conversate 1s not a word

Conversate is not a word is a statement that has sparked considerable debate
among linguists, grammarians, and the general public. The term "conversate"
has gained traction in some circles, often used to imply an act of engaging
in conversation. However, its legitimacy as a word has been questioned. This
article delves into the origins of the term, its usage, the arguments for and
against its acceptance, and the implications of language evolution.

Understanding the Term "Conversate"

The term "conversate" is often mistakenly used in place of the more widely
accepted word "converse." While "converse" is a recognized verb meaning to
engage in conversation, "conversate" lacks this acknowledgment in formal
dictionaries and grammatical references.

The Etymology of "Converse"

To understand why "conversate" is not a word, it is helpful to look at the
roots of "converse." The word derives from the Latin "conversari," meaning
"to turn with" or "to associate with." Over time, it evolved into Middle
English as "conversen," eventually leading to the modern-day "converse,"
which is defined as:

- To talk informally with someone.
- To engage in spoken exchange of thoughts, ideas, or feelings.

The absence of "conversate" in etymological records indicates that it is not
linguistically derived from any recognized source.

Why "Conversate" Is Used

Despite its lack of formal recognition, "conversate" has found its way into
everyday speech for several reasons:

1. Influence of Colloquial Language: In informal settings, people often
create words to better express their thoughts. This adaptive nature of
language allows for the emergence of terms like "conversate" among certain
groups.

2. Cultural Trends: With the rise of social media and the blending of
different linguistic backgrounds, new words are often adopted from popular
culture. "Conversate" may have been popularized through television, music,
and online platforms.



3. Misunderstanding of Word Formation: Some individuals may erroneously
believe that adding the suffix "-ate" to nouns can create corresponding
verbs. For example, "educate" comes from "education," leading some to assume
"conversation" should similarly yield "conversate."

The Arguments Against "Conversate"

The primary argument against the use of "conversate" is based on the
principles of language and grammar.

1. Lack of Formal Recognition

The most compelling argument is the absence of "conversate" in standard
dictionaries. Major linguistic authorities, including the Oxford English
Dictionary and Merriam-Webster, do not include "conversate," reinforcing the
notion that it is not a legitimate word.

2. Linguistic Purity and Clarity

Language purists argue that using "conversate" detracts from the clarity and
precision that established language provides. The use of incorrect or non-
standard vocabulary can lead to confusion and misunderstandings in
communication.

3. The Evolution of Language

While language does evolve and adapt, this evolution typically favors the
simplification and streamlining of communication rather than introducing
unnecessary complexity. Critics argue that "conversate" complicates the
linguistic landscape without adding value.

The Case for Accepting "Conversate"

Despite the arguments against it, some advocate for the acceptance of
"conversate" as a legitimate term.

1. Language Evolution

Supporters of "conversate" argue that language is fluid and constantly



evolving. They point to numerous examples where words that were once
considered incorrect have gained acceptance over time.

2. Informal Usage

In many informal contexts, language behaves differently. Colloquial
expressions often reflect the way people think and speak, allowing for
creativity and innovation. In this view, "conversate" captures a specific
nuance of conversation that "converse" might not fully convey.

3. Social Identity and Group Language

Language can serve as a marker of social identity. For certain groups, using
"conversate" might foster a sense of belonging and community. Embracing this
term may reflect the dynamics of contemporary speech, particularly among
younger generations.

The Role of Dictionaries and Linguistic
Authorities

Dictionaries play a critical role in shaping language. They serve as the
authoritative reference for what constitutes "correct" language usage. The
inclusion or exclusion of a term can significantly influence public
perception and acceptance.

How Words Enter Dictionaries

The process of a word gaining acceptance typically involves several stages:

1. Widespread Usage: The term must be used by a significant number of people
across various contexts.

2. Media Presence: The word appears in newspapers, books, and online
platforms, further establishing its presence in the language.

3. Documentation: Linguistic authorities track the usage patterns and
contexts in which the term appears.

4. Inclusion: If a word demonstrates longevity and a clear definition, it may
be added to dictionaries.

The Future of "Conversate"

The future of "conversate" remains uncertain. As language continues to



evolve, it is possible that "conversate" could find its way into formal
acceptance. However, this acceptance would require a significant shift in its
usage patterns and a broader recognition of its legitimacy.

Conclusion

In conclusion, while "conversate" is often used in casual conversation, it is
essential to recognize that it is not a formally accepted word in the English
language. The distinction between "converse" and "conversate" highlights the
dynamic nature of language and the ongoing debate surrounding word formation
and acceptance. As we navigate the complexities of communication,
understanding the nuances of language can enhance our interactions and
promote clarity. Whether or not "conversate" becomes an accepted term in the
future, it serves as a reminder of the ever-changing landscape of language.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why do some people say 'conversate' instead of
‘converse'?

Some people may use 'conversate' due to confusion with the structure of
similar verbs, or because it is a colloquial variation that has emerged in
certain dialects.

What is the correct term to use when referring to
engaging in conversation?

‘Converse' is the correct term to use when referring to the act of engaging
in conversation.

Is 'conversate' used in any English dialects?

While 'conversate' is not formally recognized in standard English, it may be
used informally in some regional dialects or among certain groups.

How can I explain to someone that 'conversate' is
not a word?

You can explain that 'conversate' is considered nonstandard English and that
‘converse' is the proper term for engaging in dialogue.

What are the implications of using nonstandard words



like 'conversate'?

Using nonstandard words can lead to misunderstandings and may affect how
others perceive your language skills or education.

Are there any similar cases of nonstandard words
that are commonly used?

Yes, other examples include 'irregardless' instead of 'regardless' and
'supposably' instead of 'supposedly', which also arise from confusion with
similar-sounding words.

How can I improve my vocabulary to avoid using words
like 'conversate'?

Reading widely, studying grammar, and practicing speaking with others can
help improve your vocabulary and ensure you use standard English terms
correctly.
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