CLEMSON SOUTH CAROLINA FOOTBALL HISTORY

CLEMSON SOUTH CAROLINA FOOTBALL HISTORY IS A RICH AND STORIED NARRATIVE THAT SPANS OVER A CENTURY, REFLECTING
THE GROWTH AND EVOLUTION OF ONE OF COLLEGE FOOTBALL'S MOST RESPECTED PROGRAMS. FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS IN THE
LATE 19TH CENTURY TO BECOMING A DOMINANT FORCE IN THE NCAA, CLEMSON FOOTBALL HAS CULTIVATED A LEGACY
MARKED BY REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENTS, LEGENDARY COACHES, AND ICONIC PLAYERS. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE ORIGINS OF
CLEMSON FOOTBALL, CHRONICLES ITS KEY MILESTONES, AND HIGHLIGHTS THE PIVOTAL MOMENTS THAT HAVE DEFINED THE
TIGERS’ JOURNEY. |T EXPLORES THE IMPACT OF INFLUENTIAL FIGURES AND EXAMINES THE PROGRAM’'S RISE TO NATIONAL
PROMINENCE, PARTICULARLY IN THE MODERN ERA. ADDITIONALLYI THE ARTICLE REVIEWS CLEMSON'S RIVALRIES, TRADITIONS,
AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO BOTH SOUTH CAROLINA AND COLLEGE FOOTBALL AT LARGE. PRESENTED BELOW IS AN OVERVIEW OF
THE MAIN SECTIONS COVERED IN THIS COMPREHENSIVE EXPLORATION.

EARLY YEARS AND FOUNDATION

o GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT THROUGH THE MiD-20TH CENTURY

MoDERN ERA AND NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Key FIGURES IN CLEMSON FooTBALL HISTORY

RIVALRIES AND TRADITIONS

IMPACT oN SouTH CAROLINA AND COLLEGE FOOTBALL

EARLY YEARS AND FOUNDATION

THE CLEMSON SOUTH CAROLINA FOOTBALL HISTORY BEGINS WITH ITS ESTABLISHMENT IN ]896,JUST A FEW DECADES AFTER
THE INCEPTION OF AMERICAN FOOTBALL ITSELF. THE PROGRAM WAS FOUNDED AT CLEMSON AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE OF SOUTH
CAROLINA, Now CLEMSON UNIVERSITY/ AMIDST GROWING INTEREST IN COLLEGIATE ATHLETICS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES.
EARLY TEAMS FACED REGIONAL COMPETITION AND QUICKLY MADE A NAME FOR THEMSELVES WITHIN THE SOUTHERN
INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (S|AA> THE INITIAL DECADES WERE CHARACTERIZED BY DEVELOPING A
COMPETITIVE IDENTITY AND BUILDING A FOOTBALL CULTURE THAT WOULD ENDURE.

FORMATION AND FIRST SEASONS

THe FIRST CLEMSON FOOTBALL TEAM WAS ORGANIZED IN 1896 UNDER COACH W/ ALTER RIGGS, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE
"FATHER OF CLEMSON FooTBALL.” THE TIGERS PLAYED THEIR INAUGURAL GAME AGAINST FURMAN UNIVERSITY, MARKING THE
BEGINNING OF A LEGACY THAT WOULD GROW SUBSTANTIALLY OVER COMING DECADES. EARLY SEASONS WERE MARKED BY
MODEST SUCCESS, BUT THE FOUNDATION WAS LAID FOR FUTURE ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND AN EXPANDING FAN BASE WITHIN
SouTH CAROLINA AND THE SOUTHEASTERN UNITED STATES.

EARLY CoMPETITIONS AND CONFERENCES

DURING ITS FORMATIVE YEARS, CLEMSON COMPETED PRIMARILY IN THE SIAA AND LATER IN THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE. T HESE
AFFILIATIONS ALLOWED THE TIGERS TO MEASURE THEIR PROGRESS AGAINST OTHER EMERGING PROGRAMS IN THE SOUTH. THE
COMPETITION HELPED RAISE THE LEVEL OF PLAY AND FOSTERED RIVALRIES THAT STILL RESONATE. DESPITE CHALLENGES,
CLEMSON'S COMMITMENT TO FOOTBALL WAS UNWAVERING, SETTING THE STAGE FOR MORE PROMINENT ACHIEVEMENTS.



