
citing sources middle school worksheet

Citing sources middle school worksheet is an essential educational tool that helps students understand

the importance of giving credit to the original authors of information they use in their research. As

students begin to delve into more complex assignments that require independent research, mastering

the skill of citation becomes crucial. This article will explore the significance of citing sources, the

different citation styles used in academic writing, and provide a comprehensive guide on how to create

an effective citing sources worksheet for middle school students.

The Importance of Citing Sources

Citing sources is not just a matter of following rules; it is a practice grounded in ethics, respect, and

academic integrity. Here are some key reasons why citing sources is important:

1. Academic Integrity

- Avoiding Plagiarism: One of the most critical reasons for citing sources is to avoid plagiarism, which

is the act of using someone else’s work or ideas without proper acknowledgment. Plagiarism can lead

to serious consequences in academic settings.

- Building Credibility: When students cite their sources correctly, they demonstrate to their teachers

and peers that they have conducted thorough research and are relying on credible information.

2. Respecting Intellectual Property

- Acknowledgment of Authors: By citing sources, students give credit to the original authors of the

information they use. This acknowledgment is important as it respects the intellectual property rights of



others.

- Encouraging Ethical Research: Teaching students to cite their sources fosters a culture of ethical

research practices, which they can carry into their future academic and professional lives.

3. Enhancing Research Skills

- Critical Thinking: Citing sources encourages students to evaluate the credibility of the information

they encounter. This critical thinking skill is vital for academic success.

- Organizational Skills: Creating citations requires organization and attention to detail, skills that are

beneficial for academic writing in general.

Types of Citation Styles

Different academic disciplines often require different citation styles. Understanding these styles is

crucial for middle school students as they begin to navigate research assignments. Here are the most

common citation styles:

1. APA (American Psychological Association)

- Used in: Psychology, sociology, and education.

- Format Example: Author, A. A. (Year of Publication). Title of work: Capital letter also for subtitle.

Publisher.

2. MLA (Modern Language Association)

- Used in: Literature, philosophy, and the arts.



- Format Example: Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication.

3. Chicago/Turabian

- Used in: History and some social sciences.

- Format Example: Author First Name Last Name, Title of Book (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year

of Publication).

4. CSE (Council of Science Editors)

- Used in: Natural and physical sciences.

- Format Example: Author Last Name First Initial. Year. Title of article. Journal Title. Volume(Issue):

Page range.

Each style has specific rules regarding the formatting of citations, and students must learn these to

ensure their work meets academic standards.

Creating a Citing Sources Worksheet

A well-structured citing sources middle school worksheet can serve as a practical guide for students

learning to cite sources. Below is a step-by-step guide on how to create an effective worksheet.

1. Title and Introduction

- Title: Clearly label the worksheet at the top, for example, “Citing Sources Worksheet.”

- Introduction: Include a brief paragraph that explains the importance of citing sources and the goal of



the worksheet.

Example:

“This worksheet will help you understand how to cite sources correctly. Proper citation is important to

avoid plagiarism and to give credit to authors whose work you use.”

2. Citation Style Section

- Explanation of Styles: Include a section that briefly explains the different citation styles (APA, MLA,

Chicago, CSE).

- Examples: Provide specific examples of how each style looks.

3. Practice Section

- Blank Templates: Create blank templates for each citation style where students can fill in their own

information.

Example Template for APA:

```

Author Last Name, First Initial. (Year). Title of work: Subtitle. Publisher.

```

- Practice Questions: Include a few practice questions where students can practice creating citations

based on given information.

Example Questions:

1. Cite the following book in MLA format: “The Great Gatsby” by F. Scott Fitzgerald, published in 1925

by Charles Scribner's Sons.

2. Cite this article in APA format: “Climate Change and Its Effects” by John Smith, published in 2020.



4. Additional Resources

- Links to Online Tools: Include a list of online citation generators like EasyBib, Citation Machine, or

Purdue OWL, which students can use for assistance.

- References: Suggest books or websites that provide further insight into citation practices.

5. Tips for Citing Sources

- Keep Track of Sources: Encourage students to maintain a list of all sources they consult during their

research.

- Take Notes: Advise students to take notes on where specific information came from, including page

numbers or URLs.

- Review and Revise: Suggest that students review their citations for accuracy and consistency before

submitting their work.

Conclusion

A citing sources middle school worksheet is a valuable resource for students as they learn to navigate

the world of research and academic writing. By understanding the importance of citing sources,

familiarizing themselves with different citation styles, and practicing their citation skills, students can

develop a strong foundation in academic integrity and research practices. As they progress in their

education, these skills will not only aid them in their assignments but also prepare them for future

academic and professional endeavors.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the purpose of citing sources in a middle school worksheet?

Citing sources in a middle school worksheet helps to give credit to the original authors, avoids

plagiarism, and allows readers to locate the sources for further information.

What are some common citation styles used in middle school?

Common citation styles used in middle school include MLA (Modern Language Association), APA

(American Psychological Association), and Chicago style.

How do you cite a book in MLA format?

In MLA format, you cite a book by listing the author's last name, first name, the title of the book in

italics, the publisher, and the year of publication.

Why is it important to use reliable sources for citations?

Using reliable sources ensures that the information is accurate and credible, which enhances the

quality of your work and helps build trust with your audience.

What is a bibliography?

A bibliography is a list of all the sources used in a project or paper, typically included at the end,

detailing the books, articles, and other resources cited.

What do you do if a source does not have an author?

If a source does not have an author, you can cite the title of the work instead, following the citation

style guidelines for such cases.

How can students practice citing sources effectively?

Students can practice citing sources by using worksheets that provide examples, exercises for different

citation styles, and guidance on how to gather and format information.



What should you include in an in-text citation?

An in-text citation typically includes the author's last name and the page number from which the

information is taken, depending on the citation style being used.
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