
clep us history 2
CLEP US History 2 is a valuable examination for students looking to earn college credit
while demonstrating their knowledge of U.S. history from 1865 to the present. This exam,
administered by the College Board, is designed to assess students' understanding of
significant historical events, themes, and figures that have shaped the United States. In
this comprehensive guide, we will delve into the details of the CLEP US History 2 exam,
including its structure, content areas, preparation tips, and benefits.

Understanding CLEP US History 2

The CLEP (College-Level Examination Program) allows students to demonstrate their
knowledge and earn college credit through examinations. The CLEP US History 2 exam
focuses on the latter part of American history, covering key periods, events, and trends
from the post-Civil War era to contemporary times.

Exam Structure

The CLEP US History 2 exam consists of:

- Total Questions: 120 multiple-choice questions
- Time Limit: 90 minutes
- Format: Computer-based test

The exam is designed to measure knowledge of historical concepts, critical thinking skills,
and the ability to interpret historical data. The questions are varied and may include
identifying significant individuals, understanding historical events, analyzing primary
sources, and recognizing the impact of social, political, and economic changes.

Content Areas Covered

The content of the CLEP US History 2 exam is divided into several key areas, including:

1. Reconstruction and the Gilded Age (1865-1900)
- Reconstruction policies and their impact
- Industrialization and its effects on society
- Immigration and urbanization trends

2. Progressive Era and World War I (1900-1920)
- Progressive reforms and movements
- U.S. involvement in World War I
- Social changes during the war



3. The Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression (1920-1939)
- Cultural developments in the 1920s
- Causes and consequences of the Great Depression
- New Deal policies and their impact

4. World War II and the Postwar Era (1939-1960)
- U.S. involvement in World War II
- The Cold War and its implications
- Civil rights movements and social change

5. Recent History (1960-Present)
- The Vietnam War and its aftermath
- The rise of technology and globalization
- Current events and contemporary issues

Preparation for the CLEP US History 2 Exam

Preparing for the CLEP US History 2 exam requires a focused approach to studying. Below
are some effective strategies to help you succeed:

Study Materials

To effectively prepare for the exam, consider utilizing the following resources:

- Textbooks: Standard U.S. history textbooks covering the relevant periods can provide a
solid foundation of knowledge.
- CLEP Study Guides: Specific study guides for the CLEP US History 2 exam can help you
focus on key concepts and practice questions.
- Online Courses: Many platforms offer online courses tailored to the CLEP exams,
featuring video lectures, quizzes, and interactive materials.
- Flashcards: Create flashcards for important dates, events, and figures to aid in
memorization.

Practice Tests

Taking practice tests is one of the best ways to prepare for the CLEP US History 2 exam.
Here’s how to effectively use practice tests:

- Identify Weak Areas: After completing a practice test, review your answers to identify
topics you need to study further.
- Simulate Test Conditions: Take practice tests under timed conditions to familiarize
yourself with the exam format and time constraints.
- Review Explanations: Go through the explanations for both correct and incorrect answers
to deepen your understanding.



Study Schedule

Creating a study schedule can help you stay organized and ensure you cover all necessary
material. Here’s a simple outline to follow:

1. Set a Timeline: Determine how much time you have before the exam and divide your
study material accordingly.
2. Daily Goals: Set specific goals for each study session, focusing on different content
areas.
3. Incorporate Review: Reserve time each week for reviewing previously studied material
to reinforce your knowledge.

Benefits of Taking the CLEP US History 2 Exam

Taking the CLEP US History 2 exam offers numerous benefits for students, including:

1. Earning College Credit

One of the main advantages of CLEP exams is the ability to earn college credit. Many
colleges and universities accept CLEP exam scores for credit, allowing students to
potentially bypass introductory history courses.

2. Saving Time and Money

By earning college credit through CLEP exams, students can save both time and money.
Passing the exam can reduce the number of courses needed to complete a degree, leading
to lower tuition costs and a faster path to graduation.

3. Flexibility and Convenience

The CLEP exam offers flexibility in terms of scheduling and location. Students can choose
when to take the exam, and many testing centers are available nationwide. Additionally,
the computer-based format allows for immediate score reporting.

4. Demonstrating Knowledge and Skills

Successfully passing the CLEP US History 2 exam demonstrates a student’s knowledge
and competence in U.S. history, which can enhance their academic profile. This
achievement may be beneficial when applying to colleges or for scholarships.



Conclusion

In summary, the CLEP US History 2 exam is an excellent opportunity for students to
demonstrate their knowledge of American history from 1865 to the present and earn
college credit in the process. By understanding the exam structure, content areas, and
effective preparation strategies, students can enhance their chances of success. The
benefits of taking the exam extend beyond just earning credits; they also include saving
time and money while showcasing their knowledge and skills in a competitive academic
environment. As you prepare for this exam, remember that thorough study and practice
are key to achieving your goals.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in the CLEP US History II
exam?
The CLEP US History II exam covers topics from the Reconstruction era to the present,
including industrialization, the Progressive Era, World Wars I and II, the Cold War, civil
rights movements, and contemporary American society.

What is the format of the CLEP US History II exam?
The CLEP US History II exam consists of 80 multiple-choice questions that must be
completed in 90 minutes. It assesses the test-taker's knowledge of US history from 1865 to
the present.

How can I prepare for the CLEP US History II exam?
To prepare for the CLEP US History II exam, consider using study guides, CLEP
preparation books, online courses, and practice tests. Familiarizing yourself with the exam
format and key historical themes is also beneficial.

What score do I need to pass the CLEP US History II
exam?
The passing score for the CLEP US History II exam varies by institution, but it is generally
around 50-55 out of a possible 80 points. Always check with your college for their specific
requirements.

Can I receive college credit for passing the CLEP US
History II exam?
Yes, many colleges and universities grant college credit for a passing score on the CLEP
US History II exam. However, policies vary by institution, so it's important to check with
your college regarding their credit acceptance policy.
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