
complete the square practice
Complete the square practice is an essential mathematical technique used primarily for
solving quadratic equations, analyzing quadratic functions, and preparing for calculus
concepts. It involves transforming a quadratic expression into a perfect square trinomial,
making it easier to solve for variables or graph the function. This comprehensive article will
explore the method of completing the square, provide practice problems, and offer step-by-
step solutions to help solidify your understanding.

Understanding Quadratic Equations

Quadratic equations are polynomial equations of degree two, typically expressed in the
standard form:

\[ ax^2 + bx + c = 0 \]

Where:
- \( a \), \( b \), and \( c \) are constants.
- \( a \neq 0 \) (if \( a = 0 \), the equation is linear, not quadratic).

The solutions to quadratic equations can be found using several methods, including
factoring, using the quadratic formula, and completing the square. Each method has its
advantages, and completing the square is particularly useful for deriving the vertex form of
a quadratic function.

The Process of Completing the Square

To complete the square, follow these general steps for a quadratic expression in the form \(
ax^2 + bx + c \):

Step 1: Ensure the Leading Coefficient is 1

If \( a \) is not equal to 1, divide the entire equation by \( a \) to make it easier to complete
the square.

Example: For \( 2x^2 + 8x + 6 = 0 \), divide through by 2:

\[ x^2 + 4x + 3 = 0 \]

Step 2: Move the Constant to the Other Side



Rearranging the equation helps isolate the variable terms.

For example, from \( x^2 + 4x + 3 = 0 \), move the constant:

\[ x^2 + 4x = -3 \]

Step 3: Find the Value to Complete the Square

Take half of the coefficient of \( x \) (which is \( 4 \)), square it, and add it to both sides of
the equation.

Half of \( 4 \) is \( 2 \), and squaring it gives \( 4 \).

So, add \( 4 \) to both sides:

\[ x^2 + 4x + 4 = -3 + 4 \]

This simplifies to:

\[ (x + 2)^2 = 1 \]

Step 4: Solve for \( x \)

Now, take the square root of both sides and solve for \( x \):

\[ x + 2 = \pm 1 \]

Thus, we have two solutions:

1. \( x + 2 = 1 \) → \( x = -1 \)
2. \( x + 2 = -1 \) → \( x = -3 \)

The solutions of the original equation \( 2x^2 + 8x + 6 = 0 \) are \( x = -1 \) and \( x = -3 \).

Applications of Completing the Square

Completing the square is not only useful for solving equations but also has several
applications in mathematics, including:

- Finding the Vertex of a Parabola: The vertex form of a quadratic function is \( y = a(x -
h)^2 + k \), where \( (h, k) \) is the vertex. Completing the square helps convert standard
form \( ax^2 + bx + c \) into vertex form.

- Analyzing Quadratic Functions: Completing the square can help identify the maximum or
minimum values of quadratic functions, which is essential in optimization problems.



- Integrating Quadratic Functions: Completing the square simplifies the integration of
functions involving quadratics, particularly in calculus.

Practice Problems

To help you master the technique of completing the square, here are some practice
problems. Try to complete the square for each quadratic equation and solve for \( x \).

1. \( x^2 + 6x + 5 = 0 \)
2. \( 3x^2 + 12x - 15 = 0 \)
3. \( x^2 - 8x + 16 = 0 \)
4. \( 2x^2 - 4x + 1 = 0 \)
5. \( x^2 + 4x + 4 = 5 \)

Step-by-Step Solutions to Practice Problems

Now, let’s go through the solutions for the practice problems provided.

