CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT TEXAS

CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT TEXAS IS AN ESSENTIAL DOCUMENT USED FOR VARIOUS LEGAL, EMPLOYMENT, AND PERSONAL
PURPOSES WITHIN THE STATE OF TEXAS. THIS REPORT PROVIDES DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT AN INDIVIDUAL'S PAST
CRIMINAL OFFENSES, INCLUDING ARRESTS, CONVICTIONS, AND OTHER RELEVANT RECORDS MAINTAINED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT
AGENCIES. UNDERSTANDING HOW TO OBTAIN, INTERPRET, AND UTILIZE A CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT IN TEXAS IS CRUCIAL FOR
EMPLOYERS, BACKGROUND SCREENING COMPANIES, LEGAL PROFESSIONALS, AND INDIVIDUALS SEEKING TO KNOW THEIR OWN
RECORD. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT TEXAS, THE PROCESS OF OBTAINING IT,
THE TYPES OF INFORMATION INCLUDED, AND LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS RELATED TO ITS USE. ADDITIONALLY, IT OUTLINES THE
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN STATE AND FEDERAL RECORDS AND EXPLAINS HOW TO ADDRESS INACCURACIES IN THE REPORT. THE
FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL OFFER A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO NAVIGATING TEXAS CRIMINAL RECORDS EFFECTIVELY.

WHAT Is A CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT IN TEXAS?

How To OsTAIN A CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT IN TEXAS

o CONTENTS OF A TEXAS CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT

LeGAL Use AND RESTRICTIONS OF CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORTS

STATE vs. FeperAL CRIMINAL RECORDS

o CORRECTING ERRORS IN CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORTS

WHAT Is A CRIMINAL HiSTORY REPORT IN TEXAS?

A CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT TEXAS IS A DETAILED RECORD COMPILED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES THAT DOCUMENTS AN
INDIVIDUAL'S CRIMINAL BACKGROUND. |T TYPICALLY INCLUDES A RANGE OF INFORMATION SUCH AS ARRESTS, CHARGES,
CONVICTIONS, AND DISPOSITIONS RELATED TO CRIMINAL CASES WITHIN THE STATE. THESE REPORTS ARE CRUCIAL FOR VERIFYING
AN INDIVIDUAL'S LEGAL HISTORY FOR PURPOSES LIKE EMPLOYMENT SCREENING, LICENSING, OR LEGAL PROCEEDINGS. THE TEXAS
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY <DPS) IS A PRIMARY SOURCE FOR CRIMINAL HISTORY INFORMATION IN TEXAS, MAINTAINING
STATEWIDE RECORDS ACCESSIBLE TO AUTHORIZED ENTITIES AND INDIVIDUALS.

PurPoste ofF A CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT IS TO PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE VIEW OF AN INDIVIDUAL'S
INTERACTIONS WITH THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. EMPLOYERS OFTEN USE THESE REPORTS TO ASSESS THE SUITABILITY OF
CANDIDATES FOR SENSITIVE POSITIONS. ADDITIONALLY, LANDLORDS, LICENSING AGENCIES, AND VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS MAY
REQUIRE ACCESS TO THESE REPORTS TO ENSURE SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATIONS. THE CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT
TEXAS ALSO AIDS LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES IN INVESTIGATIONS AND HELPS INDIVIDUALS VERIFY THEIR OWN RECORDS FOR
ACCURACY OR LEGAL REASONS.

WHo CAN REQUEST A CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT?

IN TEXAS, CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORTS CAN BE REQUESTED BY VARIOUS PARTIES INCLUDING THE INDIVIDUAL CONCERNED,
EMPLOYERS, LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, ATTORNEYS, AND CERTAIN GOVERNMENT AGENCIES. HO\X/EVER, ACCESS TO THESE
RECORDS IS REGULATED TO PROTECT PRIVACY AND PREVENT MISUSE. FOR EXAMPLE, EMPLOYERS MUST COMPLY WITH THE FAIR
CREDIT REPORTING ACT (FCRA) WHEN OBTAINING THESE REPORTS FOR EMPLOYMENT SCREENING PURPOSES, ENSURING PROPER
CONSENT AND DISCLOSURE.



