complete anglican hymns old and new

Complete Anglican Hymns Old and New is an essential resource for
congregations and individuals wishing to enrich their worship experience
within the Anglican tradition. This collection encompasses a vast array of
hymns that span centuries, reflecting the depth and diversity of Anglican
worship. In this article, we will explore the history, significance, and
structure of the complete Anglican hymns, while also delving into the various
themes and styles represented within the hymnal.

Historical Context of Anglican Hymns

The roots of Anglican hymnody can be traced back to the early Christian
Church, where hymns were used to express faith and praise. However, the
formal development of Anglican hymns began in the sixteenth century with the
English Reformation. The establishment of the Church of England led to a
renewed focus on congregational singing, which became an integral part of the
Anglican liturgy.

Early Influences

1. The Book of Common Prayer (1549): This pivotal text included various hymns
and responses that shaped early Anglican worship.

2. Isaac Watts (1674-1748): Often referred to as the "father of English
hymnody," Watts wrote many hymns that are still sung today, such as "When I
Survey the Wondrous Cross."

3. Charles Wesley (1707-1788): A prolific hymn writer and co-founder of the
Methodist movement, Wesley's works, including "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,"
greatly influenced Anglican hymnody.

The Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries

The nineteenth century saw the rise of numerous hymnals, providing Anglicans
with a wider selection of hymns. The Oxford Movement, which emphasized the
liturgical and sacramental aspects of Anglican worship, fostered a revival of
traditional hymns and encouraged new compositions.

In the twentieth century, the expansion of hymn writing continued, with
influential figures like Fanny J. Crosby and contemporary writers such as
Graham Kendrick and Stuart Townend contributing to the repertoire. The result
is a rich tapestry of hymns that cater to various styles and theological
perspectives.



The Structure of Complete Anglican Hymns 0Old
and New

The complete Anglican hymns collection is organized to facilitate ease of use
during worship. It typically includes several key sections:

Sections of the Hymnal

1. Liturgical Sections: Organized according to the church calendar, these
sections provide hymns appropriate for various seasons, such as Advent,
Christmas, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost.

2. Thematic Sections: These include hymns categorized by themes such as
Praise, Worship, Faith, and Love, allowing congregations to select hymns that
reflect their specific needs and messages.

3. Index: An index of first lines, tunes, and authors makes finding specific
hymns straightforward, enhancing the overall accessibility of the hymnal.

Common Features

- Musical Notation: Most hymnals include the musical score, allowing
congregations to sing melodies accurately.

- Lyrics: The full lyrics are provided, often with annotations regarding the
context or scripture references.

- Background Information: Many hymnals offer insights into the authors and
composers, enhancing the worship experience by connecting congregants with
the history of the hymns.

Thematic Elements in Anglican Hymns

Anglican hymns encompass a wide range of themes that resonate with believers
throughout the ages. These themes provide a framework for understanding the
multifaceted nature of faith and worship.

Common Themes

1. Praise and Worship: Many hymns focus on adoration and reverence for God,
often drawing from scripture to express the majesty and holiness of the
Creator.

- Example Hymns: "0 Worship the King," "How Great Thou Art."

2. Faith and Trust: These hymns encourage believers to place their trust in



God, often in times of trouble or uncertainty.
- Example Hymns: "Blessed Assurance," "What a Friend We Have in Jesus."

3. Redemption and Salvation: A significant number of hymns reflect on the
themes of grace, redemption, and the sacrifice of Christ.
- Example Hymns: "Amazing Grace," "There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood."

4. Community and Fellowship: Hymns of unity and love among believers
emphasize the importance of the church as the body of Christ.

- Example Hymns: "Blest Be the Tie That Binds," "The Church's One
Foundation."

5. Creation and Nature: Many hymns celebrate the beauty of the world and
God’s creation, encouraging stewardship and appreciation of the environment.
- Example Hymns: "All Things Bright and Beautiful," "For the Beauty of the
Earth."

Modern Developments in Anglican Hymnody

As the Church continues to evolve, so does the landscape of Anglican hymnody.
Modern hymn writers are increasingly experimenting with new styles,
incorporating contemporary music and diverse cultural influences into their
works.

Contemporary Hymn Writers

- Graham Kendrick: Known for his thought-provoking lyrics and engaging
melodies, Kendrick's hymns like "Shine, Jesus, Shine" have gained widespread
popularity.

- Stuart Townend: His hymns often combine traditional themes with
contemporary language, as seen in "In Christ Alone," which has become a
modern classic.

Global Influences

The Anglican communion spans numerous countries, and this diversity is
reflected in hymnody. Global hymn writers are contributing to the richness of
the tradition, bringing unique cultural expressions into the liturgical
setting. This has led to a more inclusive hymnal that resonates with
congregations worldwide.



Conclusion

Complete Anglican Hymns Old and New serves as more than just a collection of
songs; it is a testament to the faith, creativity, and communal worship of
the Anglican tradition. With its historical roots, structured organization,
rich thematic elements, and modern adaptations, this hymnal encapsulates the
journey of faith that Anglicans have embarked upon for centuries. As
congregations continue to sing these hymns, they not only honor the past but
also contribute to the ongoing story of worship and devotion within the
Anglican Church. Whether you are a long-time member of the Anglican community
or new to its practices, these hymns provide a timeless means of connecting
with God and with one another in faith.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the 'Complete Anglican
Hymns 0ld and New' in contemporary worship?

The 'Complete Anglican Hymns Old and New' serves as a vital resource for
Anglican congregations, offering a rich collection of hymns that enhance
worship experience, promote community singing, and reflect theological
diversity within the Anglican tradition.

How does 'Complete Anglican Hymns 0ld and New'
incorporate traditional and modern hymns?

The collection blends traditional hymns with contemporary compositions,
ensuring that worshippers have access to a wide range of musical styles and
theological themes that resonate with both historical and modern
congregations.

Are there any notable hymns included in the
'Complete Anglican Hymns Old and New' that have
gained popularity?

Yes, hymns such as 'Amazing Grace' and 'Be Thou My Vision' are included,
alongside newer favorites like 'In Christ Alone', making the collection both
timeless and relevant for today's worshippers.

How can church leaders effectively use the 'Complete
Anglican Hymns Old and New' in their services?

Church leaders can use the hymnal to curate worship services that incorporate
a balance of classic and contemporary hymns, fostering engagement among
diverse congregational members and enriching the overall worship experience.



Is 'Complete Anglican Hymns O0ld and New' available
in digital format for online worship?

Yes, many editions of 'Complete Anglican Hymns Old and New' are available in
digital format, allowing for easy access during online worship services and
facilitating the use of hymns in a virtual setting.
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