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CISSP Exam Outline 2023: The Certified Information Systems Security
Professional (CISSP) is one of the most recognized and sought-after
certifications in the field of information security. As organizations
prioritize cybersecurity due to rising threats, the demand for certified
professionals continues to grow. The CISSP exam assesses a candidate's
knowledge and skills in various domains related to information security, and
staying updated with the exam outline is crucial for potential candidates. In
2023, the CISSP exam outline has undergone some refinements to better reflect
the evolving landscape of cybersecurity threats and practices. This article
delves into the detailed outline of the CISSP exam for 2023, providing
insights into its structure, key domains, and preparation strategies.

Understanding the CISSP Certification

The CISSP certification is governed by (ISC)2, a globally recognized
organization specializing in cybersecurity training and certifications. The
certification validates an individual's ability to effectively design,
implement, and manage a best-in-class cybersecurity program.

Why Obtain CISSP Certification?

- Career Advancement: The CISSP certification can significantly enhance
career opportunities for information security professionals, often leading to
higher salaries and better job positions.

- Industry Recognition: The CISSP is recognized worldwide and signifies a
professional's commitment to the field of cybersecurity.

- Networking Opportunities: Obtaining CISSP opens doors to a vast network of
cybersecurity professionals and (ISC)2? members.

CISSP Exam Overview

The CISSP exam is a computer-based test that comprises 100 to 150 multiple-
choice questions. Candidates have three hours to complete the exam, which is
designed to evaluate their understanding of a broad range of security topics.

Exam Format

- Type: Multiple-choice and advanced innovative questions.
- Number of Questions: 100 to 150.



- Duration: 3 hours.
- Passing Score: 700 out of 1000.

Exam Language

The CISSP exam is offered in multiple languages, including English, Spanish,
German, French, Japanese, Portuguese (Brazilian), and Chinese (Simplified).

CISSP Exam Outline 2023

In 2023, the CISSP exam outline is structured around eight key domains, known
as the Common Body of Knowledge (CBK). These domains encompass the
fundamental concepts and principles of information security.

1. Security and Risk Management

This domain covers the foundational concepts of security governance,
compliance, and risk management. Key topics include:

- Security Policies: Understanding and developing security policies and
procedures.

- Risk Management: Identifying, assessing, and mitigating risks.

- Compliance: Knowledge of relevant laws, regulations, and frameworks (e.g.,
GDPR, HIPAA).

- Security Governance: Establishing a governance framework and security
awareness.

2. Asset Security

This domain focuses on the protection of information and assets. Key concepts
include:

- Information Classification: Understanding data classification schemes and
handling requirements.

- Data Security Controls: Implementing controls to protect data at rest and
in transit.

- Privacy Protection: Managing personal data and privacy requirements.

3. Security Architecture and Engineering

This domain delves into the design and implementation of secure systems.



Important areas include:

- Secure Design Principles: Applying security principles to system designs.
- Security Models: Understanding various security models (e.g., Bell-
LaPadula, Biba).

- Cryptography: Implementing cryptographic solutions for confidentiality,
integrity, and authentication.

4. Communication and Network Security

This domain addresses the principles of securing communication and network
infrastructures. Key topics include:

- Network Security: Securing network architectures and services.

- Secure Communication Protocols: Understanding protocols such as TLS, IPsec,
and VPNs.

- Network Attacks: Recognizing and mitigating network threats and
vulnerabilities.

5. Identity and Access Management (IAM)

IAM is crucial for ensuring that only authorized users have access to
resources. Key concepts include:

- Access Control Models: Understanding different models (e.g., DAC, MAC,
RBAC) .

- Authentication Mechanisms: Implementing secure authentication methods
(e.g., multi-factor authentication).

- Identity Lifecycle Management: Managing user identities, roles, and access
rights.

6. Security Assessment and Testing

This domain focuses on evaluating security controls and assessing their
effectiveness. Important areas include:

- Security Testing Techniques: Conducting vulnerability assessments and
penetration testing.

- Security Audits: Planning and executing security audits.

- Incident Response Testing: Testing incident response plans and procedures.