How To OBTAIN A CRIMINAL HiSTORY REPORT IN TEXAS

OBTAINING A CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT IN TEXAS INVOLVES SEVERAL STEPS DEPENDING ON THE REQUESTER AND THE PURPOSE
OF THE REPORT. THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY OFFERS AN ONLINE SERVICE KNOWN AS THE CRIME RECORDS
SERVICE (CRS) THROUGH WHICH INDIVIDUALS AND AUTHORIZED ENTITIES CAN REQUEST CRIMINAL HISTORY INFORMATION.
ADDITIONALLY, FINGERPRINTING MAY BE REQUIRED FOR MORE DETAILED OR CERTIFIED REPORTS.

REQUESTING THROUGH TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

THE MOST COMMON METHOD TO OBTAIN A CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT TEXAS IS THROUGH THE TEXAS DPS CrIME RECORDS
SERVICE. APPLICANTS CAN SUBMIT A REQUEST ONLINE, BY MAIL, OR IN PERSON. THE PROCESS GENERALLY REQUIRES:

e COMPLETION OF AN APPLICATION FORM
® SUBMISSION OF A FINGERPRINT CARD (FOR DETAILED REPORTS)
e PAYMENT OF A PROCESSING FEE

® PROOF OF IDENTITY

ONCE SUBMITTED, THE DPS PROCESSES THE REQUEST AND PROVIDES THE REPORT, USUALLY WITHIN A FEW BUSINESS DAYS.

ALTERNATIVE MeTHODS TO OBTAIN REPORTS

Besipes THE DPS, SOME PRIVATE BACKGROUND CHECK COMPANIES OFFER CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT SERVICES FOR TEXAS
RESIDENTS. HOWEVER, THESE MAY NOT BE AS COMPREHENSIVE OR OFFICIAL AS THE REPORTS OBTAINED DIRECTLY FROM THE DPS.
CERTAIN COURTS OR LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES MAY ALSO PROVIDE ACCESS TO LOCAL OR COUNTY-LEVEL CRIMINAL
RECORDS.

CoNTENTS OF A TExAS CRIMINAL HiISTORY REPORT

A CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT TEXAS CONTAINS DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT AN INDIVIDUAL'S CRIMINAL RECORD MAINTAINED
BY THE STATE. THE SPECIFIC CONTENTS CAN VARY BUT GENERALLY INCLUDE SEVERAL KEY COMPONENTS THAT PROVIDE A FULL
OVERVIEW OF CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES AND LEGAL OUTCOMES.

Key INFORMATION INCLUDED

THE REPORT TYPICALLY CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING:

PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS: NAME, DATE OF BIRTH, GENDER, AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS TO ENSURE ACCURATE
IDENTIFICATION.

ARREST RECORDS: DATES AND DETAILS OF ARRESTS MADE BY TEXAS LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES.

CHARGES FILED: INFORMATION ABOUT CRIMINAL CHARGES BROUGHT AGAINST THE INDIVIDUAL.

ConvicTioN DeTAILS: CONVICTION STATUS, DATES, AND SENTENCING INFORMATION INCLUDING FINES, PROBATION, OR
INCARCERATION.

CAsE DisposiTIoNs: OUTCOMES OF CASES SUCH AS ACQUITTALS, DISMISSALS, OR DEFERRED ADJUDICATIONS.



® FINGERPRINT DATA: ASSOCIATED FINGERPRINT RECORDS USED FOR VERIFYING IDENTITY AND LINKING RECORDS.

LIMITATIONS AND EXCLUSIONS

[T IS IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THAT CERTAIN RECORDS MAY NOT APPEAR ON A CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT DUE TO
EXPUNGEMENTS, SEALING OF RECORDS, OR JURISDICTIONAL LIMITATIONS. FEDERAL OFFENSES AND OUT-OF-STATE CRIMES ARE
GENERALLY NOT INCLUDED UNLESS THEY HAVE BEEN PROCESSED THROUGH TEXAS COURTS OR LAW ENFORCEMENT.

