can help children understand Christ’s
teachings and how they apply to their lives.

3. Attending Church Services: Involving children in church activities helps them build a
sense of belonging within a faith community.

4. Service Projects: Participating in charitable activities together helps children
understand the importance of serving others and living out their faith in action.

Building a Strong Family Foundation

Creating a strong family foundation is essential for effective Christlike parenting. Latham
advocates for establishing a family culture rooted in love, respect, and shared values.

Elements of a Strong Family Foundation

1. Quality Time: Spending quality time together strengthens relationships. Family
activities, game nights, and outings create lasting memories and foster connection.

2. Traditions and Rituals: Establishing family traditions helps create a sense of identity
and belonging. This could include holiday traditions, weekly family dinners, or special
celebrations.

3. Open Dialogue: Encouraging open dialogue about feelings, thoughts, and experiences
fosters a supportive environment where children feel safe expressing themselves.

4. Conflict Resolution: Teaching children healthy conflict resolution skills equips them to
handle disagreements constructively, reinforcing the importance of understanding and
forgiveness.



Challenges and Solutions in Christlike Parenting

While Christlike parenting offers a positive framework, it is not without challenges.
Latham acknowledges that parents may face various obstacles, such as societal influences,
peer pressure, and personal struggles.

Common Challenges

1. External Influences: Media, peers, and societal norms can often conflict with Christian
values, making it difficult for children to navigate their beliefs.

2. Time Constraints: Busy schedules and the demands of modern life can make it
challenging for parents to dedicate quality time to their children.

3. Personal Struggles: Parents may grapple with their own emotional or spiritual
challenges, impacting their ability to parent effectively.

Strategies to Overcome Challenges

1. Setting Boundaries: Limiting exposure to negative influences, such as certain media or
peer groups, can help maintain a positive environment.

2. Prioritizing Family Time: Making family time a priority, even amidst busy schedules,
reinforces the importance of connection and shared experiences.

3. Seeking Support: Parents should not hesitate to seek support from community
resources, such as counseling or parenting groups, to address their challenges and gain
insight.

Conclusion

In a world filled with distractions and challenges, Glenn I. Latham's principles of Christlike
parenting provide a powerful framework for raising children grounded in love, respect,
and faith. By focusing on effective communication, constructive discipline, spiritual
growth, and building a strong family foundation, parents can nurture their children into
becoming compassionate and morally grounded individuals. Ultimately, Christlike
parenting is about creating an environment where children feel loved and valued, allowing
them to thrive and develop their unique gifts while embodying the qualities of Christ in
their own lives.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Christlike Parenting' by
Glenn I. Latham?

The central theme of 'Christlike Parenting' is to guide parents in nurturing their children's
spiritual, emotional, and moral development by modeling Christlike behaviors and values.

How does Glenn I. Latham suggest parents can model
Christlike behavior?

Latham suggests that parents can model Christlike behavior through love, patience,
forgiveness, and setting a good example in everyday interactions.

What role does discipline play in Christlike parenting
according to Latham?

Discipline is seen as an important aspect of Christlike parenting, where it should be
administered with love and aimed at teaching rather than punishment.

Can you explain the importance of communication in
'Christlike Parenting'?

Effective communication is crucial in 'Christlike Parenting' as it fosters understanding and
connection between parents and children, allowing for open discussions about values and
beliefs.

What are some practical tips Latham provides for
implementing Christlike principles in parenting?

Some practical tips include setting aside quality time for family, engaging in prayer
together, and discussing moral dilemmas to reinforce Christlike values.

How does Latham address the challenges of modern
parenting in his book?

Latham acknowledges the complexities of modern parenting and offers strategies for
grounding parenting practices in Christlike principles to navigate these challenges
effectively.

What impact does 'Christlike Parenting' aim to have on
children's development?

The book aims to foster a strong moral compass and emotional resilience in children,
helping them to grow into compassionate, responsible adults.



Does Latham provide any insights on the role of faith in
parenting?

Yes, Latham emphasizes that integrating faith into daily parenting practices can provide a
solid foundation for children's spiritual growth and moral decision-making.

What is Latham's perspective on parental self-care in
the context of Christlike parenting?

Latham highlights the importance of parental self-care, suggesting that parents must
nurture their own well-being in order to effectively model Christlike behavior for their
children.

How does 'Christlike Parenting' relate to the concept of
unconditional love?

Unconditional love is a core principle in 'Christlike Parenting', where Latham encourages
parents to love their children without conditions, reflecting the love that Christ shows to
humanity.
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