GrRoWTH AND DEVELOPMENT THROUGH THE MID-20TH CENTURY

THE MID-20TH CENTURY WAS A TRANSFORMATIVE PERIOD IN CLEMSON SOUTH CAROLINA FOOTBALL HISTORY, MARKED BY
INCREASED SUCCESS ON THE FIELD AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF TRADITIONS THAT CONTINUE TODAY. DURING THIS ERA, CLEMSON
TRANSITIONED FROM A REGIONAL COMPETITOR TO A PROGRAM WITH NATIONAL RECOGNITION. THE TEAM EXPERIENCED NOTABLE
UPTICKS IN PERFORMANCE, COACHING STABILITY, AND FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS.

SIGNIFICANT COACHES AND THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS

SEVERAL COACHES DURING THIS PERIOD PLAYED CRUCIAL ROLES IN SHAPING CLEMSON FOOTBALL’S IDENTITY. FRANK HOWARD,
WHO SERVED AS HEAD COACH FROM 1940 To 1969, WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN CULTIVATING A WINNING CULTURE. HOWARD’S
TENURE BROUGHT MULTIPLE CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS AND BOWL APPEARANCES, SOLIDIFYING CLEMSON AS A RESPECTED
PROGRAM IN THE ATLANTIC CoasT ConrereNceE (ACC) AFTER ITS FORMATION IN 1953. His LEADERSHIP EMPHASIZED
DISCIPLINE, TOUGHNESS, AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT.

NOTABLE SEASONS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

CLEMSON ACHIEVED SEVERAL MILESTONES IN THE MID- 1900s, INCLUDING ACC TITLES AND BOWL GAME VICTORIES. THE 1948
SEASON STANDS OUT WHEN THE TIGERS FINISHED WITH AN 1 1-0 RECORD, WINNING THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE AND THE GATOR
BowL. THIS PERIOD ALSO SAW THE EXPANSION OF MEMORIAL STADIUM, POPULARLY KNOWN AS “DEATH VALLEY,” WHICH
BECAME AN ICONIC VENUE FOR COLLEGE FOOTBALL. THE STADIUM’S GROW TH MIRRORED THE TEAM’S RISING STATUS AND FAN
ENTHUSIASM.

MoDERN ERA AND NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

THE MODERN ERA OF CLEMSON SOUTH CAROLINA FOOTBALL HISTORY IS DEFINED BY UNPRECEDENTED SUCCESS AND NATIONAL
PROMINENCE. BEGINNING IN THE LATE 20TH CENTURY AND ACCELERATING INTO THE 2 1ST CENTURY, CLEMSON TRANSFORMED
INTO A POWERHOUSE PROGRAM UNDER DYNAMIC LEADERSHIP AND WITH EXCEPTIONAL TALENT.

THe DABO SWINNEY ERA

APPOINTED HEAD COACH IN 2008, DABO SWINNEY HAS BEEN A PIVOTAL FIGURE IN CLEMSON FOOTBALL HISTORY. HIS TENURE
ELEVATED THE TIGERS TO ELITE STATUS, CULMINATING IN MULTIPLE ACC CHAMPIONSHIPS AND NATIONAL TITLES. SWINNEY’S
COACHING PHILOSOPHY, WHICH COMBINES PLAYER DEVELOPMENT, RECRUITING EXCELLENCE, AND A STRONG TEAM CULTURE, HAS
MADE CLEMSON A PERENNIAL CONTENDER FOR THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP HIGHLIGHTS

CLEMSON CAPTURED ITS FIRST NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IN 198 T UNDER COACH DANNY FORD. HOWEVER, THE PROGRAM’S
RECENT DOMINANCE IS BEST EXEMPLIFIED BY THE NATIONAL TITLES WON IN 2016, 2018, anp 2020. THESE CHAMPIONSHIPS
SHOWCASED CLEMSON’S ABILITY TO COMPETE AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL, FEATURING STANDOUT PLAYERS LIKE DESHAUN W/ ATSON
AND TREVOR LAWRENCE. THE TIGERS’ SUCCESS HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THEIR REPUTATION AS ONE OF THE TOP FOOTRBALL
PROGRAMS IN THE COUNTRY.