LeGAL Use AND RESTRICTIONS OF CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORTS

THE USE OF CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORTS TEXAS IS GOVERNED BY STATE AND FEDERAL LAWS DESIGNED TO PROTECT
INDIVIDUALS' PRIVACY RIGHTS WHILE BALANCING PUBLIC SAFETY CONCERNS. THERE ARE SPECIFIC RESTRICTIONS ON WHO CAN
ACCESS THESE REPORTS AND FOR WHAT PURPOSES THEY CAN BE USED.

PermiTTED USES

COMMON LAWFUL USES OF CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORTS INCLUDE:

® EMPLOYMENT SCREENING, ESPECIALLY FOR POSITIONS INVOLVING VULNERABLE POPULATIONS OR SENSITIVE INFORMATION

® | ICENSING AND CERTIFICATION FOR PROFESSIONS REGULATED BY THE STATE

BACKGROUND CHECKS FOR ADOPTION, FOSTER CARE, OR VOLUNTEER W ORK

L AW ENFORCEMENT INVESTIGATIONS AND PROSECUTIONS

® PERSONAL REVIEW OF ONE’S OWN CRIMINAL RECORD

ResTRICTIONS AND COMPLIANCE

EMPLOYERS AND OTHER ENTITIES MUST COMPLY WITH THE FAIR CreDIT RePORTING AcT (FCRA) AND TEXAS STATE LAWS
WHEN USING CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORTS. THIS INCLUDES OBTAINING WRITTEN CONSENT BEFORE PERFORMING BACKGROUND
CHECKS, PROVIDING ADVERSE ACTION NOTICES IF EMPLOYMENT IS DENIED BASED ON THE REPORT, AND ENSURING ACCURACY AND
CONFIDENTIALITY OF THE INFORMATION. UNAUTHORIZED USE OR DISCLOSURE OF CRIMINAL HISTORY INFORMATION CAN RESULT IN
LEGAL PENALTIES.

STATE Vvs. FeDErAL CRIMINAL RECORDS

UNDERSTANDING THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN STATE AND FEDERAL CRIMINAL RECORDS IS ESSENTIAL WHEN OBTAINING A CRIMINAL
HISTORY REPORT TEXAS. EACH TYPE OF RECORD IS MAINTAINED BY DIFFERENT AGENCIES AND COVERS DIFFERENT TYPES OF
OFFENSES.

STATE CRIMINAL RECORDS

STATE CRIMINAL RECORDS IN TEXAS ARE MAINTAINED PRIMARILY BY THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY AND INCLUDE
OFFENSES COMMITTED UNDER TEXAS STATE LAW. THESE RECORDS COVER MOST CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES SUCH AS THEFT,



ASSAULT, DRUG OFFENSES, AND TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS HANDLED AT THE STATE AND LOCAL LEVELS.

FeperAL CRIMINAL RECORDS

FEDERAL CRIMINAL RECORDS INVOLVE VIOLATIONS OF FEDERAL LAW AND ARE MAINTAINED BY FEDERAL AGENCIES SUCH AS THE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (FBI). THESE RECORDS INCLUDE OFFENSES LIKE FEDERAL DRUG TRAFFICKING, IMMIGRATION
VIOLATIONS, AND WHITE-COLLAR CRIMES. OBTAINING FEDERAL CRIMINAL HISTORY REQUIRES SEPARATE PROCEDURES, OFTEN
INVOLVING FINGERPRINT SUBMISSION TO THE FBI.

COoRRECTING ERRORS IN CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORTS

ERRORS IN CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORTS TEXAS CAN OCCUR DUE TO MISTAKEN IDENTITY, OUTDATED INFORMATION, OR CLERICAL
MISTAKES. |T IS CRUCIAL TO ADDRESS THESE INACCURACIES PROMPTLY TO PREVENT ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES IN EMPLOYMENT,
LEGAL MATTERS, OR PERSONAL REPUTATION.

