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Understanding How to Cite an eBook in MLA Format

Citing an eBook in MLA format is crucial for academic integrity, enabling readers to locate the sources you
referenced in your work. The Modern Language Association (MLA) style is widely used in the humanities,
particularly in literature, philosophy, and cultural studies. This guide will provide you with a comprehensive
understanding of how to cite eBooks using MLA format, including the necessary components, structural rules,
and examples.

Components of an eBook Citation in MLA

When citing an eBook in MLA format, you must gather specific pieces of information that contribute to a
complete citation. The main components include:

1. Author's Name: The last name followed by the first name.
2. Title of the eBook: The full title in italics.
3. Publisher: The organization responsible for publishing the eBook.
4. Publication Date: The year the eBook was published.
5. Format: Indicate that it is an eBook, but include the specific type if relevant (e.g., Kindle, PDF).
6. Access Date (if applicable): The date when you accessed the eBook, especially if it is a digital version
available online.
7. URL or DOI (if applicable): The web address or digital object identifier where the eBook can be accessed.

Basic Structure of an eBook Citation

The general format for citing an eBook in MLA is as follows:

Last Name, First Name. Title of the eBook. Publisher, Year of Publication.
Format. URL or DOI (if applicable).

Example Citations

Here are a few examples to illustrate how to properly format eBook citations in MLA:

1. Single Author:
- Smith, John. The Art of Citing Sources. Academic Press, 2020. eBook. www.exampleurl.com/art-of-citing.

2. Multiple Authors:
- Johnson, Mary, and David Lee. Understanding Literature. HarperCollins, 2019. Kindle ed.
www.exampleurl.com/understanding-literature.

3. Edited Book:
- Brown, Lisa, editor. Modern Poetry Anthology. Penguin Books, 2021. PDF file.
www.exampleurl.com/modern-poetry-anthology.



4. No Author:
- Encyclopedia of History. History Publishing, 2022. eBook. www.exampleurl.com/encyclopedia-of-history.

Formatting Guidelines

When formatting your eBook citations, adhere to the following MLA guidelines:

- Italics: Titles of eBooks should be italicized.
- Punctuation: Use a period to separate each component of the citation.
- Capitalization: Capitalize the first word of the title and subtitle, as well as any proper nouns.
- Hanging Indent: If you list multiple citations, use a hanging indent for all entries after the first line.

In-Text Citations

In addition to creating a full citation for your Works Cited page, you must also include in-text citations
when referencing eBooks in your writing. The format for in-text citations in MLA is straightforward:

- For a single author: (Author Last Name Page Number).
- For multiple authors: (First Author Last Name and Second Author Last Name Page Number).
- For no author: Use a shortened title of the eBook in italics (Title Page Number).

Example of In-Text Citations

- Single Author: (Smith 45).
- Two Authors: (Johnson and Lee 78).
- No Author: (Encyclopedia of History 23).

Common Mistakes to Avoid

When citing eBooks in MLA format, it’s easy to make mistakes that could lead to improper citations. Here are
some common pitfalls to avoid:

- Neglecting to Italicize Titles: Always remember to italicize the titles of eBooks.
- Incorrect Order of Information: Ensure that you follow the prescribed order of components as outlined in this
guide.
- Forgetting Access Dates: If the eBook is subject to change or updates, it’s essential to include the date you
accessed it.
- Ignoring Format Specifications: Specify the format of the eBook, such as PDF or Kindle, if it adds value to the
citation.

Additional Considerations

While the guidelines for citing eBooks are generally straightforward, here are a few additional considerations:

- Citing Different Formats: If you are citing an eBook that has multiple formats (e.g., PDF, Kindle), specify the
format you accessed. This is crucial since content can vary between formats.



- Updating Information: If an eBook has been revised or updated, make sure to use the most current citation
information available.

- Using Citation Tools: Many online citation generators can assist in formatting your citations correctly,
but always double-check their accuracy against MLA guidelines.

Conclusion

Citing an eBook in MLA format is an essential skill for students and researchers alike. By understanding the
components, structure, and formatting guidelines, you can ensure that your citations are accurate and
complete. Remember to pay attention to detail, avoid common mistakes, and utilize the correct in-text citations
to support your academic writing. By following these guidelines, you will not only enhance the credibility of
your work but also contribute to the scholarly conversation in your field.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I cite an ebook in MLA format?

In MLA format, you cite an ebook by including the author's name, the title of the ebook in italics, the publisher,
the publication date, and the format (e.g., 'eBook').

What information do I need to cite an ebook in MLA?

To cite an ebook in MLA, you need the author's name, title of the ebook, publisher, publication date, and the
source (like a URL or database name if applicable).

Is there a difference between citing a print book and an ebook in MLA?

Yes, while the basic format is similar, when citing an ebook, you need to specify the format as 'eBook' or include
the DOI/URL if accessed online.

Should I include the URL when citing an ebook in MLA?

Yes, if you accessed the ebook online, you should include the URL or DOI at the end of the citation in MLA
format.

How do I format an ebook citation with multiple authors in MLA?

For an ebook with multiple authors, list the first author's name in reverse order, followed by the others in
normal order, separated by commas, and include 'and' before the last author's name.

What if the ebook has no page numbers in MLA citation?

If the ebook has no page numbers, you can omit that part of the citation or use chapter or section numbers if
available.

How do I cite an edited ebook in MLA format?

For an edited ebook, start with the editor's name followed by 'ed.' after the name, then include the title,
publisher, publication date, and format.



Can I use a citation from a website for an ebook in MLA?

Yes, if the ebook is available on a specific website, you can cite the ebook using the website as the source,
including the URL.

What is the correct structure for an MLA ebook citation?

The correct structure is: Author Last Name, First Name. Title of eBook. Publisher, Year of Publication. eBook.

Do I need to include the access date for an ebook citation in MLA?

No, including the access date is not required in MLA format unless the content is likely to change over time.
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