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Cornell Notes Animal Farm by George Orwell is a method of note-taking that efficiently
organizes information, particularly useful for understanding complex texts like Orwell's
allegorical novella, "Animal Farm." This powerful narrative encapsulates themes of power,
corruption, and the cyclical nature of history through the lens of a farm overtaken by its
animal inhabitants. By utilizing the Cornell Notes system, readers can better dissect the
intricacies of Orwell's work, focusing on key ideas, themes, characters, and symbols.

Overview of "Animal Farm"

"Animal Farm," published in 1945, is a satirical allegory that critiques totalitarian regimes,
particularly Stalinist Russia. The story revolves around a group of farm animals who revolt
against their human owner, Mr. Jones, in a quest for equality and self-governance. However,
as the narrative unfolds, the animals find themselves under the oppressive rule of their
fellow animals, demonstrating the corrupting influence of power.

Key Themes

1. Power and Corruption
- Orwell illustrates how power can corrupt even the noblest of intentions. The pigs, who lead
the rebellion, gradually adopt the oppressive tactics of the humans they replaced.

2. Class Struggle
- The novella portrays the conflict between the ruling class (the pigs) and the working class
(the other animals), highlighting how the elite can manipulate ideology to control the
masses.

3. Manipulation of Language
- The pigs, especially Squealer, use language as a tool for manipulation, altering
commandments and spreading propaganda to maintain their power.

4. The Cycle of History
- Orwell suggests that history is cyclical, with revolutions often leading to new forms of
oppression rather than true liberation.

Cornell Notes Structure

The Cornell Note-taking system divides the note page into three sections: a narrow left
column for questions and keywords, a larger right column for detailed notes, and a
summary section at the bottom. This structure encourages active engagement with the



material and facilitates later review.

Creating Cornell Notes for "Animal Farm"

To effectively use Cornell Notes for "Animal Farm," follow these steps:

1. Preparation
- Divide your note paper into three sections: a left column for keywords and questions, a
right column for detailed notes, and a bottom section for summarizing.

2. Reading and Notetaking
- As you read "Animal Farm," identify key concepts, characters, and themes, and jot them
down in the right column.
- In the left column, write questions or keywords that encapsulate the main ideas.

3. Summarization
- After finishing a chapter or section, summarize the key points in the bottom section,
providing a concise overview of the material covered.

Key Characters in "Animal Farm"

Understanding the characters in "Animal Farm" is crucial for interpreting the novella's
underlying messages. Below is a list of the primary characters and their symbolic
significance:

1. Napoleon
- Represents Joseph Stalin and embodies the dangers of a tyrannical leader who prioritizes
power over the well-being of the populace.

2. Snowball
- Symbolizes Leon Trotsky, a rival to Napoleon who is exiled and vilified for his progressive
ideas and leadership.

3. Boxer
- A hardworking horse who represents the working class. His unwavering loyalty and
eventual betrayal illustrate the exploitation of the proletariat.

4. Squealer
- The propaganda-spouting pig who manipulates language to control the other animals,
highlighting the role of media in shaping public perception.

5. Old Major
- The wise boar whose vision of rebellion inspires the revolution. He symbolizes
revolutionary ideals that are corrupted over time.



Important Symbols in "Animal Farm"

Orwell employs various symbols throughout "Animal Farm" to enhance the story's
allegorical nature. Here are some significant symbols:

1. The Farm Itself
- Represents a society or state, with its dynamics reflecting the political landscape of Russia
during the early 20th century.

2. The Seven Commandments
- The original principles of Animalism, which are gradually altered to suit the pigs' needs,
symbolize the malleability of laws and ideologies.

3. The Windmill
- Represents the animals' collective effort to achieve progress. Its construction and
eventual destruction signify the futility of their hard work under oppressive leadership.

4. Animalism
- The ideology that initially unites the animals represents communism, showcasing both its
potential for equality and its inherent flaws.

