
click clack moo cows that type by doreen
cronin
click clack moo cows that type by doreen cronin is a beloved children’s book that combines
humor, creativity, and a unique storyline to captivate young readers. Written by Doreen Cronin and
illustrated by Betsy Lewin, this story features a group of cows who mysteriously learn to type and
use their newfound skill to negotiate with the farmer. The book’s clever narrative and engaging
illustrations have made it a favorite in classrooms and homes alike. This article explores the plot,
themes, characters, and educational value of "Click Clack Moo Cows That Type by Doreen Cronin,"
as well as its impact on children’s literature and reading development.
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Overview and Plot Summary
The story of click clack moo cows that type by doreen cronin revolves around a group of cows
on a farm who discover an old typewriter in the barn. Using this typewriter, the cows begin to
communicate with Farmer Brown by typing messages demanding better living conditions, such as
electric blankets. Their demands lead to a series of negotiations and humorous exchanges between
the cows, the farmer, and other farm animals. The plot unfolds in a simple yet engaging manner,
making it accessible for young readers while offering ample opportunities for discussion about
communication, problem-solving, and fairness.

Plot Details
The narrative begins when Farmer Brown notices that his cows have started leaving typed notes.
Initially confused, he soon realizes that the cows are using the typewriter to make demands. When
the farmer refuses to comply, the cows go on strike, refusing to give milk until their requests are
met. The story also introduces other animals like hens who join the strike with their own demands,
creating a lively and humorous conflict on the farm. Eventually, a compromise is reached,
highlighting themes of negotiation and cooperation.



Main Characters and Their Roles
Understanding the characters in click clack moo cows that type by doreen cronin is essential to
appreciating the story’s humor and message. Each character plays a specific role that contributes to
the plot and the lessons conveyed.

Farmer Brown
Farmer Brown is the human protagonist who manages the farm. He represents authority and
traditional farm life. His interactions with the typing cows bring out the story’s humor and highlight
the challenges of communication between humans and animals.

The Cows
The cows are the central characters who drive the plot. Their unexpected ability to type symbolizes
intelligence and agency, challenging typical perceptions of farm animals. Their demands for electric
blankets reflect their desire for better treatment and comfort, making them relatable and
sympathetic.

Other Farm Animals
Besides the cows, other animals such as hens participate by joining the strike with their own
demands. This expansion of characters adds complexity to the story and emphasizes collective action
and solidarity among the animals.

Themes and Educational Significance
click clack moo cows that type by doreen cronin incorporates several important themes that
contribute to its educational value. These themes encourage critical thinking and social awareness
among young readers.

Communication and Negotiation
The story highlights the power of communication, especially through the unique device of typing. It
introduces children to the concept of negotiation and conflict resolution, showing how different
parties can reach agreements through dialogue rather than confrontation.

Empathy and Animal Rights
The cows’ demands for better conditions promote empathy by encouraging readers to consider the
welfare of animals. The story subtly introduces ideas about fairness and respect for living beings,
fostering a compassionate mindset.



Problem-Solving and Creativity
The inventive premise of animals typing and organizing a strike sparks creativity and imaginative
thinking. It also teaches problem-solving skills as the characters find ways to resolve their conflicts
effectively.

List of Educational Benefits

Enhances reading comprehension through engaging storytelling

Introduces negotiation and conflict resolution concepts

Encourages empathy towards animals and others

Stimulates imagination and creativity

Supports vocabulary building with repetitive and rhythmic phrases

Writing Style and Illustrations
The success of click clack moo cows that type by doreen cronin is also attributed to its
distinctive writing style and charming illustrations, which work together to create an entertaining
reading experience.

Writing Style
Doreen Cronin’s writing is characterized by clear, simple language suited for early readers. The text
includes playful repetition and rhythmic patterns, making it easy to follow and enjoyable to read
aloud. The humor embedded in the dialogue and narrative engages children and adults alike.

Illustrations by Betsy Lewin
Betsy Lewin’s whimsical and expressive illustrations complement the text perfectly. Her use of
vibrant colors and lively characters brings the story to life, enhancing the reader’s connection with
the animals and the farm setting. The visual cues also support comprehension and retention.

Reception and Influence in Children’s Literature
click clack moo cows that type by doreen cronin has been widely praised by educators, parents,
and literary critics, securing its place as a modern classic in children’s literature.



Critical Acclaim and Awards
The book has received numerous accolades for its originality, humor, and educational value. It is
frequently recommended by librarians and reading specialists as an excellent choice for early
childhood literacy programs.