STers To CorReCT ERRORS

INDIVIDUALS WHO IDENTIFY ERRORS IN THEIR CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT SHOULD FOLLOW THESE STEPS:

1. OBTAIN A COPY OF THE REPORT TO REVIEW ALL DETAILS CAREFULLY.

2. CONTACT THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY OR THE REPORTING AGENCY TO FILE A DISPUTE.
3. PROVIDE SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION SUCH AS COURT ORDERS, IDENTIFICATION, OR AFFIDAVITS.

4. REQUEST AN OFFICIAL CORRECTION OR UPDATE TO THE RECORDS.

5. FoLLOW UP TO ENSURE THE CHANGES HAVE BEEN IMPLEMENTED.

TIMELY CORRECTION OF ERRORS HELPS MAINTAIN AN ACCURATE CRIMINAL RECORD AND PROTECTS INDIVIDUALS FROM UNJUST
TREATMENT BASED ON INCORRECT INFORMATION.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

How CAN | OBTAIN A CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT IN TEXAS?

YOU CAN OBTAIN A CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT IN TEXAS BY SUBMITTING A REQUEST THROUGH THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF
PusLic SAFETY (DPS) CrIME RECORDS SERVICE EITHER ONLINE, BY MAIL, OR IN PERSON. Y OU WILL NEED TO PROVIDE YOUR
FINGERPRINTS AND PAY A PROCESSING FEE.

\W/HAT INFORMATION IS INCLUDED IN A TEXAS CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT?

A TEXAS CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT TYPICALLY INCLUDES AN INDIVIDUAL'S ARRESTS, CHARGES, CONVICTIONS, SENTENCING
INFORMATION, AND SOMETIMES INCARCERATION RECORDS WITHIN THE STATE OF TEXAS.

CAN EMPLOYERS ACCESS MY CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT IN TEXAS?

YES, EMPLOYERS IN TEXAS CAN ACCESS YOUR CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT BUT USUALLY ONLY WITH YOUR WRITTEN CONSENT,



ESPECIALLY FOR POSITIONS THAT REQUIRE BACKGROUND CHECKS OR ARE REGULATED BY LAW.

How LONG DOES IT TAKE TO GET A CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT IN TEXAS?

THE PROCESSING TIME FOR A CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT IN TEXAS CAN VARY BUT GENERALLY TAKES BETWEEN 7 To 14
BUSINESS DAYS IF REQUESTED BY MAIL. ONLINE REQUESTS MAY BE PROCESSED FASTER.

ARE JUVENILE RECORDS INCLUDED IN THE TEXAS CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT?

JUVENILE RECORDS ARE GENERALLY CONFIDENTIAL IN TEXAS AND ARE NOT INCLUDED IN ADULT CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORTS
UNLESS THE INDIVIDUAL WAS CHARGED AS AN ADULT OR THE COURT ORDERS OTHERW!ISE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. Texas CrRIMINAL HisTorRY Recorps: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

THIS BOOK OFFERS AN IN-DEPTH EXPLORATION OF HOW CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORDS ARE COMPILED AND MAINTAINED IN TEXAS.
IT COVERS THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK, THE AGENCIES INVOLVED, AND THE PROCESS FOR ACCESSING THESE RECORDS. READERS WILL
GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE IMPORTANCE OF THESE REPORTS FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT, EMPLOYERS, AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC.

2. UNDERSTANDING THE TEXAS CRIME REPORT SYSTEM

FOCUSING ON THE CRIME REPORTING MECHANISMS IN TEXAS, THIS BOOK EXPLAINS HOW CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES ARE DOCUMENTED
AND TRACKED ACROSS THE STATE. |T DISCUSSES THE ROLE OF LOCAL POLICE DEPARTMENTS, THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC SAFETY, AND OTHER ENTITIES IN CREATING ACCURATE CRIME REPORTS. THE BOOK ALSO ADDRESSES CHALLENGES IN DATA
COLLECTION AND REPORTING.

3. THe HisTorY oF CrIME IN TEXAS: FrROM FRONTIER TO MoDERN DAY

THIS HISTORICAL ACCOUNT TRACES THE EVOLUTION OF CRIME AND LAW ENFORCEMENT IN TEXAS FROM ITS EARLY DAYS AS A
FRONTIER STATE TO THE PRESENT. |T HIGHLIGHTS NOTABLE CASES, CHANGES IN CRIMINAL LAWS, AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
TEXAS CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. READERS WILL APPRECIATE THE CONTEXT BEHIND CONTEMPORARY CRIMINAL HISTORY
REPORTS.

