
craap test worksheet
CRAAP test worksheet is a valuable tool designed to help individuals evaluate the
credibility and relevance of information sources. In an age where information is readily
accessible at our fingertips, distinguishing between reliable and unreliable sources is
crucial for both academic and everyday research. The CRAAP test, which stands for
Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy, and Purpose, provides a structured approach
for assessing the quality of information found online and in print.

Understanding the CRAAP Test

The CRAAP test was developed by the library staff at California State University, Chico, to
assist students in evaluating sources for research projects. Each criterion in the CRAAP
acronym serves a unique purpose in guiding users through the evaluation process:

Currency: Refers to the timeliness of the information. Is the information up-to-date?
Does it reflect the latest research or developments in the field?

Relevance: Assesses how closely the information relates to the topic or question at
hand. Who is the intended audience? Is the information suitable for your needs?

Authority: Evaluates the source’s credibility. Who is the author or publisher? What
are their qualifications? Are they an expert in the subject matter?

Accuracy: Concerns the reliability and correctness of the content. Is the information
supported by evidence? Are there references and citations?

Purpose: Investigates the reason behind the information’s creation. Is it to inform,
persuade, entertain, or sell? What biases might be present?

By applying these criteria systematically, users can make informed judgments about the
sources they encounter.

The CRAAP Test Worksheet

A CRAAP test worksheet is a practical tool that incorporates the five criteria into a user-
friendly format, allowing individuals to evaluate sources efficiently. Below, we outline how
to create and utilize a CRAAP test worksheet effectively.



Creating a CRAAP Test Worksheet

To develop a CRAAP test worksheet, you can either use a digital document or a physical
template. Here’s a simple outline of what your worksheet might include:

1. Source Information
- Title of the source
- Author(s)
- Publication date
- URL (if applicable)

2. Evaluation Criteria
- Currency:
- When was the information published or updated?
- Is the information current enough for your research?
- Relevance:
- Does the information address your research question or topic?
- Who is the intended audience, and is it suitable for your needs?
- Authority:
- Who is the author? What are their credentials?
- Is the publisher reputable?
- Accuracy:
- Is the information supported by evidence?
- Are there references or citations provided?
- Purpose:
- What is the purpose of the information? To inform, persuade, entertain, or sell?
- Are there any noticeable biases?

3. Overall Assessment
- Final thoughts on the source’s credibility and reliability.
- Would you use this source in your research? Why or why not?

Using the CRAAP Test Worksheet

When evaluating a source using the CRAAP test worksheet, follow these steps:

1. Gather Your Sources: Collect articles, books, websites, and other materials relevant to
your research topic.

2. Fill Out the Worksheet: For each source, fill in the source information at the top of the
worksheet. Then, answer each question under the evaluation criteria section. This will not
only help you assess the source but also clarify your thoughts.

3. Weigh the Criteria: After evaluating the source based on the five criteria, consider how
each criterion impacts your overall assessment. For example, if a source is highly relevant
but lacks authority, you may choose to look for additional sources to confirm the
information.



4. Make a Decision: Based on your overall assessment, decide whether the source is
credible enough to be included in your research. Document your reasoning to refer back
to later.

Benefits of the CRAAP Test Worksheet

Utilizing a CRAAP test worksheet has several advantages:

Structured Evaluation: The worksheet provides a clear framework for assessing
sources, reducing the ambiguity often associated with source evaluation.

Enhanced Critical Thinking: By analyzing each criterion, users develop critical
thinking skills that can be applied beyond academic research.

Time Efficiency: Having a worksheet allows for quicker evaluations, enabling users
to sift through sources more effectively.

Improved Research Quality: By ensuring that only credible sources are used, the
overall quality of research projects is enhanced.

Educational Tool: The CRAAP test worksheet can serve as an educational resource
for teaching students about information literacy.

Challenges in Applying the CRAAP Test

While the CRAAP test worksheet is highly beneficial, there are challenges that users might
face:

Subjectivity in Evaluation

The assessment of sources can be subjective. Different individuals may arrive at different
conclusions based on their interpretations of the criteria. To mitigate this, it can be helpful
to discuss evaluations with peers or instructors to gain diverse perspectives.

Complexity of Sources

Some sources may not fit neatly into the categories of the CRAAP test. For instance, a
popular blog may provide valuable insights but lack authoritative authorship. In such
cases, users should consider the context and weigh the importance of each criterion
accordingly.



Information Overload

With vast amounts of information available online, users can become overwhelmed. The
CRAAP test worksheet can help streamline the evaluation process, but it requires
discipline to stick to the criteria and avoid getting sidetracked by irrelevant information.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the CRAAP test worksheet is an indispensable tool for anyone engaged in
research, whether in an academic setting or for personal interest. By systematically
evaluating sources based on currency, relevance, authority, accuracy, and purpose,
individuals can enhance their information literacy and make informed decisions about the
credibility of the information they encounter. Despite some challenges associated with its
application, the benefits of using a CRAAP test worksheet far outweigh the drawbacks. As
we navigate an increasingly complex information landscape, adopting structured
evaluation techniques like the CRAAP test will empower us to become more discerning
consumers of information.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the CRAAP Test Worksheet?
The CRAAP Test Worksheet is a tool used to evaluate the credibility and reliability of
sources based on five criteria: Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy, and Purpose.

How can I assess the 'Currency' of a source using the
CRAAP Test?
To assess the 'Currency', check the publication date of the source and determine if the
information is up-to-date and relevant to your research topic.

What does 'Relevance' refer to in the CRAAP Test?
'Relevance' refers to how closely the information in the source aligns with your research
needs and whether it addresses your specific questions or topics.

Why is 'Authority' important in the CRAAP Test?
'Authority' evaluates the credentials and expertise of the author or organization behind the
source, ensuring they are qualified to provide the information.

How do I check the 'Accuracy' of a source?
To check 'Accuracy', verify the information against other reliable sources, look for



citations, and assess whether the claims are supported by evidence.

What does 'Purpose' mean in the context of the CRAAP
Test?
'Purpose' examines the intent behind the information, considering whether it is meant to
inform, persuade, entertain, or sell, which can affect its reliability.

Can the CRAAP Test be applied to digital sources?
Yes, the CRAAP Test can be applied to digital sources, including websites, online articles,
and social media, to assess their credibility and reliability.

Is the CRAAP Test suitable for all types of research?
The CRAAP Test is suitable for most types of research, particularly academic and scholarly
work, as it helps ensure the use of credible sources.

Where can I find a CRAAP Test Worksheet?
CRAAP Test Worksheets can often be found on educational websites, library resources, or
by searching for printable templates online.

How can using the CRAAP Test improve my research
skills?
Using the CRAAP Test improves research skills by teaching individuals to critically
evaluate sources, enhancing their ability to discern credible information from unreliable
content.
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