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The core study guide for Farewell to Manzanar serves as an essential resource
for students and educators looking to delve into the poignant themes,
characters, and historical context of this memoir by Jeanne Wakatsuki
Houston. Written in collaboration with her husband, James D. Houston, the
book recounts the experiences of Japanese Americans during World War II,
focusing on the author's childhood as she and her family were interned in the
Manzanar War Relocation Center in California. This guide aims to facilitate a
deeper understanding of the text, offering insights into its major themes,
character analysis, and historical backdrop.

Overview of Farewell to Manzanar

Farewell to Manzanar is a memoir that details the life of Jeanne Wakatsuki
and her family during one of the most challenging periods in American
history. Following the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the U.S. government
forcibly relocated Japanese Americans to internment camps, citing national
security concerns. This memoir captures the impact of these events on the
Wakatsuki family and the Japanese American community at large.

Historical Context

Understanding the historical context of Farewell to Manzanar is crucial for
comprehending the memoir's themes and character motivations.

1. Japanese American Internment:
- In response to the bombing of Pearl Harbor, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
signed Executive Order 9066, leading to the internment of over 120,000
Japanese Americans.
- Families were uprooted from their homes and businesses, often losing
everything.

2. Manzanar Relocation Center:
- One of ten internment camps, Manzanar was located in the Owens Valley of
California.
- Life in the camps was marked by inadequate living conditions,
discrimination, and loss of personal freedom.



Main Themes

The memoir explores several key themes that resonate throughout the
narrative.

Identity and Cultural Heritage

- Struggle with Identity: Jeanne grapples with her Japanese heritage in a
predominantly white society. As she grows up in the camp, her sense of self
is tested by external prejudices and internal conflicts.
- Cultural Pride: Despite the hardships, Jeanne's family seeks to maintain
their cultural traditions, highlighting the importance of heritage in the
face of adversity.

Family and Community

- Family Dynamics: The internment experience strains family relationships, as
seen in the changing roles and responsibilities within the Wakatsuki
household.
- Community Resilience: The memoir emphasizes the strength of the Japanese
American community in the camps, showcasing their efforts to support one
another through shared experiences.

Loss and Resilience

- Experiencing Loss: The internment leads to profound losses, including the
dismantling of families, homes, and businesses.
- Resilience: The narrative ultimately celebrates the resilience of the human
spirit, as Jeanne and her family navigate the challenges of internment with
courage and hope.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in Farewell to Manzanar is essential for
grasping the emotional depth of the memoir.

Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston

- Narrator and Protagonist: Jeanne's perspective provides a personal lens
through which readers can understand the impact of internment.



- Growth and Transformation: Throughout the memoir, Jeanne evolves from a
naïve child to a more aware and resilient young woman, shaped by her
experiences.

Jeanne's Family Members

1. Papa (George Wakatsuki):
- A strong figure in Jeanne’s life, Papa struggles with the loss of his
status and identity after internment.
- His resilience serves as an example for Jeanne, but he also faces emotional
turmoil.

2. Mama (Kiyo Wakatsuki):
- Mama represents the nurturing aspect of the family, working hard to keep
the family together despite the challenges.
- Her strength and adaptability are pivotal in helping the family cope with
their circumstances.

3. Siblings:
- Jeanne's siblings play various roles in her life, with each facing the
internment experience differently, reflecting the diverse responses within
families to trauma.

Literary Devices

Jeanne uses several literary devices to enhance the depth and emotional
resonance of her memoir.

Imagery and Symbolism

- Imagery: Vivid descriptions of life in the camp allow readers to visualize
the harsh conditions and emotional landscapes of the internees.
- Symbolism: The barracks represent the loss of freedom and identity, while
the mountains surrounding Manzanar symbolize both confinement and beauty.

Foreshadowing and Flashbacks

- Foreshadowing: Early events hint at the struggles the family will face,
setting the stage for the emotional journey.
- Flashbacks: Jeanne often reflects on her life before internment,
contrasting her past with her present circumstances, which deepens the sense
of loss.



Discussion Questions

Engaging with the text through discussion questions can facilitate deeper
understanding and critical thinking.

1. What role does memory play in the memoir? How does Jeanne's recollection
of her past shape her identity?
2. In what ways do the characters exhibit resilience in the face of
adversity?
3. How does the author's use of imagery enhance the reader's understanding of
internment?
4. Discuss the impact of family dynamics on the characters' experiences
during internment.
5. What lessons can contemporary society learn from the experiences of
Japanese Americans during World War II?

Conclusion

The core study guide for Farewell to Manzanar provides an invaluable
framework for understanding the complexities of Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston's
memoir. By exploring the historical context, major themes, character
dynamics, and literary devices, readers can appreciate the profound
significance of this work. It serves not only as a personal narrative but
also as a powerful commentary on identity, loss, and resilience in the face
of injustice. Engaging with this text encourages critical reflection on the
past and its implications for the present and future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'Farewell to Manzanar'?
The primary theme of 'Farewell to Manzanar' is the struggle for identity and
the impact of internment on Japanese Americans during World War II.

Who is the author of 'Farewell to Manzanar' and what
is her significance?
The author is Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, who co-wrote the memoir with her
husband, and her experiences as a Japanese American interned during WWII
provide a personal perspective on this dark chapter in American history.

What are the key events that lead to the internment



of Japanese Americans?
Key events include the Pearl Harbor attack in 1941, the subsequent fear and
suspicion towards Japanese Americans, and the implementation of Executive
Order 9066, which authorized their internment.

How does the setting of Manzanar reflect the themes
of the book?
The setting of Manzanar, an internment camp in California, reflects themes of
loss, resilience, and the struggle for dignity amidst dehumanizing
conditions.

What role does family play in 'Farewell to
Manzanar'?
Family plays a crucial role as Jeanne's narrative highlights the bonds,
conflicts, and support systems that help her and her family navigate the
challenges of internment.

How does Jeanne's perception of her Japanese
heritage change throughout the story?
Jeanne's perception evolves from shame and confusion about her Japanese
heritage due to societal prejudice to a deeper appreciation and acceptance of
her identity as she matures.

What is the significance of the title 'Farewell to
Manzanar'?
The title signifies the end of Jeanne's time in the internment camp and
symbolizes a broader farewell to innocence, security, and the Japanese
American community's displacement.

What impact did 'Farewell to Manzanar' have on
public awareness about internment camps?
The memoir raised awareness about the injustices faced by Japanese Americans
during WWII, contributing to historical discussions and reparations efforts
in later years.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Farewell to
Manzanar'?
Prominent literary devices include imagery, symbolism, and first-person
narrative that convey the emotional depth of Jeanne's experiences and the
harsh realities of internment.



How does the book address the concept of American
identity?
The book critically examines American identity by juxtaposing the ideals of
freedom and democracy with the reality of racial prejudice and exclusion
faced by Japanese Americans during wartime.
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