Problem 1: \( x^2 + 6x + 5 = 0 \)

1. Move the constant:
\( x^2 + 6x = -5 \)

2. Complete the square:
Half of \( 6 \) is \( 3 \), and \( 3^2 = 9 \).
\( x^2 + 6x + 9 = -5 + 9 \)
\( (x + 3)^2 = 4 \)

3. Solve for \( x \):
\( x + 3 = \pm 2 \)
Thus, \( x = -1 \) or \( x = -5 \).

Problem 2: \( 3x^2 + 12x - 15 = 0 \)

1. Divide by \( 3 \):
\( x^2 + 4x - 5 = 0 \)

2. Move the constant:
\( x^2 + 4x = 5 \)

3. Complete the square:
Half of \( 4 \) is \( 2 \), and \( 2^2 = 4 \).
\( x^2 + 4x + 4 = 5 + 4 \)



\( (x + 2)^2 = 9 \)

4. Solve for \( x \):
\( x + 2 = \pm 3 \)
Thus, \( x = 1 \) or \( x = -5 \).

Problem 3: \( x^2 - 8x + 16 = 0 \)

1. Recognize that it can be factored directly:
This is already a perfect square.
\( (x - 4)^2 = 0 \)

2. Solve for \( x \):
\( x - 4 = 0 \)
Thus, \( x = 4 \).

Problem 4: \( 2x^2 - 4x + 1 = 0 \)

1. Divide by \( 2 \):
\( x^2 - 2x + \frac{1}{2} = 0 \)

2. Move the constant:
\( x^2 - 2x = -\frac{1}{2} \)

3. Complete the square:
Half of \( -2 \) is \( -1 \), and \( (-1)^2 = 1 \).
\( x^2 - 2x + 1 = -\frac{1}{2} + 1 \)
\( (x - 1)^2 = \frac{1}{2} \)

4. Solve for \( x \):
\( x - 1 = \pm \frac{\sqrt{2}}{2} \)
Thus, \( x = 1 \pm \frac{\sqrt{2}}{2} \).

Problem 5: \( x^2 + 4x + 4 = 5 \)

1. Move the constant to get zero:
\( x^2 + 4x + 4 - 5 = 0 \)
\( x^2 + 4x - 1 = 0 \)

2. Complete the square:
Half of \( 4 \) is \( 2 \), and \( 2^2 = 4 \).
\( x^2 + 4x + 4 = 1 \)
\( (x + 2)^2 = 1 \)

3. Solve for \( x \):



\( x + 2 = \pm 1 \)
Thus, \( x = -1 \) or \( x = -3 \).

Conclusion

Completing the square is a powerful and versatile method for handling quadratic equations
and functions. Mastering this technique not only aids in solving equations but also
enhances your ability to analyze quadratic relationships and prepare for more advanced
mathematical concepts. With practice, you will find that completing the square becomes an
intuitive tool in your mathematical toolbox. Continue practicing with various quadratic
equations, and soon, you'll be completing the square with confidence and ease.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of completing the square in
algebra?
Completing the square is used to convert a quadratic equation into a perfect square
trinomial, which makes it easier to solve or analyze the equation.

How do you complete the square for the quadratic
expression x^2 + 6x?
To complete the square, take half of the coefficient of x (which is 6), square it (3^2 = 9),
and then rewrite the expression as (x + 3)^2 - 9.

Can you provide an example of completing the square
for x^2 - 4x + 5?
First, take half of -4 (which is -2), square it (4), and then rewrite the expression as (x - 2)^2
+ 1.

What are the steps to complete the square for a
quadratic equation in the form ax^2 + bx + c?
1. Divide all terms by 'a' if 'a' is not equal to 1. 2. Move 'c' to the other side. 3. Take half of
'b', square it, and add to both sides. 4. Factor the perfect square trinomial.

Is completing the square only applicable to quadratic
equations?
Yes, completing the square is specifically a method for solving or simplifying quadratic
equations.



What is the vertex form of a quadratic equation
obtained by completing the square?
The vertex form of a quadratic equation is expressed as y = a(x - h)^2 + k, where (h, k) is
the vertex of the parabola.

How can completing the square help in graphing a
quadratic function?
Completing the square allows you to easily find the vertex of the parabola, which is crucial
for sketching its graph accurately.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when
completing the square?
Common mistakes include forgetting to add the squared term to both sides, miscalculating
half of the 'b' coefficient, and not factoring correctly afterward.
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