
cristin terrill all our yesterdays
cristin terrill all our yesterdays is a captivating science fiction novel
that explores time travel, paradoxes, and the consequences of altering
history. Written by Cristin Terrill, this book has garnered attention for its
innovative narrative structure and thought-provoking themes. The story delves
into complex characters caught in a temporal web where past, present, and
future collide. This article provides an in-depth overview of Cristin
Terrill’s acclaimed novel, examining its plot, themes, characters, and
reception in the literary world. Additionally, it highlights the author’s
style and the broader significance of “All Our Yesterdays” within the science
fiction genre. Readers interested in time travel stories and speculative
fiction will find valuable insights here. The following sections break down
the novel’s key aspects for a comprehensive understanding.
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Overview of "All Our Yesterdays"
"All Our Yesterdays" is a debut novel by Cristin Terrill that combines
elements of young adult fiction with complex science fiction concepts. The
story centers around a dystopian future where time travel becomes a desperate
means to escape impending doom. Terrill’s novel stands out for its seamless
blending of emotional depth and intricate plot mechanics, making it a unique
contribution to contemporary science fiction. The title itself hints at the
exploration of past events influencing present circumstances, a core aspect
of the narrative.

Genre and Style
The novel fits within the science fiction and young adult genres,
characterized by a fast-paced plot and emotionally resonant themes. Cristin



Terrill employs a clear, compelling writing style that balances technical
explanations of time travel with character-driven storytelling. Her approach
ensures accessibility for readers unfamiliar with complex sci-fi while still
appealing to genre enthusiasts.

Publication and Reception
Published by Disney-Hyperion in 2013, "All Our Yesterdays" quickly gained
positive reviews for its originality and engaging narrative. Critics have
praised Terrill’s skill in handling time travel paradoxes without sacrificing
character development or emotional stakes. The novel has been recognized in
several literary circles and remains popular among readers seeking
intelligent and heartfelt speculative fiction.

Plot Summary and Structure
The plot of "All Our Yesterdays" revolves around Em and her struggle to
survive after a catastrophic event threatens humanity’s future. The story
unfolds in multiple timelines, primarily focusing on Em’s present and her
grandfather’s past, both connected through time travel. The narrative
structure is non-linear, reflecting the complexities of the time loops and
paradoxes central to the plot.

Key Plot Points
Em discovers a secret organization that uses time travel to send people back
to a specific point in history known as Yesterday. The goal is to preserve
humanity by escaping a global disaster expected to occur in the future.
Throughout the novel, Em grapples with the moral implications of altering the
past and the unintended consequences that arise. The tension escalates as
characters confront their past decisions and face an uncertain future shaped
by their actions.

Narrative Techniques
Cristin Terrill employs alternating perspectives and timelines to build
suspense and deepen the reader’s understanding of the story’s temporal
mechanics. Flashbacks and time shifts are used effectively to create a
layered narrative that challenges perceptions of cause and effect. This
structure enhances the thematic focus on memory, history, and destiny.

Main Characters and Character Development
The strength of "All Our Yesterdays" lies not only in its inventive plot but



also in its well-developed characters. Cristin Terrill crafts
multidimensional protagonists whose personal journeys intertwine with the
broader sci-fi elements. The characters’ growth is integral to the emotional
impact of the novel.

Em
Em is the story’s central character, a resilient and resourceful young woman
determined to change the course of history. Her motivations are driven by
loss and hope, making her a relatable and compelling figure. Em’s evolution
throughout the novel reflects themes of responsibility and sacrifice.

Carson
Carson, Em’s grandfather, plays a pivotal role in the narrative’s past
timeline. His experiences illuminate the origins of the time travel
technology and the ethical dilemmas involved. Carson’s perspective adds depth
to the story’s exploration of legacy and the consequences of one’s choices.

Supporting Characters
The novel features a cast of supporting characters who contribute to the
plot’s complexity and emotional resonance. These include members of the
secret organization, family members, and antagonists whose motivations
intersect with Em and Carson’s journeys.

