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CNA state exam passing score California is a crucial topic for aspiring
Certified Nursing Assistants in the Golden State. Understanding the
requirements, preparation strategies, and the implications of passing or
failing the exam can significantly impact your career in healthcare. This
article will delve into the details surrounding the CNA state exam, including
the passing score, exam structure, preparation tips, and what to expect after
the exam.

Understanding the CNA State Exam

The Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) state exam in California is designed to
assess the knowledge and skills necessary for entry-level nursing assistants.
The exam is administered by the California Department of Public Health (CDPH)
and is a requirement for obtaining certification to work as a CNA in
California.

Components of the CNA State Exam

The CNA state exam consists of two main components:

Written Exam: This part evaluates your theoretical knowledge of nursing1.
assistant duties, patient care, safety protocols, and communication
skills.

Skills Evaluation: In this practical section, candidates must2.
demonstrate proficiency in a series of nursing skills, such as taking
vital signs, assisting with personal care, and proper hygiene
techniques.

Passing Score for the CNA State Exam in
California

To become a certified nursing assistant in California, candidates must
achieve a specific passing score on both components of the state exam.



Written Exam Passing Score

For the written portion of the CNA state exam, candidates must score at least
70% to pass. This means that out of the total questions, you can only miss a
limited number to meet the requirement. The written exam typically consists
of 75 multiple-choice questions, so aiming for at least 53 correct answers is
essential.

Skills Evaluation Passing Score

In the skills evaluation section, candidates must successfully demonstrate a
minimum of five nursing skills. The evaluators assess candidates based on
specific criteria, including:

Correct execution of each skill

Adherence to safety and hygiene protocols

Effective communication with the patient

Candidates must pass all the required skills to qualify for certification.
There is no numerical score for this part; it is a pass/fail evaluation.

Preparing for the CNA State Exam

Preparation is key to successfully passing the CNA state exam. Here are some
effective strategies to help you prepare:

Enroll in a State-Approved CNA Training Program

Before taking the exam, you must complete a state-approved CNA training
program. These programs typically cover essential topics, including:

Basic nursing skills

Patient care fundamentals

Communication skills

Safety and infection control



Completion of this program provides you with the foundational knowledge and
skills necessary for the exam.

Utilize Study Guides and Practice Tests

Using study guides and practice tests can be incredibly beneficial in gauging
your knowledge and preparing for the exam format. Many resources are
available, including:

Online practice exams

Study guide books

Flashcards for key terms and concepts

Practice tests can help familiarize you with the types of questions you may
encounter and allow you to assess areas where you may need additional review.

Join a Study Group

Collaborating with peers can enhance your understanding and retention of
information. Joining a study group allows you to:

Share knowledge and resources

Discuss challenging topics

Motivate each other in preparation efforts

Working with others can also help reduce anxiety as you approach the exam
date.

What to Expect on Exam Day

On the day of the exam, it’s crucial to be well-prepared and understand what
to expect. Here’s a breakdown of the exam day process:



Arrive Early

Plan to arrive at the testing center at least 30 minutes before your
scheduled exam time. This will give you ample time to check in and settle
down.

Required Documentation

Make sure to bring the following documents to the exam:

Valid photo ID (driver's license, passport, etc.)

Admission letter or registration confirmation

Any other required paperwork specified by the testing center

Stay Calm and Focused

Exam day can be nerve-wracking, but staying calm is essential. Here are some
tips:

Practice deep breathing exercises to manage anxiety.

Read each question carefully during the written exam.

Take your time during the skills evaluation to ensure you perform each
skill accurately.

After the CNA State Exam

Once you have completed the CNA state exam, you will typically receive your
results within a few days to a few weeks, depending on the testing center’s
processing time.

Understanding Your Results

If you pass both components of the exam, you will receive your certification,



allowing you to work as a CNA in California. If you do not pass one or both
sections, you can retake the exam. Here are the steps to follow:

Review the areas where you struggled to improve your knowledge and
skills.

Schedule a retake of the exam, focusing on the section you did not pass.

Continuing Education and Employment Opportunities

Once you pass the exam and receive your certification, it’s essential to stay
updated on continuing education requirements. Additionally, the demand for
CNAs is high, providing numerous employment opportunities in various
healthcare settings, such as:

Nursing homes

Hospitals

Home health care

Assisted living facilities

In conclusion, understanding the CNA state exam passing score California and
preparing effectively for the exam can significantly enhance your chances of
success. By following the outlined strategies and being well-prepared, you
can confidently approach the exam and embark on a fulfilling career as a
Certified Nursing Assistant.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the passing score for the CNA state exam in
California?
The passing score for the CNA state exam in California is 70%.

How many questions are on the CNA state exam in
California?
The CNA state exam in California consists of 75 questions, of which 60 are



multiple-choice and 15 are clinical skills.

What happens if I fail the CNA state exam in
California?
If you fail the CNA state exam in California, you can retake the exam after a
waiting period, typically within 2 years of your initial attempt.

Can I review my answers after taking the CNA state
exam in California?
No, once you submit your CNA state exam in California, you cannot review your
answers.

How long does it take to receive CNA state exam
results in California?
You typically receive your CNA state exam results in California within 2 to 4
weeks after taking the exam.

Is there a limit to the number of times I can take
the CNA state exam in California?
In California, you can take the CNA state exam as many times as needed within
a 2-year period, as long as you continue to meet the eligibility
requirements.

What study materials are recommended for the CNA
state exam in California?
Recommended study materials include the California Department of Public
Health's CNA handbook, online practice tests, and CNA review books.

Are there any prerequisites to take the CNA state
exam in California?
Yes, you must complete a state-approved CNA training program and pass a
background check before you can take the CNA state exam in California.
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