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The Comprehensive Test of Phonological Processing, Second Edition (CTOPP 2), is an essential tool
used by educators and clinicians to assess an individual's phonological processing abilities. These
abilities play a crucial role in reading and spelling development. The CTOPP 2 not only measures
phonological awareness but also provides insights into a person’s ability to manipulate sounds and
understand the structure of language. This article delves into the CTOPP 2 scoring manual,
explaining the components, scoring procedures, interpretation of results, and applications of the
assessment.

Overview of CTOPP 2

The CTOPP 2 is designed for individuals aged 4 to 24 years and comprises three primary subtests:

1. Phonological Awareness: This subtest evaluates the individual's ability to recognize and
manipulate sounds in words.

2. Phonological Memory: This assesses the capacity to hold verbal information in memory
temporarily.

3. Rapid Naming: This measures the speed at which an individual can name a series of familiar
items.

The test is crucial for identifying students with reading disabilities and for developing effective
interventions.

Administration of CTOPP 2

Before scoring, it is vital to administer the CTOPP 2 accurately. The test manual provides detailed
instructions on how to conduct each subtest. Here are some key points for administering the test:

Preparation

- Ensure that the testing environment is quiet and free of distractions.

- Gather all necessary materials, including the test kit, scoring sheets, and any required recording
devices.

- Familiarize yourself with the test structure and scoring criteria.

Testing Procedure

- Begin by explaining the purpose of the test to the individual in a manner appropriate for their age.



- Administer each subtest according to the standardized instructions.
- Monitor the individual’s engagement, providing encouragement as needed, without leading them to
the correct answers.

Scoring the CTOPP 2

Scoring the CTOPP 2 involves calculating raw scores from the responses given during the
assessment. Each subtest has specific scoring criteria that must be followed closely.

Raw Scores

- Phonological Awareness: Points are awarded for each correct response. Some items may have
different point values based on their complexity.

- Phonological Memory: The score is based on the number of items correctly repeated.

- Rapid Naming: The score is determined by the number of items named correctly within a set time
limit.

Standard Scores and Percentiles

Once raw scores are obtained, they can be converted into standard scores and percentiles using the
provided tables in the scoring manual. This process allows for age-equivalent comparisons.

- Standard Scores: Typically have a mean of 100 and a standard deviation of 15. A score between 85
and 115 is considered average.

- Percentiles: These scores indicate the percentage of the normative sample that scored below a
particular individual’s score.

Interpreting Scores

The interpretation of scores is a critical aspect of the CTOPP 2 scoring manual. Here’s a breakdown
of how to interpret the results:

1. Average Range (85-115): Indicates typical phonological processing abilities.

2. Below Average (<85): Suggests potential challenges in phonological processing, which may
require further assessment or intervention.

3. Above Average (>115): Reflects strong phonological skills, indicating that the individual may excel
in tasks involving reading and spelling.

Application of CTOPP 2 Results

CTOPP 2 results can guide various educational and clinical decisions. Here are some applications:



Identifying Learning Disabilities

- The CTOPP 2 is instrumental in diagnosing reading disabilities, including dyslexia. Identifying
specific areas of weakness can help tailor interventions.

Developing Intervention Plans

- Scores can inform educators and clinicians in developing personalized intervention strategies that
target identified weaknesses in phonological processing.

Monitoring Progress

- Regular re-assessment using the CTOPP 2 can help track an individual’s progress over time,
allowing for adjustments to intervention strategies as needed.

Research and Program Evaluation

- The CTOPP 2 can be used in research settings to evaluate the effectiveness of different educational
programs or interventions aimed at improving phonological processing.

Limitations of CTOPP 2

While the CTOPP 2 is a valuable assessment tool, it has its limitations:

Normative Sample Limitations

- The normative sample may not represent all cultural and linguistic backgrounds, which can impact
the applicability of results for diverse populations.

Test Administration Variability

- Variations in test administration can affect scores. It’s crucial to adhere strictly to the manual's
instructions to minimize this variability.

Overreliance on Test Scores

- Solely relying on CTOPP 2 scores can lead to an incomplete understanding of an individual’s



abilities. It’s essential to consider multiple sources of information, including qualitative assessments
and classroom performance.

Conclusion

The CTOPP 2 scoring manual is a vital resource for professionals working in educational and clinical
settings. Understanding its structure, scoring procedures, and interpretation of results can
significantly enhance the assessment process and lead to effective interventions for individuals with
phonological processing difficulties. As phonological processing is closely linked to literacy skills,
utilizing the CTOPP 2 can pave the way for improved educational outcomes and a better
understanding of an individual’s learning profile. It is essential for educators, psychologists, and
clinicians to remain informed about the application and interpretation of this assessment tool to
better serve their students and clients.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the CTOPP 2 scoring manual?

The CTOPP 2 scoring manual provides guidelines for scoring the Comprehensive Test of
Phonological Processing, Second Edition, which assesses an individual's phonological processing
abilities to inform educational interventions and support.

How is the CTOPP 2 scoring manual structured?

The CTOPP 2 scoring manual is structured to include an introduction to phonological processing,
detailed descriptions of the subtests, scoring procedures, interpretation of scores, and guidelines for
reporting results.

What are the key components of scoring in the CTOPP 2?

Key components of scoring in the CTOPP 2 include raw scores, scaled scores, index scores, and
percentile ranks, which help in evaluating the individual's performance against normative data.

How can educators use the CTOPP 2 scoring manual
effectively?

Educators can use the CTOPP 2 scoring manual effectively by following the scoring guidelines to
accurately assess students' phonological processing skills and to develop targeted instructional
strategies based on the results.

What are the common challenges in using the CTOPP 2
scoring manual?

Common challenges in using the CTOPP 2 scoring manual include understanding the nuances of



scoring procedures, interpreting results in the context of individual student needs, and ensuring
consistency in administration and scoring across different evaluators.
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