cpa exam structure 2023

CPA Exam Structure 2023 is critical for accounting professionals pursuing
certification in the United States. The CPA (Certified Public Accountant)
designation is a key credential that enhances career opportunities and
professional credibility in the field of accounting. Understanding the
structure of the CPA exam is essential for candidates to effectively prepare
and succeed. This article provides a detailed overview of the CPA exam
structure for 2023, including its components, scoring, and preparation
strategies.

Overview of the CPA Exam

The CPA exam is a four-part examination administered by the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA). Each part evaluates a
candidate's knowledge and skills in different areas of accounting and
finance. The four sections of the CPA exam are:

Auditing and Attestation (AUD)

Business Environment and Concepts (BEC)
Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR)
Regulation (REG)
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Candidates are required to pass all four sections within an 18-month period,
starting from the date of the first passed section. The CPA exam is computer-
based and is offered at Prometric testing centers across the United States.

Structure of Each Section

Each section of the CPA exam has a specific structure, which includes a
combination of multiple-choice questions, task-based simulations, and written
communication tasks.

1. Auditing and Attestation (AUD)

- Content Areas:

- Planning the Audit

- Performing Audit Procedures
- Evaluating Audit Evidence

- Preparing the Audit Report

- Format:
- 72 multiple-choice questions (MCQs)



8 task-based simulations (TBS)

Scoring:
The AUD section is scored on a scale from 0 to 99, with a passing score set

at 75.

2. Business Environment and Concepts (BEC)

Content Areas:

Corporate Governance

Economic Concepts and Analysis
Financial Management
Information Technology
Operations Management

Format:

62 multiple-choice questions (MCQs)
4 task-based simulations (TBS)

3 written communication tasks (WCT)

Scoring:
Like the AUD section, BEC is scored on a scale from 0 to 99, with a passing

score of 75.

3. Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR)

Content Areas:

Conceptual Framework, Standard-Setting, and Financial Reporting
Financial Statement Accounts

Transactions

State and Local Governments

Format:
66 multiple-choice questions (MCQs)
8 task-based simulations (TBS)

Scoring:
The FAR section is similarly scored on a scale from 0 to 99, with a passing

score of 75.

4. Regulation (REG)

Content Areas:
Ethics and Professional Responsibility
Business Law



- Federal Taxation of Individuals
- Federal Taxation of Entities

- Format:
- 76 multiple-choice questions (MCQs)
- 8 task-based simulations (TBS)

- Scoring:
- The REG section is scored on the same 0 to 99 scale, requiring a minimum
score of 75 for passing.

Exam Scheduling and Administration

The CPA exam is available year-round, allowing candidates flexibility in
scheduling their test dates. The exam is divided into testing windows:

- Testing Windows:

- January to March

- April to June

- July to September

- October to December

Candidates can take each section of the exam during these windows, but they
must adhere to the 18-month rule for passing all four sections.

Scoring and Results

The CPA exam employs a scaled scoring system, meaning that raw scores are
converted to a common scale to account for variations in difficulty across
different exam versions. The minimum passing score for each section is 75.
Results are typically released within a few days to a week after the exam is
taken, depending on the section.

Preparation Strategies

Successfully passing the CPA exam requires thorough preparation. Here are
some strategies to help candidates get ready:

1. Understand the Content Outline

Familiarize yourself with the AICPA’s Content Specification Outline (CSO) for
each section. This document outlines the knowledge and skills tested in each



part of the exam.

2. Create a Study Plan

Develop a structured study schedule that allocates time for each section
based on your strengths and weaknesses. A well-organized study plan can help
ensure comprehensive coverage of all topics.

3. Utilize Review Courses

Consider enrolling in CPA review courses that offer study materials, practice
exams, and personalized coaching. These resources can provide guidance and
structure to your preparation.

4. Take Practice Exams

Regular practice exams can help gauge your readiness. They also familiarize
you with the exam format and timing, reducing anxiety on test day.

5. Join Study Groups

Engaging with peers in study groups can enhance understanding and retention
of complex topics. Group discussions often lead to new insights and study
techniques.

Conclusion

The CPA Exam Structure 2023 is designed to rigorously assess the knowledge
and competencies required for a successful career in accounting.
Understanding the structure, content, and scoring of each section is vital
for candidates aiming to pass the exam. With careful planning and dedicated
preparation, aspiring CPAs can navigate this challenging process and achieve
their professional goals. Whether it’s through self-study, review courses, or
collaborative learning, a strategic approach will help ensure success on the
road to becoming a Certified Public Accountant.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the structure of the CPA exam in 20237

The CPA exam in 2023 consists of four sections: Auditing and Attestation
(AUD), Business Environment and Concepts (BEC), Financial Accounting and
Reporting (FAR), and Regulation (REG). Each section is independent and can be
taken in any order.

How long is each section of the CPA exam in 20237

Each section of the CPA exam is 4 hours long, giving candidates a total of 16
hours to complete all four sections.

Are there any changes to the CPA exam format in
20237

In 2023, the CPA exam maintains its computer-based format and continues to
feature multiple-choice questions, task-based simulations, and written
communication tasks, particularly in the BEC section.

What is the passing score for the CPA exam in 20237

The passing score for each section of the CPA exam remains at 75 on a scale
of 0 to 99.

Can candidates take the CPA exam sections in any
order in 20237

Yes, candidates can take the CPA exam sections in any order they choose,
allowing flexibility in scheduling their exams.

What is the time limit for completing all four
sections of the CPA exam in 20237

Candidates must complete all four sections of the CPA exam within an 18-month
rolling period from the date of their first passed section.

Are there new technologies or tools introduced in
the CPA exam in 20237

Yes, the CPA exam in 2023 continues to evolve with the integration of new
technologies, including enhanced simulation tasks that better reflect real-
world accounting scenarios and the use of updated software tools in the exam
environment.
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