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In Civilization 6, the tech tree is an essential component of gameplay, allowing players to advance
their civilization through various eras, unlocking new technologies, units, buildings, and wonders.
Understanding the intricacies of the tech tree is crucial for crafting a successful strategy and
achieving victory. This guide will delve into the tech tree's structure, key technologies, and strategies
to maximize your civilization's potential.

Understanding the Tech Tree Structure

The tech tree in Civilization 6 is divided into several eras, each containing a variety of technologies
that players can research. The progression through these eras is vital for developing a successful
civilization.

1. Eras Overview

The tech tree is organized into the following eras:

1. Ancient Era
2. Classical Era
3. Medieval Era
4. Renaissance Era
5. Industrial Era
6. Modern Era
7. Atomic Era
8. Information Era

Each era introduces new technologies that can significantly impact gameplay, allowing players to
access advanced military units, infrastructure, and cultural developments.

2. Researching Technologies

Researching technologies is done through a variety of means:

- Science Points: Each civilization generates science points per turn based on various factors,
including population, buildings, and wonders.
- Civic Policies: Certain policies can enhance scientific output.
- Great Scientists: Recruiting specific Great Scientists can provide boosts to research.



Key Technologies in the Tech Tree

While the tech tree is extensive, certain technologies stand out due to their strategic importance.
Below is a categorized list of some of the most impactful technologies in each era.

1. Important Ancient and Classical Technologies

- Writing: Unlocks the ability to build Campuses, which are crucial for generating science.
- Mysticism: Allows for the establishment of Pantheons, giving early religious advantages.
- Archery: Unlocks Archers, essential for early defense and offense.
- Iron Working: Unlocks Swordsmen and allows for the improvement of Iron resources.

2. Medieval and Renaissance Technologies

- Engineering: Provides access to Aqueducts and the ability to build Walls, enhancing city defense.
- Education: Unlocks Universities, significantly boosting science output.
- Gunpowder: Unlocks the Musketman, a powerful unit for the Renaissance era.
- Printing: Increases culture output, which is vital for cultural victories.

3. Industrial and Modern Technologies

- Steam Power: Unlocks the Industrial Era's key buildings and enhances trade routes.
- Electromagnetism: Provides access to Electric Power and the ability to build Power Plants.
- Combustion: Unlocks modern military units such as tanks and aircraft.
- Radio: Vital for cultural victories, as it enables broadcasting.

4. Atomic and Information Technologies

- Nuclear Fission: Unlocks nuclear power and provides access to advanced military units.
- Computers: Greatly enhances science and production capabilities.
- Robotics: Unlocks advanced units and buildings, providing a significant military advantage.
- Social Media: Boosts tourism, crucial for achieving a cultural victory.

Strategies for Maximizing the Tech Tree

Navigating the tech tree effectively requires strategic planning. Here are some tips to help you make
the most of your research:



1. Determine Your Victory Condition

Your choice of technologies should align with your desired victory condition:

- Domination Victory: Focus on military technologies like Gunpowder, Combustion, and Nuclear
Fission.
- Cultural Victory: Prioritize technologies that enhance culture and tourism, such as Printing, Radio,
and Social Media.
- Science Victory: Concentrate on technologies that increase science output and unlock space-related
projects.

2. Balance Your Research Focus

While pursuing specific technologies, maintain a balance between military and economic
advancements:

- Military Technologies: Even if you focus on cultural or science victories, don’t neglect military
technologies. A strong defense can deter aggression from other players.
- Economic Technologies: Technologies like Currency and Banking can enhance your economy,
providing the resources needed to sustain your civilization.

3. Use Eurekas and Inspirations

Eurekas and Inspirations are bonuses that provide a significant boost to research:

- Eurekas: Complete specific tasks to gain a 50% discount on the research time for a technology. For
example, discovering a new continent can provide a Eureka for Astronomy.
- Inspirations: Similarly, completing certain tasks can reduce the time needed to research civics.

4. Leverage Great People

Recruiting Great Scientists can provide substantial boosts to your research capabilities:

- Plan Ahead: Keep an eye on the Great People pool and plan your technology paths accordingly to
attract the most beneficial Great Scientists.
- Utilize Their Abilities: Use Great Scientists to instantly complete a technology or gain significant
boosts to research.

Conclusion

The Civilization 6 tech tree is a complex and multifaceted system that plays a crucial role in
developing your civilization. By understanding the tech tree's structure, recognizing key technologies,



and employing effective research strategies, players can gain a significant advantage in their quest
for victory. Whether you aim for domination, cultural influence, or scientific supremacy, mastering the
tech tree will be a vital part of your success. Happy conquering!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the tech tree in Civilization 6?
The tech tree in Civilization 6 allows players to research technologies that unlock new units, buildings,
and abilities, shaping the development of their civilization throughout the game.

How can I efficiently progress through the tech tree in
Civilization 6?
To efficiently progress through the tech tree, prioritize technologies that align with your civilization's
strengths and immediate goals, use science-focused districts, and consider eurekas to boost research
speeds.

What are eurekas, and how do they affect tech research?
Eurekas are specific in-game achievements that, when completed, provide a boost to research for a
corresponding technology, reducing the time required to unlock it.

Which civilizations benefit the most from a specific tech tree
strategy?
Civilizations like Korea and Babylon benefit from a science-focused strategy due to their unique
abilities that enhance scientific output, making tech advancement faster.

What role does diplomacy play in advancing through the tech
tree?
Diplomacy can impact the tech tree by allowing players to trade technologies with other civilizations,
gaining access to advanced tech without investing the full research time.

How does the tech tree differ in the various expansions of
Civilization 6?
Each expansion adds new technologies, units, and buildings to the tech tree, introducing unique
mechanics and strategies that require players to adapt their research paths.

What is the significance of military technologies in Civilization
6?
Military technologies are crucial for maintaining defense and offense, allowing players to unlock



advanced units and strategies to protect their civilization against threats.

Can you recommend a tech tree path for a culture victory?
For a culture victory, focus on technologies that enhance tourism and culture, such as 'Writing,'
'Rhetoric,' and 'Cultural Heritage,' while also prioritizing civic policies that support cultural
development.

What are some common mistakes players make with the tech
tree?
Common mistakes include neglecting eurekas, not balancing military and economic technologies, and
failing to adapt their research path based on their civilization's unique attributes.

Where can I find tools or resources to visualize the tech tree
in Civilization 6?
There are several online tools and community-created resources, such as interactive tech tree maps
and guides on forums like Reddit or the Civilization Wiki, which help visualize and plan tech paths.
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