
christmas day in the morning by pearl
s buck
Christmas Day in the Morning is a poignant short story by Pearl S. Buck that
captures the essence of familial love, sacrifice, and the true spirit of
Christmas. Buck, a Nobel Prize-winning author, is known for her deep
understanding of human emotions and her ability to weave intricate narratives
that resonate with readers. In this story, she explores the themes of
selflessness and the joys of giving, set against the backdrop of Christmas
morning.

Overview of the Story

Christmas Day in the Morning tells the story of a young boy named John, who
wakes up early on Christmas Day filled with excitement and anticipation.
However, as the day unfolds, he realizes that Christmas is not only about
receiving gifts but also about the joy of giving and the importance of
family.

Setting and Context

The story is set in a rural American community during the early 20th century.
The simplicity of the setting allows Buck to focus on the emotional and
relational dynamics of the characters, particularly the bond between John and
his father. The cold winter morning and the rustic farmhouse create an
atmosphere of warmth and intimacy that is essential to the narrative.

Main Characters

1. John: A young boy who embodies the innocence and excitement of childhood.
His journey throughout the story reflects his growing understanding of the
true meaning of Christmas.

2. John's Father: A hardworking man who represents the values of
responsibility and sacrifice. His relationship with John is central to the
story's emotional impact.

3. John's Mother: A nurturing figure who epitomizes love and care within the
family unit.



Thematic Exploration

Christmas Day in the Morning delves into several key themes that are woven
throughout the narrative.

Selflessness and Sacrifice

One of the most prominent themes in the story is selflessness. John's initial
excitement about receiving gifts quickly transforms into an understanding of
the sacrifices made by his father. As John observes his father's dedication
to providing for the family, he realizes that true joy comes from giving
rather than receiving.

- Key Moments of Sacrifice:
- John's awareness of his father's early morning work.
- The father’s tireless efforts to ensure the family has a joyful Christmas.

The Joy of Giving

Buck emphasizes the joy that comes from giving to others. John's
transformation from a self-centered child to a caring son is pivotal to the
story's message. As he decides to surprise his father with a special gift,
readers witness his growth and newfound appreciation for family.

- Examples of Giving:
- John's decision to give his father a present.
- The act of giving as a source of happiness and fulfillment.

Family Bonds

The story highlights the importance of family relationships. The interactions
between John and his parents showcase the love and support that define their
household. Buck’s portrayal of familial love underscores the idea that the
true spirit of Christmas lies in the connections we share with those we love.

- Moments of Connection:
- The warmth of family traditions.
- The support and understanding between parents and children.

Symbolism in the Narrative

Buck employs various symbols throughout Christmas Day in the Morning to



enhance the emotional depth of the story.

The Christmas Tree

The Christmas tree serves as a central symbol of the holiday and the family's
unity. It represents the joy of togetherness and the anticipation of the
celebration. As John and his family gather around the tree, it becomes a
focal point for their shared experiences and memories.

- Significance of the Tree:
- A gathering place for family.
- A symbol of hope and renewal.

Gifts as Symbols of Love

In the story, gifts transcend their material value, representing love and
thoughtfulness. John's gift to his father is not just an object; it
symbolizes his understanding of his father’s hard work and his desire to
reciprocate that love.

- Gift-Giving Moments:
- The thought behind the gifts.
- The emotional impact of giving and receiving.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Pearl S. Buck's writing style in Christmas Day in the Morning is
characterized by its simplicity and clarity, allowing readers to easily
connect with the characters and their emotions.

Imagery and Descriptive Language

Buck's use of vivid imagery immerses readers in the story's setting.
Descriptions of the cold winter morning, the warmth of the home, and the joy
of the Christmas tree create a rich sensory experience.

- Examples of Imagery:
- The stark contrast between the cold outside and the warmth within.
- The visual beauty of the Christmas decorations.



Character Development

The development of John from a naive boy to a more mature individual is one
of Buck's significant achievements in the narrative. Through his experiences
on Christmas morning, readers witness his transformation and learn about the
deeper meanings of love and family.

- Character Arc:
- John's initial excitement and selfishness.
- His growth in understanding the value of giving.

Conclusion

Christmas Day in the Morning is a timeless story that resonates with readers
of all ages, reminding us of the importance of selflessness, the joy of
giving, and the strength of familial bonds. Pearl S. Buck masterfully
captures the essence of Christmas, encouraging us to reflect on what truly
matters during the holiday season.

The story serves as a powerful reminder that while gifts can bring joy, it is
the love and connections we share with our families that ultimately define
the spirit of Christmas. Through John's journey, readers are left with a
lasting impression of the richness of human emotions and the beauty of
familial love, making this story a cherished holiday classic.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Christmas Day in the
Morning' by Pearl S. Buck?
The main theme of 'Christmas Day in the Morning' revolves around
selflessness, love, and the spirit of giving. It highlights how true joy
comes from acts of kindness and the importance of family during the holiday
season.

Who are the central characters in 'Christmas Day in
the Morning'?
The central characters include a young boy named John and his parents. The
story particularly focuses on John's relationship with his father and his
journey towards understanding the meaning of Christmas.



How does John’s perspective on Christmas change
throughout the story?
Initially, John views Christmas as a time for receiving gifts, but as the
story progresses, he learns that the joy of giving and making others happy is
what truly embodies the Christmas spirit.

What significant event prompts John to change his
view on Christmas?
The significant event that prompts John's change in perspective is his
realization of the hard work and sacrifices his parents make for the family.
This understanding inspires him to give back and create a memorable Christmas
for them.

What literary techniques does Pearl S. Buck use in
'Christmas Day in the Morning'?
Pearl S. Buck employs vivid imagery, symbolism, and emotional depth to convey
the themes of love and generosity. The use of dialogue and internal monologue
also helps to develop the characters' emotions and motivations.

What message does 'Christmas Day in the Morning'
convey about the holiday season?
The story conveys that the true essence of the holiday season lies in
compassion, generosity, and the joy of giving. It emphasizes that the spirit
of Christmas is not about material gifts, but about love and connection with
others.
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