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College of Business Illinois State University is a prominent institution
known for its commitment to excellence in business education. Situated in
Normal, Illinois, this college is part of a larger university that prides
itself on fostering a strong academic environment, rich in resources and
opportunities for students. The College of Business offers a diverse array of
undergraduate and graduate programs designed to prepare students for
successful careers in various sectors. Its dedication to experiential
learning, ethical business practices, and innovative research makes it a
notable choice for aspiring business leaders.

History and Mission

The College of Business at Illinois State University was established in 1962,
building on a legacy of high-quality education that dates back to the
founding of the university in 1857. Over the years, it has evolved to meet
the changing needs of the business world while maintaining a focus on core
values such as integrity, excellence, and community engagement.

The mission of the College of Business is to provide students with a
comprehensive education that prepares them for the complexities of the global
business environment. This mission is executed through a rigorous curriculum,
experienced faculty, and a strong emphasis on ethics and social
responsibility.

Academic Programs

The College of Business offers a variety of programs at both the
undergraduate and graduate levels.

Undergraduate Programs

Students can choose from several majors, including:

1. Accounting
2. Business Administration
3. Finance
4. Insurance
5. Management
6. Marketing



7. Business Information Systems
8. International Business

Each program is designed to equip students with the necessary skills and
knowledge to excel in their chosen fields. The curriculum is regularly
updated to reflect industry trends and demands, ensuring that graduates are
well-prepared for the workforce.

Graduate Programs

The College also offers a range of graduate programs, including:

1. Master of Business Administration (MBA)
2. Master of Science in Accounting
3. Master of Science in Finance
4. Master of Science in Information Systems
5. Master of Science in Marketing Research

These programs are tailored for professionals seeking to advance their
careers. The MBA program, for instance, offers various concentrations,
allowing students to specialize in areas such as entrepreneurship, supply
chain management, and data analytics.

Faculty and Research

The faculty at the College of Business are highly qualified, with many
holding advanced degrees from respected institutions. They bring a wealth of
knowledge and real-world experience to the classroom, enriching the learning
environment for students.

Research is a vital component of the College’s mission. Faculty members
engage in various research activities that contribute to the advancement of
business knowledge. Their work often focuses on:

- Business ethics
- Financial markets
- Marketing strategies
- Organizational behavior
- Supply chain management

The College frequently hosts guest speakers, workshops, and seminars that
allow students to interact with industry leaders and gain insights into
current business trends.



Student Experience and Engagement

The College of Business emphasizes the importance of a well-rounded
educational experience. This commitment is evident in the numerous
opportunities available for student engagement.

Clubs and Organizations

Students can join various business-related clubs and organizations,
including:

- American Marketing Association (AMA)
- Association of Information Technology Professionals (AITP)
- Beta Alpha Psi (Accounting Honor Society)
- Finance and Investment Club
- Entrepreneurship Club

Participating in these organizations allows students to network with peers,
develop leadership skills, and gain practical experience.

Internships and Experiential Learning

Internships are strongly encouraged, as they provide students with hands-on
experience in real-world business settings. The College has established
partnerships with local, national, and international companies to facilitate
internships and job placements. This experiential learning component enhances
students' resumes and prepares them for future employment.

Facilities and Resources

The College of Business is housed in the State Farm Hall of Business, a
state-of-the-art facility equipped with modern classrooms, collaborative
spaces, and advanced technology. The building features:

- Smart classrooms with multimedia capabilities
- Meeting rooms for group projects
- Study lounges and collaboration areas
- A dedicated career services center

These resources support students in their academic endeavors and career
preparation.



Accreditation and Recognition

The College of Business is accredited by the Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB), a prestigious recognition that
signifies excellence in business education. Less than 5% of the world’s
business schools have achieved this accreditation, highlighting the College’s
commitment to high-quality education and continuous improvement.

In addition to AACSB accreditation, the College has received numerous
accolades and recognitions over the years, including rankings in various
national publications for its undergraduate and graduate programs. These
recognitions affirm the College of Business's position as a leader in
business education.

Career Services and Alumni Network

The College of Business provides robust career services to assist students in
their job search and career development. Services include:

- Career counseling and resume workshops
- Mock interviews
- Job fairs and networking events
- Access to job postings and internship opportunities

The College also boasts a strong alumni network, which is an invaluable
resource for current students. Alumni often return to campus to share their
experiences, provide mentorship, and offer job leads, creating a supportive
community that fosters professional growth.

Conclusion

The College of Business at Illinois State University stands out as an
institution dedicated to preparing students for successful careers in a
dynamic business landscape. With its diverse academic programs, experienced
faculty, and commitment to experiential learning, the College provides an
enriching educational experience that equips students with the skills and
knowledge necessary to thrive in their chosen fields. Whether through
internships, student organizations, or a robust alumni network, students are
afforded ample opportunities to engage with the business community and build
a foundation for their future success. As the business world continues to
evolve, the College of Business remains at the forefront, shaping the next
generation of business leaders.



Frequently Asked Questions

What programs does the College of Business at
Illinois State University offer?
The College of Business at Illinois State University offers undergraduate and
graduate programs in various fields, including Accounting, Finance,
Marketing, Management, and Business Administration.

How does the College of Business at Illinois State
University support student internships?
The College of Business provides resources like career services, faculty
mentorship, and partnerships with local businesses to help students find and
secure internships that align with their career goals.

What are the admission requirements for the College
of Business at Illinois State University?
Admission requirements typically include a completed application, high school
transcripts, standardized test scores (ACT/SAT), and a personal statement.
Specific requirements may vary by program.

Are there any online degree options available at the
College of Business at Illinois State University?
Yes, the College of Business offers online degree programs, including a fully
online MBA, allowing students to complete their studies remotely.

What opportunities are available for networking
within the College of Business?
The College of Business hosts various networking events, guest speaker
series, and career fairs, allowing students to connect with alumni and
industry professionals.

What is the reputation of the College of Business at
Illinois State University?
The College of Business is well-regarded for its strong academic programs and
is accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business
(AACSB), a mark of excellence in business education.



How does the College of Business promote diversity
and inclusion?
The College of Business promotes diversity and inclusion through various
initiatives, including student organizations, scholarships, and events that
celebrate different cultures and perspectives.

What kind of extracurricular activities are offered
at the College of Business?
Extracurricular activities include student organizations, business
competitions, professional development workshops, and community service
opportunities, enriching the student experience.

How can prospective students learn more about the
College of Business?
Prospective students can attend information sessions, campus tours, and open
houses, as well as visit the College of Business website for detailed program
information and resources.
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