Impact on Reading and Learning
The story’s engaging premise and accessible language have made it a popular tool for encouraging
reluctant readers. Its themes provide a foundation for discussions about communication, fairness,
and problem-solving in classroom settings.

Legacy and Continued Popularity
Since its publication, "Click Clack Moo Cows That Type by Doreen Cronin" has inspired sequels and
adaptations, reinforcing its enduring appeal. It remains a staple in children’s book collections and
continues to influence new generations of readers and educators.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Click Clack Moo: Cows That Type'
by Doreen Cronin?
The main theme is negotiation and communication, as the cows use a typewriter to make demands
and negotiate with the farmer.

Who are the main characters in 'Click Clack Moo: Cows That
Type'?
The main characters include the cows, Farmer Brown, and the ducks.

How do the cows communicate their demands in the story?
The cows use a typewriter to type out their demands to Farmer Brown.

What demands do the cows make in 'Click Clack Moo: Cows
That Type'?
The cows demand electric blankets to keep warm in the barn.

How does Farmer Brown initially respond to the cows’ typed



demands?
Farmer Brown is surprised and refuses to give the cows electric blankets at first.

What role do the ducks play in the story?
The ducks help the cows by also making demands and supporting the negotiation process.

What lesson can children learn from 'Click Clack Moo: Cows
That Type'?
Children learn about problem-solving, communication, and the power of negotiation.

Who is the illustrator of 'Click Clack Moo: Cows That Type'
and how does the artwork contribute to the story?
The illustrator is Betsy Lewin, and her lively, humorous illustrations enhance the story’s charm and
appeal.

Is 'Click Clack Moo: Cows That Type' suitable for classroom
reading?
Yes, it is often used in classrooms to teach themes like negotiation, communication, and farm life.

What genre does 'Click Clack Moo: Cows That Type' belong to?
It is a children’s picture book that combines humor and a farm story with a message about
communication.

Additional Resources
1. Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type by Doreen Cronin
This is the original story where Farmer Brown’s cows discover an old typewriter and start typing
demands for better living conditions. The cows go on strike, leaving the farmer in a funny standoff
that teaches kids about negotiation and problem-solving. The humorous text and charming
illustrations make it a delightful read for young children.

2. Giggle, Giggle, Quack by Doreen Cronin
In this sequel, Farmer Brown goes on vacation and leaves the animals in charge, but the
mischievous duck has other plans. The animals send funny and unexpected notes to Farmer Brown,
leading to hilarious confusion. This book continues the playful tone and features the same witty style
as the original.

3. Duck for President by Doreen Cronin
Duck decides to run for president of the farm, promising change and excitement to all the animals.
The story introduces young readers to ideas about leadership, elections, and democracy, all wrapped
in clever humor. It’s an engaging and educational tale with lively illustrations by Betsy Lewin.



4. Moo, Baa, La La La! by Sandra Boynton
While not by Doreen Cronin, this board book shares the playful spirit of animal sounds and silly
noises. It’s perfect for younger readers who enjoy the whimsical and rhythmic fun similar to the
sounds in Click, Clack, Moo. The book encourages early language development through repetition
and humor.

5. Farmyard Beat by Lindsey Craig
This book features a group of animals who come together to create music on the farm, celebrating
teamwork and creativity. Like Click, Clack, Moo, it uses rhythm and fun illustrations to engage kids.
It’s a lively story that encourages children to find their own beat and voice.

6. Interrupting Chicken by David Ezra Stein
This story follows a little red chicken who loves to interrupt bedtime stories with her own
imaginative twists. Though not about typing cows, it shares a similar playful tone and appeals to
children who enjoy humorous animal characters. The book is charming and encourages creativity
and active listening.

7. Farm Friends by Emily Jenkins
A gentle story about various farm animals and their daily routines, this book offers a warm look at
farm life. While it doesn’t have the conflict or typing antics, it complements the farm setting of Click,
Clack, Moo. The illustrations are bright and inviting, perfect for early readers.

8. Good Night, Farm by Annie Bach
This bedtime story takes readers through a peaceful farm at night as the animals settle down to
sleep. It shares the farmyard theme with Click, Clack, Moo but focuses on calm and comfort rather
than humor and negotiation. This book is ideal for winding down after a busy day.

9. The Cow Who Clucked by Denise Fleming
This tale features a cow who discovers she can cluck like a chicken, leading to amusing farmyard
confusion. It’s a fun story about embracing uniqueness and surprises, resonating with the playful
animal antics found in Click, Clack, Moo. The vibrant, textured illustrations add to the book’s charm.
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