Key FIGURES IN CLEMSON FooTBALL HISTORY

THE CLEMSON SOUTH CAROLINA FOOTBALL HISTORY IS MARKED BY INFLUENTIAL COACHES, PLAYERS, AND ADMINISTRATORS
WHOSE CONTRIBUTIONS HAVE LEFT LASTING IMPACTS ON THE PROGRAM AND COLLEGE FOOTBALL AS A \WHOLE.



LeGenDARY COACHES

W ALTER RIGGS: THE PROGRAM’S FOUNDER AND FIRST COACH, LAYING THE GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE SUCCESS.

FRANK HOWARD: |CONIC MID-CENTURY COACH KNOWN FOR HIS LONG TENURE AND LEADERSHIP.

DANNY FORD: LED CLEMSON TO ITS FIRST NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP IN 198 1.

DABO SWINNEY: CURRENT HEAD COACH RESPONSIBLE FOR MODERN-ERA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS AND PROGRAM
GROWTH.

NoTABLE PLAYERS

CLEMSON HAS PRODUCED NUMEROUS NFL STARS AND COLLEGE LEGENDS, INCLUDING:

DESHAUN W/ ATSON — QUARTERBACK AND KEY FIGURE IN RECENT NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS.

TREVOR LAWRENCE — HIGHLY ACCLAIMED QUARTERBACK AND FIRST OVERALL NFL DRAFT PICK.
o CHAD CONNELLY — FORMER STANDOUT WIDE RECEIVER KNOWN FOR CLUTCH PERFORMANCES.

HUGH GREEN — DEFENSIVE PLAYER AND COLLEGE FOOTBALL HALL OF FAMER.

RIVALRIES AND TRADITIONS

RIVALRIES AND TRADITIONS ARE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF CLEMSON SOUTH CAROLINA FOOTBALL HISTORY, FOSTERING
INTENSE COMPETITION AND DEEP CONNECTIONS WITH FANS.

THe SouTH CAROLINA RIVALRY

THE ANNUAL GAME AGAINST THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA GAMECOCKS IS ONE OF THE FIERCEST RIVALRIES IN COLLEGE
FOOTBALL. KNOWN SIMPLY AS THE "PALMETTO BO\X/L/” THIS MATCHUP CARRIES IMMENSE STATE PRIDE AND HAS PRODUCED
MEMORABLE MOMENTS THROUGHOUT THE DECADES. THE RIVALRY EXEMPLIFIES CLEMSON’S SIGNIFICANCE WITHIN SOUTH
CAROLINA AND THE BROADER COLLEGE FOOTBALL LANDSCAPE.

MEeMORIAL STADIUM AND TIGER W ALK

MEMORIAL STADIUM, KNOWN AS “DEATH VALLEY,” IS A SYMBOL OF CLEMSON FOOTBALL’S IDENTITY. THE STADIUM’S
INTIMIDATING ATMOSPHERE IS BOLSTERED BY TRADITIONS LIKE THE “TIGER W ALK,” WHERE PLAYERS PASS THROUGH A TUNNEL
OF CHEERING FANS BEFORE HOME GAMES. T HESE RITUALS CONTRIBUTE TO THE PROGRAM’S VIBRANT CULTURE AND ENDURING
APPEAL.

IMPACT ON SoUTH CAROLINA AND COLLEGE FOOTBALL

THE CLEMSON SOUTH CAROLINA FOOTBALL HISTORY EXTENDS BEYOND THE GRIDIRON, INFLUENCING THE CULTURAL, ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL FABRIC OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND LEAVING A MARK ON COLLEGE FOOTBALL NATIONALLY.
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Economic AND COMMUNITY INFLUENCE

CLEMSON FOOTBALL DRIVES SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC ACTIVITY IN THE REGION, FROM GAME-DAY TOURISM TO MERCHANDISING.
THE PROGRAM ALSO ENGAGES IN COMMUNITY OUTREACH, FOSTERING EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES AND CHARITABLE EFFORTS THAT
BENEFIT SOUTH CAROLINA RESIDENTS.

NATIONAL RECOGNITION AND LEGACY

CLEMSON’S SUSTAINED SUCCESS HAS ELEVATED THE ACC’S PROFILE AND CONTRIBUTED TO THE OVERALL COMPETITIVENESS OF
COLLEGE FOOTBALL. |TS ABILITY TO DEVELOP NFL-CALIBER TALENT AND COMPETE FOR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
UNDERSCORES THE PROGRAM’S ROLE AS A MODEL OF EXCELLENCE WITHIN THE SPORT.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

W/HEN WAS THE CLEMSON FOOTBALL PROGRAM ESTABLISHED?

