craftsman contractor series radial arm saw
manual

Craftsman contractor series radial arm saw manual is an essential resource for both novice and
experienced woodworkers who want to maximize the functionality and longevity of their radial arm
saw. This powerful tool is revered for its versatility, allowing users to perform a variety of cutting
tasks with precision. However, to get the most out of your Craftsman radial arm saw, it is crucial to
understand its components, functionalities, and proper maintenance as outlined in the manual. In
this article, we will explore the Craftsman contractor series radial arm saw manual, highlighting key
features, operational tips, and maintenance guidelines.

Understanding the Craftsman Contractor Series Radial
Arm Saw

The Craftsman contractor series radial arm saw is designed for both professional contractors and
DIY enthusiasts. Its robust construction and powerful motor make it suitable for a variety of cutting
applications, including crosscuts, rip cuts, and angled cuts.

Key Features of the Craftsman Contractor Series Radial Arm
Saw

1. Adjustable Arm: The radial arm is adjustable, allowing users to change the cutting angle and
depth easily.

2. Powerful Motor: Equipped with a high-torque motor, this saw can handle various materials,
including hardwoods and softwoods.

3. Precision Cutting: The saw features a laser guide that enhances accuracy, ensuring clean and
precise cuts.

4. Versatile Cutting Options: Users can perform crosscuts, miter cuts, and rip cuts, making it a
versatile addition to any workshop.

5. Safety Features: The saw is designed with multiple safety features, including a blade guard and an
emergency shut-off switch.

Getting Started with the Craftsman Radial Arm Saw

Before using your radial arm saw, it is important to familiarize yourself with the manual to
understand its components and features.

Unpacking and Assembly



When you first receive your Craftsman radial arm saw, follow these steps for proper setup:

1. Unpack Carefully: Remove all components from the box and check for any damage.

2. Read the Manual: Before assembly, take the time to read through the manual for safety
instructions and assembly guidance.

3. Assemble the Base: Start by assembling the base according to the instructions, ensuring it is
stable and secure.

4. Attach the Arm and Blade: Follow the manual to attach the radial arm and blade securely,
ensuring that all screws and bolts are tightened.

Safety Precautions

Safety is paramount when using a radial arm saw. Always adhere to the following precautions:

- Wear Safety Gear: Always wear safety goggles, hearing protection, and a dust mask.

- Check the Blade: Inspect the blade for any damage before use. A dull or damaged blade can lead to
accidents.

- Keep the Workspace Clear: Ensure that your workspace is free of clutter and distractions.

- Use the Blade Guard: Always keep the blade guard in place to protect yourself from accidental
contact.

Operating the Craftsman Radial Arm Saw

Once the saw is properly set up and safety precautions are in place, you can begin using the saw.

Basic Operating Procedures

1. Adjust the Arm: Set the radial arm to the desired angle and height for your cut.

2. Choose the Right Blade: Select the appropriate blade for the material you are cutting.

3. Position the Workpiece: Securely position the workpiece against the fence and ensure it is stable.
4. Start the Saw: Turn on the saw and allow the blade to reach full speed before making your cut.

5. Make the Cut: Slowly guide the saw through the material, maintaining a steady pressure. Avoid
forcing the saw through the material.

6. Turn Off and Inspect: Once the cut is complete, turn off the saw and inspect the cut for accuracy.

Types of Cuts

The Craftsman radial arm saw is capable of performing several types of cuts:

- Crosscuts: Ideal for cutting across the grain of the wood.

- Rip Cuts: Suitable for cutting along the grain to reduce board width.
- Miter Cuts: Used for angled cuts, perfect for frames and trim work.
- Bevel Cuts: Allows for angled cuts at a tilt, useful for creating joints.



Maintaining Your Craftsman Radial Arm Saw

Proper maintenance is essential for extending the life of your Craftsman radial arm saw and
ensuring optimal performance.

Regular Maintenance Tasks

1. Clean the Saw: Regularly clean the saw to remove sawdust and debris, paying special attention to
the blade and motor housing.

2. Inspect the Blade: Check the blade for wear and replace it as needed to ensure sharp, clean cuts.
3. Lubricate Moving Parts: Apply lubricant to the moving parts of the saw to ensure smooth
operation.

4. Check Alignment: Periodically check the alignment of the blade and arm to ensure accurate cuts.
5. Store Properly: When not in use, cover the saw to protect it from dust and moisture.

Common Issues and Troubleshooting

If you encounter issues with your radial arm saw, refer to the manual for troubleshooting tips.
Common problems include:

- Dull Blade: If the saw is not cutting cleanly, it may be time to sharpen or replace the blade.

- Misalignment: If cuts are not straight, check the alignment and make necessary adjustments.
- Motor Issues: If the saw does not start, check the power supply and ensure that the motor is
functioning properly.

Conclusion

The Craftsman contractor series radial arm saw manual serves as an invaluable resource for
maximizing the efficiency and safety of your woodworking projects. By understanding the saw's
features, following proper operating procedures, and adhering to maintenance guidelines, you can
ensure that your radial arm saw remains a reliable tool in your workshop for years to come. Whether
you are a seasoned contractor or a hobbyist, mastering the use of this tool will open up a world of
creative possibilities in your woodworking endeavors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Craftsman Contractor Series Radial
Arm Saw?

The Craftsman Contractor Series Radial Arm Saw is designed for making precise crosscuts, rip cuts,
and angled cuts in various materials, primarily wood.



Where can I find the manual for the Craftsman Contractor
Series Radial Arm Saw?

The manual can typically be found on the official Craftsman website, in the support section, or
through online retailers that sell the saw.

What safety precautions should I take when using a radial arm
saw?

Always wear safety goggles, ensure the work area is clear of clutter, keep hands away from the
blade, and follow the manufacturer's safety guidelines.

How do I adjust the blade height on the Craftsman Contractor
Series Radial Arm Saw?

Blade height can be adjusted using the height adjustment knob, which is typically located on the side
of the saw. Refer to the manual for specific instructions.

What type of blade is recommended for the Craftsman
Contractor Series Radial Arm Saw?

It is recommended to use a carbide-tipped blade that is suitable for the type of material you are
cutting, such as wood or composite materials.

How do I align the blade on the radial arm saw?

Blade alignment can be achieved by using an alignment tool or checking the blade's parallelism with
the miter slot. Refer to the manual for detailed alignment procedures.

What maintenance is required for the Craftsman Contractor
Series Radial Arm Saw?

Regular maintenance includes cleaning the saw, lubricating moving parts, checking for loose bolts,
and ensuring the blade is sharp and properly aligned.

Can I use the Craftsman radial arm saw for cutting metal?

It is not recommended to use the Craftsman radial arm saw for cutting metal unless specifically
designed or equipped with appropriate blades for metal cutting.

What are common problems with the Craftsman Contractor
Series Radial Arm Saw?

Common problems include misalignment, dull blades, motor issues, and electrical problems. Regular
maintenance can help prevent these issues.



Is there a warranty for the Craftsman Contractor Series Radial
Arm Saw?

Yes, Craftsman tools typically come with a warranty, but the terms may vary. Check the specific
warranty information in the manual or on the Craftsman website.
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