citadel paint guide

Citadel paint guide is an essential resource for hobbyists looking to enhance their miniature
painting skills. Citadel paints are renowned in the world of tabletop gaming, particularly for
Warhammer, and understanding how to use them effectively can dramatically improve the
appearance of your miniatures. In this comprehensive guide, we will dive into the various types of
Citadel paints, the tools needed for painting, and detailed techniques that will help you achieve
stunning results.

Understanding Citadel Paints

Citadel paints come in a variety of formulations, each designed for specific effects and applications.
Knowing the different types of paint available will help you choose the right products for your
projects.

Types of Citadel Paints

1. Base Paints: These are the primary colors used for the initial layer of your miniatures. They provide
good coverage and are often thicker than other formulations.

2. Layer Paints: Designed to be applied over base paints, layer paints are thinner and usually offer
more translucency, allowing for smoother transitions and highlights.

3. Shade Paints: These paints are designed to settle in the recesses of your miniatures, adding depth
and shading. They can also be used to create a washed effect.

4. Technical Paints: These are specialized paints that create unique effects, such as blood, rust, or
glow-in-the-dark features.

5. Dry Paints: These paints are formulated to be applied with a dry brush technique, providing texture
and highlighting on raised surfaces.

Choosing the Right Colors

Selecting the right colors for your miniatures is crucial. Here are some tips to help you make those
choices:

- Theme: Choose a color palette that fits the theme of your army or character. For example, a dark
and grim theme may involve blacks, reds, and metallics, while a bright and cheerful theme might use
vibrant blues, yellows, and greens.

- Contrast: Ensure that your colors contrast well with each other to enhance visibility and detail.

- Reference Images: Look for inspiration from artwork, other miniatures, or even nature to help guide
your color choices.



Essential Tools for Painting

To achieve the best results with your Citadel paints, you’ll need some essential tools. Here’s a list of
what you should have in your painting arsenal:

Brushes: A variety of sizes, including detail brushes for fine work and larger brushes for base
coating.

Pallette: A wet palette or a traditional palette to mix your paints.

Water Cup: For rinsing brushes between colors.

Paper Towels: For drying brushes and cleaning up spills.

Primer: A good primer will help your paint adhere better to the miniature surface.

e Varnish: To protect your finished miniatures from wear and tear.

Preparing Your Miniatures

Before you start painting, it's important to prepare your miniatures properly. Proper preparation can
significantly affect the final look of your painted model.

Steps to Prepare Your Miniatures

1. Cleaning: Remove any mold lines or flash using a hobby knife or file.

2. Washing: Clean the miniatures with warm, soapy water to remove any oils or residues from the
manufacturing process.

3. Priming: Apply a coat of primer to help the paint adhere better. Choose a primer color that matches
your base paint for optimal coverage.

4. Assembly: If your miniature is multipart, assemble it using plastic glue or super glue, ensuring that
it's secure before painting.

Painting Techniques

Now that your miniatures are prepped and ready, it’s time to dive into some painting techniques that
will elevate your work.



Base Coating

Begin with a base coat of your chosen colors. This step provides a solid foundation for further
detailing.

- Use a large brush to cover larger areas quickly.

- Apply the paint in thin layers to prevent obscuring details.
- Allow each layer to dry before applying additional coats.

Layering

Once your base coats are dry, you can begin layering for depth and richness.
- Use a smaller brush to apply layer paints over your base colors.

- Focus on the raised areas of the miniature, leaving the recesses darker.
- Thin your paints with a little water or medium to improve flow and reduce opacity.

Washing

Washing is a fantastic way to enhance the details of your miniatures.
- Select a shade paint that complements your base color.

- Apply the wash generously, allowing it to settle in the recesses.
- Wipe off excess wash from raised areas if necessary.

Highlighting

Highlighting is essential for making your miniatures pop.

- Use a fine brush to apply lighter shades or a lighter version of your base color to the edges and
raised areas.

- Employ the edge highlighting technique for sharp, clean lines.

- Consider using a dry brush technique for textured surfaces, applying paint with a dry brush and
lightly skimming the surface.

Details and Effects

Adding details like eyes, insignias, or special effects can bring your miniature to life.

- Use a fine detail brush for intricate work.
- Technical paints can be used to create unique effects like glowing eyes or rusted metal.



Finishing Touches

Once you are satisfied with your painting, consider the following finishing touches:

Varnishing

A protective coat of varnish can safeguard your paint job.

- Choose between matte, gloss, or satin finishes depending on the effect you desire.
- Spray varnish is often recommended for an even coat.

Displaying Your Miniatures

Show off your hard work! Consider the following options for displaying your miniatures:
- Display Cases: Protect your models from dust and damage.

- Custom Bases: Create unique bases that complement your miniatures and enhance the overall
aesthetic.

Conclusion

The Citadel paint guide provides a comprehensive overview of the tools, techniques, and steps
required to paint miniatures effectively. With the right approach, a steady hand, and a bit of practice,
you can transform ordinary miniatures into stunning works of art. Remember that every painter has
their unique style, so don’t hesitate to experiment and develop your techniques. Happy painting!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Citadel Paint Guide?

A Citadel Paint Guide is a resource provided by Games Workshop that offers techniques and tips for
using Citadel paints to achieve the best results when painting miniatures.

Where can | find the Citadel Paint Guide?

The Citadel Paint Guide can be found on the official Games Workshop website, in their publications, or
through community resources such as YouTube tutorials and fan blogs.

What are the main techniques covered in the Citadel Paint



Guide?

The guide covers various techniques including base coating, layering, glazing, dry brushing, and
washing to enhance details and achieve smooth finishes on miniatures.

Are there any recommended tools to use alongside the Citadel
Paint Guide?

Yes, it's recommended to use high-quality brushes, a palette, water for thinning paints, and various
tools for texture effects like sponges and stippling brushes.

How do | choose the right Citadel paint for my miniature?

Selecting the right paint depends on the desired color scheme and finish; the guide often suggests
color combinations and provides swatches to help with your choices.

Can the Citadel Paint Guide help beginners?

Absolutely! The guide is designed to cater to all skill levels, providing step-by-step instructions to help
beginners learn the basics of miniature painting.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when using the
Citadel Paint Guide?

Common mistakes include applying paint too thickly, not thinning the paint adequately, and skipping
the undercoat; the guide emphasizes preparation and patience.

Is the Citadel Paint Guide updated regularly?

Yes, Games Workshop periodically updates the Citadel Paint Guide to include new techniques,
products, and color ranges to reflect their latest offerings.
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