7. Security Operations



This domain emphasizes the daily operations and management of security. Key
topics include:

- Operational Security: Implementing and managing operational controls.

- Incident Management: Detecting, responding to, and recovering from security
incidents.

- Monitoring and Logging: Establishing logging and monitoring strategies for
security events.

8. Software Development Security

The final domain focuses on incorporating security into the software
development lifecycle. Important concepts include:

- Secure Software Development: Understanding secure coding practices.

- Application Security: Identifying and mitigating application
vulnerabilities.

- Development Frameworks: Familiarity with secure development frameworks and
methodologies.

Preparation Strategies for the CISSP Exam

Preparing for the CISSP exam requires a structured approach due to the
breadth of knowledge required. Here are strategies to enhance your
preparation:

1. Study Resources

- Official (ISC)? Guide: Utilize the official CISSP study guide and
textbooks.

- Online Courses: Enroll in online training programs or boot camps that offer
comprehensive coverage of the exam outline.

- Practice Tests: Take advantage of practice exams to familiarize yourself
with the question format.

2. Study Groups and Forums

- Join Study Groups: Collaborate with others preparing for the CISSP exam to
share knowledge and resources.

- Online Forums: Engage in discussions on platforms like Reddit, LinkedIn, or
(ISC)2's community forums.



3. Time Management

- Create a Study Schedule: Allocate specific times for studying each domain,
ensuring that you cover all topics before the exam.

- Regular Reviews: Periodically review previously studied material to
reinforce knowledge retention.

4. Practical Experience

- Hands-0On Practice: Gain practical experience through labs, simulations, or
real-world scenarios to apply theoretical knowledge.

- Work Experience: Leverage your professional experience in information
security, as it can greatly enhance your understanding of concepts.

Conclusion

The CISSP Exam Outline 2023 reflects the evolving challenges and needs in the
field of cybersecurity. By understanding the eight domains of knowledge,
candidates can better prepare themselves for the exam and the practicalities
of a career in information security. As the cybersecurity landscape continues
to change, staying informed about the exam structure and focusing on relevant
study strategies will be essential for success. Obtaining the CISSP
certification not only enhances individual career prospects but also
contributes to the overall strength of organizations against cyber threats.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main domains covered in the CISSP exam
outline for 20237

The CISSP exam outline for 2023 covers eight main domains: Security and Risk
Management, Asset Security, Security Architecture and Engineering,
Communication and Network Security, Identity and Access Management, Security
Assessment and Testing, Security Operations, and Software Development
Security.

How has the CISSP exam format changed in 20237

In 2023, the CISSP exam continues to be a computer-based test with a maximum
of 150 questions. It remains a mix of multiple-choice and advanced innovative
questions, but the total testing time is now set at 3 hours.



What is the passing score for the CISSP exam in
20237

The passing score for the CISSP exam in 2023 is 700 out of a possible 1000
points.

Are there any new topics introduced in the CISSP
exam outline for 20237

Yes, the 2023 CISSP exam outline includes updated topics reflecting the
latest trends in cybersecurity, such as cloud security, risk management
frameworks, and privacy regulations.

What resources are recommended for studying the 2023
CISSP exam outline?

Recommended resources include the official (ISC)2? CISSP study guide, online
training courses, practice exams, and participation in study groups or forums
focused on the CISSP.

Is the CISSP exam available in multiple languages in
20237

Yes, the CISSP exam is available in multiple languages, including English,
Spanish, Portuguese, Japanese, and Simplified Chinese.

What is the significance of the CISSP certification
in 20237

The CISSP certification remains one of the most recognized and respected
credentials in the cybersecurity field, demonstrating an individual's
expertise and commitment to the profession.

How often should candidates review the CISSP exam
outline before taking the exam?

Candidates should review the CISSP exam outline multiple times during their
preparation, ideally aligning their study materials and practice tests to the
specific domains outlined in the 2023 framework.

What is the expected level of experience required to
take the CISSP exam in 20237

Candidates are expected to have at least five years of cumulative paid work
experience in two or more of the eight CISSP domains. However, a four-year
college degree or an approved credential can waive one year of this



experience.
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