4. ACCESSING AND INTERPRETING TEXAS CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS

DESIGNED FOR EMPLOYERS, LANDLORDS, AND INDIVIDUALS, THIS GUIDE EXPLAINS HOW TO OBTAIN AND UNDERSTAND CRIMINAL
BACKGROUND CHECKS IN TEXAS. |IT COVERS LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS, PRIVACY ISSUES, AND THE PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS OF
CRIMINAL HISTORY INFORMATION. THE BOOK ALSO PROVIDES TIPS FOR INTERPRETING RECORDS ACCURATELY TO MAKE INFORMED
DECISIONS.

5. TexAs CRIME STATISTICS AND THEIR IMPACT ON PuBLIC PoLicy

THIS BOOK ANALYZES CRIME DATA COLLECTED IN TEXAS AND EXPLORES HOW THESE STATISTICS INFLUENCE STATE AND LOCAL
POLICIES. |T EXAMINES TRENDS IN VARIOUS TYPES OF CRIME AND DISCUSSES THE EFFECTIVENESS OF DIFFERENT CRIMINAL JUSTICE
INITIATIVES. POLICYMAKERS, RESEARCHERS, AND STUDENTS WILL FIND VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
CRIME REPORTS AND POLICY-MAKING.

6. LEGAL RIGHTS AND CRIMINAL RECORDS IN TEXAS

FOCUSING ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS WITH CRIMINAL RECORDS, THIS BOOK EXPLAINS TEXAS LAWS REGARDING RECORD
SEALING, EXPUNGEMENT, AND DISCLOSURE. |T OFFERS GUIDANCE ON NAVIGATING THE LEGAL SYSTEM TO PROTECT ONE'S RIGHTS
AND IMPROVE OPPORTUNITIES DESPITE A CRIMINAL HISTORY. THE BOOK IS A RESOURCE FOR LAWYERS, ADVOCATES, AND
AFFECTED INDIVIDUALS.

7. TECHNOLOGY AND THE EvoLUTION oF CRIMINAL RECORDS IN TEXAS

THIS TITLE EXPLORES HOW ADVANCEMENTS IN TECHNOLOGY HAVE TRANSFORMED THE MAINTENANCE AND ACCESSIBILITY OF
CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORDS IN TEXAS. |T DISCUSSES DIGITAL DATABASES, BIOMETRIC DATA, AND THE ROLE OF THE INTERNET IN
DISSEMINATING CRIMINAL INFORMATION. THE BOOK ALSO ADDRESSES CONCERNS RELATED TO CYBERSECURITY AND DATA
ACCURACY.

8. CAse STupiES IN TEXAS CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORTING
THROUGH DETAILED CASE STUDIES, THIS BOOK ILLUSTRATES REAL-WORLD EXAMPLES OF HOW CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORTS ARE



USED IN VARIOUS CONTEXTS WITHIN TEXAS. |T COVERS LAW ENFORCEMENT INVESTIGATIONS, COURT PROCEEDINGS, AND
EMPLOYMENT SCREENINGS. READERS WILL GAIN A PRACTICAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE SIGNIFICANCE AND IMPACT OF THESE
REPORTS.

Q. CRIMINAL_JUSTICE PROCEDURES AND RECORD KEEPING IN TEXAS

THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN OVERVIEW OF THE PROCEDURAL ASPECTS OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE IN TEXAS, EMPHASIZING RECORD KEEPING
AT DIFFERENT STAGES OF THE PROCESS. |T EXPLAINS HOW ARRESTS, CHARGES, CONVICTIONS, AND CORRECTIONS ARE
DOCUMENTED AND HOW THIS INFORMATION FLOWS BETWEEN AGENCIES. THE BOOK IS IDEAL FOR STUDENTS AND PROFESSIONALS
SEEKING TO UNDERSTAND THE ADMINISTRATIVE SIDE OF CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORTING.
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