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Contemporary society: An Introduction to Social Science 11th Edition by Perry
John Perry Erna 2005 06 03 Paperback is a comprehensive resource that dives
deep into the complexities of modern societal structures and interactions.
This textbook serves as an essential guide for students and enthusiasts of
social science, providing a detailed exploration of various disciplines,
including sociology, anthropology, psychology, and political science. In this
article, we will explore the key themes, structure, and significance of this
edition, and how it can benefit learners and professionals alike.

Overview of the Book

Contemporary Society is designed to introduce readers to the foundational
concepts of social science. The 11th edition, published in 2005, has been
updated to reflect the changing dynamics of society at the time.

Authors and Their Contributions

Perry John and Perry Erna are renowned authors in the field of social
science. Their collaborative efforts have resulted in a text that not only
educates but also provokes critical thinking. They draw upon a wide range of
case studies, real-world examples, and theoretical concepts to enhance the
reader's understanding of contemporary issues.

Key Themes Explored in the Text

The book delves into various key themes that are pivotal in understanding
contemporary society. Here are some of the major topics covered:

The Role of Institutions: The text examines how institutions such as
family, education, government, and religion shape societal norms and
values.

Social Inequality: A significant focus is placed on the causes and
consequences of social inequality, exploring issues related to class,



race, and gender.

Cultural Diversity: The authors emphasize the importance of cultural
diversity in contemporary society and how multiculturalism influences
social interactions.

Globalization: The impact of globalization on local societies is
discussed, highlighting both the benefits and challenges that arise from
increased interconnectedness.

Technology and Society: The book explores the relationship between
technology and social change, addressing how advancements affect
communication, work, and interpersonal relationships.

Structure of the Book

Contemporary Society is structured to facilitate learning through a logical
progression of topics. Each chapter builds upon the previous one, allowing
readers to develop a comprehensive understanding of social science concepts.

Chapters and Content Breakdown

The book is divided into several chapters, each focusing on a specific aspect
of social science. While the exact chapter titles may vary, the following is
a general breakdown of the content:

1. Introduction to Social Science
- Definition and importance of social science
- Overview of different disciplines within the field

2. Understanding Society and Culture
- The concept of culture and its components
- The relationship between culture and social behavior

3. Socialization and Human Development
- The process of socialization
- The role of family, peers, and media in shaping identity

4. Social Groups and Organizations
- Types of social groups
- The significance of organizations in society

5. Social Stratification and Inequality
- Class systems and social mobility
- The impact of race, ethnicity, and gender on inequality



6. Deviance and Social Control
- Theories of deviance
- Mechanisms of social control

7. Social Change and Globalization
- Factors driving social change
- The effects of globalization on local cultures

8. Conclusion: The Future of Society
- Emerging trends in social science
- Predictions for future societal developments

Importance of Contemporary Society for Students

For students, Contemporary Society serves as an invaluable resource. Its
practical approach to complex social issues enhances critical thinking and
analytical skills. Here are some key benefits:

Comprehensive Learning: The book covers a wide range of topics, ensuring
that students gain a holistic understanding of social dynamics.

Real-World Applications: By incorporating case studies and examples, the
text allows students to connect theoretical concepts with real-world
scenarios.

Engaging Writing Style: The authors present information in an accessible
manner, making it easier for students to grasp complex ideas.

Critical Perspectives: The book encourages readers to think critically
about societal issues, fostering a sense of inquiry and debate.

Relevance in Today’s Context

While the 11th edition of Contemporary Society was published in 2005, its
themes remain highly relevant today. Social scientists and educators continue
to refer to this text for its insights into the ongoing changes in society.

Continuing Issues Addressed

Several contemporary issues that are still pertinent include:

1. Racial and Ethnic Inequality: Discussions surrounding race relations and



ethnic disparities are ongoing and have gained renewed attention in recent
years.
2. Technological Advancements: The rapid evolution of technology continues to
reshape social interactions and societal norms.
3. Globalization: As the world becomes increasingly interconnected,
understanding the implications of globalization on local cultures remains
essential.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Contemporary Society: An Introduction to Social Science 11th
Edition by Perry John Perry Erna 2005 06 03 Paperback is a foundational text
that provides students and readers with a deep understanding of modern
societal dynamics. By covering essential themes and offering real-world
applications, this book remains a crucial resource for anyone interested in
the field of social science. As the world continues to evolve, the insights
provided in this edition will undoubtedly stay relevant, encouraging ongoing
learning and exploration in the social sciences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes covered in 'Contemporary
Society: An Introduction to Social Science'?
The book covers themes such as social structures, social change, cultural
diversity, and the impact of technology on society.

Who are the authors of 'Contemporary Society: An
Introduction to Social Science'?
The authors are John Perry and Erna Perry.

What is the significance of the 11th edition of this
textbook?
The 11th edition includes updated research, contemporary examples, and
discussions on current social issues, reflecting changes in society since
previous editions.

How does the book address the concept of
globalization?
It examines globalization's effects on culture, economy, and social
structures, highlighting both opportunities and challenges for contemporary



society.

What role does technology play in 'Contemporary
Society'?
The book discusses technology as a driving force in social change,
influencing communication, work, and everyday life.

Are there any case studies included in the book?
Yes, the book includes various case studies that illustrate key concepts and
real-world applications of social science theories.

What academic level is 'Contemporary Society: An
Introduction to Social Science' intended for?
It is primarily aimed at undergraduate students studying sociology, social
science, and related fields.

Does the book include discussions on social issues
such as inequality and race?
Yes, it addresses critical social issues such as inequality, race, gender,
and class, providing insights into their impact on society.

What pedagogical features does the book offer to
facilitate learning?
The book includes summaries, discussion questions, and further reading
suggestions to enhance understanding and encourage critical thinking.
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