THe CLEMSON FOOTBALL PROGRAM WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1896.

\W/HO WAS THE FIRST HEAD COACH OF CLEMSON FOOTBALL?

THE FIRST HEAD COACH OF CLEMSON FOOTBALL WAS W ALTER RIGGS, WHO COACHED THE TEAM IN 1896 AnD 1897.

How MANY NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS HAS CLEMSON FOOTBALL WON?

As oF 2024, CLEMSON FOOTBALL HAS WON THREE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS: IN 1981, 2016, anp 2018.

W/HicH CLEMSON FOOTBALL COACH IS CONSIDERED THE MOST SUCCESSFUL IN THE
PROGRAM’S HISTORY?

DABO SWINNEY IS CONSIDERED THE MOST SUCCESSFUL COACH IN CLEMSON FOOTBALL HISTORY, LEADING THE TEAM TO
MULTIPLE ACC TITLES AND NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS.

W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CLEMSON-SoOUTH CAROLINA FOOTBALL RIVALRY?

THe CLEMSON-SouTH CAROLINA RIVALRY, KNOWN AS THE PALMETTO BO\X/L/ IS ONE OF THE FIERCEST COLLEGE FOOTBALL
RIVALRIES IN THE NATION, DATING BACK TO 1896 AND SYMBOLIZING IN-STATE PRIDE.

\X/HERE DOES CLEMSON FOOTBALL PLAY ITS HOME GAMES?

CLEMSON FOOTBALL PLAYS ITS HOME GAMES AT MEMORIAL STADIUMI ALSO KNOWN AS ‘DEATH VALLEY,I LOCATED ON THE
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY CAMPUS.

WHO WAS THE FIRST CLEMSON PLAYER TO WIN THE HEISMAN TROPHY?

As oF 2024, Nno CLEMSON PLAYER HAS WON THE HEISMAN TROPHY, BUT SEVERAL, INCLUDING DESHAUN W/ ATSON AND
TREVOR L AWRENCE, HAVE BEEN FINALISTS.

How HAS CLEMSON FOOTBALL IMPACTED THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA?P

CLEMSON FOOTBALL HAS SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTED SOUTH CAROLINA BY BOOSTING STATE PRIDE, ATTRACTING NATIONAL



ATTENTION, AND CONTRIBUTING ECONOMICALLY THROUGH SPORTS TOURISM AND ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. TiGeErRS oN THE GRIDIRON: THE HISTORY OF CLEMSON FOOTBALL

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF CLEMSON UNIVERSITY'S FOOTBALL PROGRAM FROM ITS INCEPTION TO THE
PRESENT DAY. |T HIGHLIGHTS KEY MOMENTS, LEGENDARY PLAYERS, AND INFLUENTIAL COACHES WHO HAVE SHAPED THE TIGERS'
LEGACY. READERS WILL FIND DETAILED GAME ANALYSES AND BEHIND-THE-SCENES STORIES THAT CAPTURE THE SPIRIT OF
CLEMSON FOOTRALL.

2. DEATH VVALLEY DYNASTY: THE RisE oF CLEMSON FOOTBALL

FOCUSING ON THE TRANSFORMATIVE YEARS OF CLEMSON FOOTBALL, THIS BOOK CHRONICLES THE TEAM'S EVOLUTION INTO A
NATIONAL POWERHOUSE. |IT COVERS PIVOTAL SEASONS, CHAMPIONSHIP RUNS, AND THE CULTURAL IMPACT OF THE TIGERS
WITHIN SOUTH CAROLINA AND BEYOND. T HE NARRATIVE ALSO EXPLORES THE COMMUNITY AND FAN BASE THAT HAVE
SUPPORTED CLEMSON THROUGH DECADES OF SUCCESS.

