comparing the ideas of john locke and thomas

hobbes worksheet

Comparing the ideas of John Locke and Thomas Hobbes worksheet is a pivotal exploration of political
philosophy that delves into the contrasting views of two foundational thinkers of the Enlightenment era.
Both Locke and Hobbes proposed essential theories about human nature, the state of nature, and the
social contract, yet their conclusions and philosophies diverge significantly. This article will provide an
in-depth comparison of their ideas, focusing on key themes such as human nature, the state of nature,

the social contract, and governance.

Understanding John Locke and Thomas Hobbes

Before diving into a detailed comparison, it’s important to understand the backgrounds and key

philosophies of John Locke and Thomas Hobbes.

John Locke: The Optimistic Philosopher

John Locke (1632-1704) was an English philosopher whose ideas laid the groundwork for modern
liberal democracy. Locke had a more optimistic view of human nature, believing that individuals are
inherently rational and capable of self-governance. His most notable works include "Two Treatises of
Government," where he argues for the protection of natural rights and the importance of consent in

governance.



Thomas Hobbes: The Pessimistic Philosopher

In contrast, Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) was an English philosopher known for his work "Leviathan."
Hobbes held a more cynical view of human nature, arguing that humans are driven by self-interest and
fear. He believed that without a powerful authority to maintain order, society would descend into chaos

and violence.

Key Themes in the Philosophies of Locke and Hobbes

To understand the differences between Locke and Hobbes, we can examine their thoughts on several

key themes.

1. Human Nature

- Hobbes’ View: Hobbes believed that humans are naturally selfish and aggressive. He famously
described life in the state of nature as "solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short." According to Hobbes,
individuals are motivated by self-preservation, leading to a constant state of conflict without a strong

central authority.
- Locke’s View: In contrast, Locke viewed humans as reasonable and capable of cooperation. He
believed that people are born with certain natural rights, including life, liberty, and property. Locke

argued that in the state of nature, humans are generally peaceful and can coexist without conflict,

provided their rights are respected.

2. The State of Nature

- Hobbes’ Perspective: For Hobbes, the state of nature is a dangerous place where there are no laws



or morality, leading to a "war of all against all." The absence of authority results in chaos, prompting

individuals to seek protection through a social contract.

- Locke’s Perspective: Locke’s state of nature is more optimistic. He believed it is a state of equality
and freedom, where individuals have the right to govern themselves. However, he acknowledged that

conflicts could arise over property and rights, necessitating the establishment of a government.

3. The Social Contract

- Hobbes’ Social Contract: Hobbes argued that to escape the chaos of the state of nature, individuals
must surrender their rights to a sovereign authority in exchange for security and order. This social
contract requires absolute obedience to the ruler, who maintains peace and protects citizens from each

other.

- Locke’s Social Contract: Conversely, Locke's social contract is based on mutual consent and the
protection of natural rights. According to Locke, individuals agree to form a government to protect their
rights, and if the government fails to do so, citizens have the right to revolt and establish a new

government.

4. Governance and Authority

- Hobbes’ Absolute Authority: Hobbes believed that a strong, centralized authority is essential for
maintaining peace and preventing civil war. He supported absolute monarchy as the most effective

form of government, emphasizing that the sovereign's power must be unquestionable.

- Locke’s Limited Government: Locke, on the other hand, advocated for a government that is limited in
power and accountable to the people. He believed that government should exist to protect individual

rights and that the authority of rulers should be derived from the consent of the governed.



Comparing Locke and Hobbes: A Summary

The ideas of John Locke and Thomas Hobbes represent two contrasting visions of human nature and

governance. Here’s a summary of their main differences:

| Aspect | Thomas Hobbes | John Locke |
| I | |

| View of Human Nature | Negative; self-interested and aggressive | Positive; rational and cooperative |

| State of Nature | Chaotic, leading to conflict | Generally peaceful, but with potential conflicts |
| Social Contract | Surrender of rights for security | Agreement to protect natural rights |

| Form of Government | Absolute monarchy | Representative democracy with limited power |

Practical Applications of Their Ideas

Understanding the philosophies of Locke and Hobbes can provide valuable insights into contemporary

political theory and practice. Here are some practical applications of their ideas:

¢ Modern Governance: Locke’s principles of democracy and individual rights continue to influence
modern democratic governments, advocating for a system where authority is derived from the

consent of the people.

¢ Legal Systems: Hobbes’ emphasis on the rule of law and the need for a strong authority can be

seen in authoritarian regimes where order is prioritized over individual freedoms.

e Human Rights: Locke’s assertion of natural rights has been foundational in the development of

human rights laws and international treaties.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the comparing the ideas of John Locke and Thomas Hobbes worksheet serves as a
critical tool for understanding the evolution of political thought. While Hobbes painted a bleak picture of
human nature and advocated for absolute authority, Locke offered a more hopeful view, emphasizing
the importance of rights and democratic governance. By examining their contrasting ideas, we gain
valuable perspectives on the nature of authority, governance, and human rights that continue to

resonate in today’s political discourse.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main beliefs of John Locke regarding human nature?

John Locke believed that human nature is characterized by reason and tolerance. He argued that
individuals are generally good and capable of self-governance, emphasizing the importance of natural

rights, such as life, liberty, and property.

How does Thomas Hobbes view the state of nature compared to John

Locke?

Thomas Hobbes viewed the state of nature as a violent and chaotic environment where life is 'solitary,
poor, nasty, brutish, and short.' In contrast, Locke believed that the state of nature is a state of equality

and freedom, where people can coexist peacefully.

What is the social contract theory proposed by Hobbes and Locke?

Hobbes' social contract theory suggests that individuals consent to surrender some freedoms to a
powerful sovereign in exchange for security and order. Locke's version, however, posits that people
agree to form a government that protects their natural rights, and if it fails to do so, they have the right

to revolt.



How do Locke and Hobbes differ in their views on government?

Locke advocated for a government with limited powers that exists to protect individual rights and can
be overthrown if it fails to do so. Hobbes, conversely, supported a strong, absolute authority to prevent

chaos and maintain peace, believing that individuals should not challenge the sovereign.

What impact did Locke and Hobbes have on modern political thought?

Locke's ideas influenced liberal democratic thought, emphasizing individual rights and government
accountability. Hobbes' views laid the groundwork for discussions on authoritarianism and the

necessity of strong governance to maintain social order.

In what ways do Locke and Hobbes' ideas reflect their views on human
rights?

Locke's philosophy is grounded in the belief that natural rights are inherent and must be protected by
government. In contrast, Hobbes viewed rights as granted by the sovereign, arguing that individuals

must forfeit certain freedoms for the sake of security, thus prioritizing order over individual liberty.
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