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Civil FE Exam Pass Rate is an essential metric for aspiring civil engineers who wish to obtain their
Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) license. The FE exam is typically the first step in the path to
becoming a licensed professional engineer (PE). Understanding the pass rates for the Civil FE exam
can provide prospective test-takers with insights into their preparation and the overall difficulty of the
exam. In this article, we will delve into the factors affecting the pass rate, historical trends,
preparation strategies, and resources for success.

Understanding the Civil FE Exam

The Civil FE exam is designed to assess the knowledge and skills required for entry-level civil
engineering positions. It covers a wide range of topics, including:

- Mathematics
- Probability and Statistics
- Mechanics
- Fluid Mechanics
- Structural Analysis
- Geotechnical Engineering
- Environmental Engineering
- Transportation Engineering

The exam is administered by the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying
(NCEES) and consists of 110 multiple-choice questions. Candidates have 6 hours to complete the
exam, which is divided into a morning session of 80 questions and an afternoon session of 30
questions.

Pass Rates: An Overview

The pass rate for the Civil FE exam varies each year and can be influenced by several factors,
including candidate preparation, changes in exam format, and the overall difficulty of the exam
questions.

Historical Pass Rates

In recent years, the pass rates for the Civil FE exam have shown some fluctuations. Here are some
key statistics:

- 2018: Approximately 72% of civil engineering graduates passed the exam.
- 2019: The pass rate dropped slightly to around 70%.
- 2020: The rate increased to about 75%, attributed to the impact of online resources and study
groups.



- 2021: The pass rate remained steady at 74%.
- 2022: Preliminary data indicated a pass rate of around 76%.

These statistics highlight the variability in pass rates, emphasizing the importance of proper
preparation.

Factors Affecting Pass Rates

Several key factors can influence the pass rates of the Civil FE exam:

1. Candidate Background: Students who have a strong foundation in engineering principles often
perform better. Those who have recently graduated from an accredited engineering program tend to
have higher pass rates compared to those who are self-studying or come from non-engineering
backgrounds.

2. Preparation Methods: The study techniques employed by candidates significantly affect their
chances of passing. Those who utilize structured study programs, practice exams, and review courses
often have a better understanding of the exam format and content.

3. Test Anxiety: Exam pressure can negatively impact performance. Candidates who are well-
prepared but struggle with test anxiety may not perform to their full potential.

4. Changes in Exam Format: The NCEES occasionally updates the exam format or content, which can
influence pass rates. Candidates must stay informed about any changes that may affect their
preparation.

Preparing for the Civil FE Exam

Effective preparation is crucial for success in the Civil FE exam. Here are some strategies to enhance
your chances of passing:

1. Create a Study Plan

Developing a structured study plan can help you allocate time efficiently and cover all necessary
topics. Consider the following steps:

- Assess Your Current Knowledge: Identify areas where you excel and those that require more
attention.
- Set Goals: Establish specific, measurable goals for each study session.
- Schedule Regular Study Sessions: Dedicate consistent time slots each week for focused study.

2. Utilize Quality Study Materials



Investing in high-quality study materials can make a significant difference in your preparation. Some
recommended resources include:

- NCEES FE Civil Review Manual: This comprehensive guide covers essential topics in-depth.
- Practice Exams: Take full-length practice exams to familiarize yourself with the format and timing.
- Online Courses: Many platforms offer structured courses specifically designed for the FE exam.

3. Join Study Groups

Collaborating with fellow candidates can enhance your understanding of challenging topics. Benefits
of study groups include:

- Diverse Perspectives: Different members can provide unique insights and explanations.
- Accountability: Group members can motivate each other to stay on track.
- Resource Sharing: Members can share study materials and resources.

4. Take Care of Yourself

Maintaining physical and mental well-being is vital during your preparation. Consider the following
tips:

- Get Adequate Sleep: Rest is essential for memory retention and cognitive function.
- Exercise Regularly: Physical activity can reduce stress and improve focus.
- Practice Relaxation Techniques: Techniques such as deep breathing or meditation can help manage
anxiety.

Resources for Success

There are numerous resources available to help candidates prepare for the Civil FE exam effectively.
Here’s a list of valuable options:

1. Official NCEES Website: Access official resources, including exam specifications and sample
questions.
2. Online Forums and Communities: Platforms like Reddit or engineering-focused forums can provide
support, advice, and shared experiences from fellow candidates.
3. YouTube Channels: Educational channels dedicated to engineering topics often feature video
tutorials and explanations of complex concepts.
4. Mobile Apps: Study apps can help reinforce knowledge through quizzes and flashcards.

Conclusion

The Civil FE exam pass rate is a significant indicator of both the exam's difficulty and the
preparedness of candidates. While pass rates have seen fluctuations over the years, understanding



the factors that influence these rates can help future test-takers develop effective preparation
strategies. By creating a structured study plan, utilizing quality resources, engaging with peers, and
maintaining overall well-being, candidates can enhance their chances of passing the Civil FE exam.
Ultimately, success in this exam not only marks the beginning of a professional engineering career
but also opens doors to numerous opportunities in the field of civil engineering.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the typical pass rate for the Civil FE Exam?
The typical pass rate for the Civil FE Exam generally ranges from 60% to 80%, depending on the year
and the specific cohort of test-takers.

How does the pass rate for the Civil FE Exam compare to
other engineering disciplines?
The pass rate for the Civil FE Exam is often similar to other engineering disciplines, but some
disciplines, like Electrical or Mechanical, may have slightly lower pass rates.

What factors influence the pass rate of the Civil FE Exam?
Factors that influence the pass rate include the preparation level of candidates, the quality of study
materials, and the test-taker's familiarity with the exam format.

Are there any specific strategies to improve the pass rate for
the Civil FE Exam?
Yes, effective strategies include taking a review course, practicing with sample exams, and studying
the exam specifications provided by NCEES.

What is the average number of attempts a candidate makes
to pass the Civil FE Exam?
On average, candidates may attempt the Civil FE Exam 1 to 2 times, with many passing on their first
attempt.

How often is the Civil FE Exam offered throughout the year?
The Civil FE Exam is typically offered year-round at various Pearson VUE test centers, allowing
candidates to choose a convenient time to take the exam.

What resources are recommended for preparing for the Civil
FE Exam to boost the pass rate?
Recommended resources include official NCEES study materials, review books, online courses, and



practice exams specifically designed for the Civil FE Exam.

Is there a difference in pass rates for first-time takers versus
repeat takers of the Civil FE Exam?
Yes, first-time takers generally have higher pass rates compared to repeat takers, as they often come
in with fresher knowledge and less test fatigue.
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