3. FrRANK HowARD: THE MAN BeHIND THE TIGER

A BIOGRAPHY OF FRANK HOWARD, ONE OF CLEMSON'S MOST ICONIC COACHES, THIS BOOK DELVES INTO HIS COACHING
PHILOSOPHY AND ENDURING INFLUENCE ON THE PROGRAM. KNOWN FOR HIS LARGER-THAN-LIFE PERSONALITY AND COMMITMENT TO
EXCELLENCE, HOWARD'S TENURE IS EXAMINED THROUGH ANECDOTES, INTERVIEWS, AND ARCHIVAL MATERIALS. THE BOOK PAYS
TRIBUTE TO HIS ROLE IN BUILDING CLEMSON'S FOOTBALL TRADITION.

4. SATURDAY IN DEATH VVALLEY: CLEMSON FOOTBALL GAME DAY TRADITIONS

THIS BOOK CELEBRATES THE UNIQUE GAME DAY EXPERIENCES AT CLEMSON’S MEMORIAL STADIUM, AFFECTIONATELY KNOWN AS
DEATH VALLEY. |T EXPLORES TRADITIONS SUCH AS THE TIGER W/ ALK, THE FRIDAY NIGHT BONFIRE, AND THE ROAR OF THE
CROWD DURING HOME GAMES. FANS AND NEWCOMERS ALIKE WILL GAIN INSIGHT INTO WHAT MAKES CLEMSON FOOTBALL
SATURDAYS SPECIAL.

5. From CLEMSON TO THE NFL: Tigers WHo MADE IT BiG

HIGHLIGHTING THE CAREERS OF CLEMSON FOOTBALL ALUMNI WHO SUCCEEDED AT THE PROFESSIONAL LEVEL, THIS BOOK TRACES
THE JOURNEY OF NOTABLE TIGERS IN THE NFL. IT PROVIDES PROFILES, CAREER HIGHLIGHTS, AND PERSONAL STORIES OF
PERSEVERANCE AND TRIUMPH. THE BOOK SERVES AS AN INSPIRING TESTAMENT TO CLEMSON’S ROLE IN DEVELOPING ELITE
FOOTBALL TALENT.

6. THE 198 1 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP: CLEMSON’S HISTORIC TRIUMPH

THIS DETAILED ACCOUNT OF CLEMSON’S FIRST NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON CAPTURES THE EXCITEMENT AND CHALLENGES
FACED BY THE TEAM. |T COVERS CRUCIAL GAMES, STANDOUT PLAYERS, AND COACHING STRATEGIES THAT LED TO THE TIGERS'
CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT. THE BOOK ALSO EXPLORES THE BROADER IMPACT OF THIS VICTORY ON CLEMSON’S FOOTBALL
CULTURE.

7. LEGENDS OF DEATH VALLEY: PROFILES OF CLEMSON’S GREATEST PLAYERS

A COLLECTION OF IN-DEPTH PROFILES ON SOME OF THE MOST CELEBRATED PLAYERS IN CLEMSON FOOTBALL HISTORY. FROM
ALL-AMERICANS TO HEISMAN CANDIDATES, THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS, PLAYING STYLE, AND CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE PROGRAM. |T CELEBRATES THE LEGACY OF THESE ATHLETES BOTH ON AND OFF THE FIELD.

8. CLeMmsonN FooTBALL: TALES FROM THE TIGER SIDELINES

THIS BOOK OFFERS A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT CLEMSON FOOTBALL THROUGH THE EYES OF FORMER PLAYERS, COACHES,
AND STAFF. FEATURING PERSONAL STORIES, LOCKER ROOM MOMENTS, AND MEMORABLE ANECDOTES, IT PROVIDES A UNIQUE
PERSPECTIVE ON LIFE WITHIN THE PROGRAM. READERS GAIN AN INTIMATE UNDERSTANDING OF THE DEDICATION AND CAMARADERIE
THAT DEFINE CLEMSON FOOTRBALL.

Q. THE RIvALRY: CLEMSON vS. SOoUTH CAROLINA FOOTBALL

EXPLORING ONE OF COLLEGE FOOTBALL’S FIERCEST RIVALRIES, THIS BOOK CHRONICLES THE HISTORY AND INTENSITY OF THE
CLEMSON-SoUTH CAROLINA MATCHUP. IT EXAMINES KEY GAMES, MEMORABLE MOMENTS, AND THE PASSIONATE FAN BASES THAT
FUEL THE COMPETITION. THE NARRATIVE CAPTURES THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS RIVALRY IN SOUTH CAROLINA’S SPORTS
CULTURE.
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