Themes and Motifs
"All Our Yesterdays" explores several profound themes that resonate beyond
its science fiction framework. Cristin Terrill uses motifs such as time,
memory, and fate to examine human nature and the impact of individual actions
on collective history.

Time Travel and Paradoxes
The novel’s central theme is time travel and its paradoxical effects. Terrill
delves into the challenges of altering past events and the ripple effects on
the present and future. This theme raises questions about determinism, free
will, and the ethical responsibilities tied to manipulating time.

Memory and Loss
Memory plays a crucial role in the characters’ motivations and emotional



states. The novel addresses how memories shape identity and influence
decisions, especially when characters confront painful losses and the desire
to change history.

Hope and Survival
Despite the dystopian setting, "All Our Yesterdays" carries an underlying
message of hope and the human will to survive. The characters’ efforts to
preserve their existence and build a better future highlight resilience and
courage.

Author Background: Cristin Terrill
Cristin Terrill is an American author known for her work in young adult and
science fiction genres. "All Our Yesterdays" marked her debut novel and
established her as a fresh voice in speculative fiction. Terrill combines
scientific concepts with emotional storytelling, creating narratives that
appeal to a broad audience.

Career and Writing Style
Before publishing "All Our Yesterdays," Terrill worked in the entertainment
industry, which influenced her narrative pacing and character development.
Her writing style is characterized by clarity, emotional depth, and careful
attention to plot dynamics, particularly involving complex scientific ideas.

Other Works
Following the success of her debut, Cristin Terrill has continued to write
novels that explore intriguing themes within speculative and young adult
fiction. Her works often feature strong female protagonists and innovative
storytelling techniques.

Reception and Critical Analysis
"All Our Yesterdays" received favorable reviews from critics and readers
alike, noted for its originality and thoughtful approach to time travel
narratives. Reviewers have highlighted Terrill’s ability to maintain suspense
while addressing philosophical questions about time and morality.



Critical Praise
The novel has been praised for:

Its innovative narrative structure and pacing

Complex character development and emotional resonance

Clear and accessible explanation of scientific concepts

Exploration of ethical dilemmas associated with time travel

Reader Reception
Readers have responded positively to the book’s blend of action, romance, and
intellectual stimulation. Many appreciate the novel’s unpredictability and
the depth of its central characters, making it a popular choice among young
adult and science fiction fans.

Impact on Science Fiction Literature
"All Our Yesterdays" contributes significantly to the landscape of
contemporary science fiction, particularly in the subgenre of time travel
narratives. Cristin Terrill’s approach challenges traditional tropes by
integrating emotional complexity with scientific plausibility.

Innovation in Time Travel Storytelling
The novel’s treatment of temporal mechanics and paradoxes offers a fresh
perspective that has influenced other writers and expanded the possibilities
within the genre. Its emphasis on character-driven storytelling sets it apart
from more concept-heavy time travel tales.

Influence on Young Adult Science Fiction
By merging speculative ideas with relatable protagonists, Terrill has helped
bridge the gap between genre fiction and mainstream young adult literature.
"All Our Yesterdays" exemplifies how science fiction can address universal
themes through accessible narratives.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Cristin Terrill, the author of 'All Our
Yesterdays'?
Cristin Terrill is an American author known for her young adult novels,
including 'All Our Yesterdays,' which blends science fiction and thriller
elements.

What is the main plot of 'All Our Yesterdays' by
Cristin Terrill?
'All Our Yesterdays' follows Em and her friends as they navigate a dystopian
future where time travel is possible, trying to prevent the apocalypse and
uncover hidden truths.

What genre does 'All Our Yesterdays' belong to?
'All Our Yesterdays' is a young adult science fiction novel with elements of
thriller and dystopia.

Is 'All Our Yesterdays' by Cristin Terrill part of a
series?
No, 'All Our Yesterdays' is a standalone novel, although it has a sequel
titled 'Tomorrow and Tomorrow,' continuing the story.

What themes are explored in 'All Our Yesterdays'?
The novel explores themes such as time travel, friendship, survival, the
consequences of choices, and the struggle to change a doomed future.

How has 'All Our Yesterdays' been received by
readers and critics?
'All Our Yesterdays' has been praised for its fast-paced plot, complex
characters, and unique take on time travel, making it a favorite among young
adult readers.