Analyzing the Language and Style

Orwell's use of language in "Animal Farm" is deliberate and impactful. He employs simple
diction and a straightforward narrative style, making complex ideas accessible. The use of
satire allows for a critique of both the political systems he is addressing and human nature
itself.

Literary Devices

1. Allegory
- The entire story functions as an allegory for the Russian Revolution and the subsequent
rise of the Soviet Union.

2. Irony
- The ultimate irony lies in the animals' initial quest for equality, which leads to a regime
that is just as oppressive as the one they overthrew.

3. Foreshadowing
- Early events hint at the eventual corruption of the revolution, such as the pigs' gradual
accumulation of privileges.



Conclusion

Using the Cornell Notes method to study "Animal Farm" by George Orwell allows readers to
engage deeply with the text. By breaking down the narrative into manageable sections,
focusing on key themes, characters, and symbols, students can enhance their
comprehension and retention of the material. Ultimately, "Animal Farm" serves as a
timeless warning about the nature of power and the ease with which noble ideals can be
corrupted, making it a crucial text for understanding the mechanics of political systems and
human behavior. The lessons drawn from this work continue to resonate today, reminding
us to remain vigilant against the forces of tyranny and the manipulation of truth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Cornell Notes and how can they be applied to
'Animal Farm'?
Cornell Notes are a note-taking system that involves dividing a page into three sections:
cues, notes, and summary. When applied to 'Animal Farm', students can jot down key
themes, character analyses, and plot details in the notes section, use the cues for
important quotes or questions, and summarize the main ideas at the bottom.

What is the significance of the character Napoleon in
'Animal Farm'?
Napoleon represents the rise of totalitarianism and the corruption of socialist ideals. He
uses propaganda, manipulation, and fear to control the other animals, reflecting how power
can corrupt and lead to tyranny.

How does 'Animal Farm' illustrate the theme of power
and corruption?
The novel shows how those in power can manipulate language and ideology to justify their
actions. The pigs, especially Napoleon, start with the goal of equality but ultimately become
indistinguishable from the oppressive humans they replaced.

What role does Squealer play in 'Animal Farm'?
Squealer serves as the mouthpiece for Napoleon, using persuasive language and
propaganda to twist the truth and control the other animals' perception of reality. His role
highlights the power of rhetoric in politics.

How can Cornell Notes help in analyzing the allegorical
elements of 'Animal Farm'?
By organizing notes into cues and summaries, students can better identify and analyze the



allegorical references to the Russian Revolution, such as the representation of different
animals as historical figures and the overall message about political power.

What lessons about leadership can be learned from
'Animal Farm'?
The novel teaches that ethical leadership requires accountability and the willingness to
prioritize the common good over personal gain. It warns against the dangers of blindly
following leaders without questioning their motives.

What is the role of education in 'Animal Farm' and how
can it be noted in Cornell format?
Education plays a crucial role, as the pigs manipulate the other animals' lack of knowledge
to maintain control. In Cornell Notes, this can be noted under cues with examples of how
the pigs restrict education and under notes with the impact of ignorance on the farm.

How does the ending of 'Animal Farm' reflect the
cyclical nature of oppression?
The ending, where the pigs become indistinguishable from humans, illustrates that without
vigilance, revolutions can lead to new forms of oppression. This can be summarized in
Cornell Notes as a warning about the fragility of freedom.

What is the importance of the Seven Commandments in
'Animal Farm'?
The Seven Commandments serve as the foundational principles of Animalism. Their gradual
alteration by the pigs symbolizes the manipulation of laws and ideals to serve those in
power. This can be documented in Cornell Notes to track changes and their implications.

How can themes of class struggle be noted when using
Cornell Notes for 'Animal Farm'?
Class struggle is a central theme in the book, represented by the conflict between the pigs
and the other animals. In Cornell Notes, students can list examples of class disparities and
analyze how they contribute to the overall message about equality and power dynamics.
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