Where can I buy or read 'All Our Yesterdays' by
Cristin Terrill?
'All Our Yesterdays' is available for purchase at major bookstores, online
retailers like Amazon, and in digital formats such as Kindle and audiobook
platforms.



What inspired Cristin Terrill to write 'All Our
Yesterdays'?
Cristin Terrill has mentioned in interviews that her interest in time travel
and the impact of choices inspired her to write 'All Our Yesterdays,'
blending suspense with emotional depth.

Are there any adaptations of 'All Our Yesterdays'?
As of now, there are no official film or television adaptations of 'All Our
Yesterdays,' but its cinematic storytelling has sparked interest for
potential future adaptations.

What age group is 'All Our Yesterdays' appropriate
for?
'All Our Yesterdays' is primarily targeted at young adult readers, generally
suitable for ages 14 and up due to its themes and suspenseful content.

Additional Resources
1. All Our Yesterdays by Cristin Terrill
A gripping time-travel thriller, this novel follows Em and Finn as they
attempt to change the past to prevent a dystopian future. The story explores
themes of love, sacrifice, and the consequences of altering time. With its
fast-paced plot and emotional depth, it keeps readers on the edge of their
seats.

2. The Future of Us by Jay Asher and Carolyn Mackler
Set in the late 1990s, two teenagers discover their future Facebook profiles
and see how their lives will turn out. This novel blends nostalgia with a
compelling exploration of fate and choice. It’s a thoughtful look at how
small decisions can shape a lifetime.

3. Before I Fall by Lauren Oliver
After dying in a car accident, Samantha relives the same day over and over,
discovering secrets about herself and those around her. This story delves
into themes of redemption, self-discovery, and the impact one day can have.
It’s a poignant and suspenseful young adult novel.

4. Timebound by Rysa Walker
This novel follows a teenager who discovers she can travel through time and
must prevent a catastrophic change in history. It combines historical events
with science fiction elements, creating an engaging and complex narrative.
The protagonist’s journey is filled with twists and moral dilemmas.

5. Replay by Ken Grimwood
After dying, the protagonist finds himself reliving his life repeatedly, each



time with the knowledge of his past experiences. This thought-provoking novel
explores the possibilities and limitations of changing one’s destiny. It’s a
classic that questions the nature of time and existence.

6. Time after Time by Lisa Grunwald
A romantic time-travel story where the heroine moves back to the 1930s and
falls in love with a man from the past. The novel beautifully weaves
historical details with emotional storytelling. It’s a tale of love
transcending time and the choices that come with it.

7. The First Fifteen Lives of Harry August by Claire North
Harry August is born, lives, dies, and is reborn into the same life with full
knowledge of his previous lives. This novel explores the implications of
eternal recurrence and the moral questions it raises. It’s a clever blend of
science fiction and philosophical inquiry.

8. Time Traveler’s Wife by Audrey Niffenegger
A unique love story about a man who involuntarily travels through time and
his wife who must cope with his unpredictable disappearances. The narrative
explores themes of love, loss, and the challenges of a non-linear
relationship. It’s both heartbreaking and beautifully written.

9. Before the Coffee Gets Cold by Toshikazu Kawaguchi
Set in a small Tokyo café where patrons can travel back in time, this novel
explores the lives of several characters seeking closure or answers. The
limited time travelers have to change the past adds emotional weight to their
stories. It’s a gentle, reflective book about regret and hope.

Cristin Terrill All Our Yesterdays

Cristin Terrill All Our Yesterdays

Related Articles
create your own vocabulary worksheets
cpc exam cheat sheet
crime and puzzlement solutions

Back to Home

https://sensei.study/archive-ga-23-15/cristin-terrill-all-our-yesterdays.pdf
https://sensei.study/archive-ga-23-15/create-your-own-vocabulary-worksheets.pdf
https://sensei.study/archive-ga-23-15/cpc-exam-cheat-sheet.pdf
https://sensei.study/archive-ga-23-15/crime-and-puzzlement-solutions.pdf
https://sensei.study

