
cubes math strategy printable

Cubes math strategy printable resources are invaluable tools for educators, parents, and students alike. These
printables serve to simplify complex mathematical concepts and improve students’ problem-solving skills.
The Cubes strategy, which stands for Circle, Underline, Box, Evaluate, and Solve, provides a structured
approach to tackling word problems in mathematics. In this article, we will explore the components of the
Cubes strategy, its benefits, and how to effectively use printable materials in the classroom or at home.

Understanding the Cubes Strategy

The Cubes strategy is a multi-step approach designed to help students approach mathematical word
problems systematically. Each letter in "CUBES" corresponds to a specific action that guides students
through the problem-solving process:

C - Circle: Circle the important numbers and keywords in the problem. This helps students identify
the critical information needed to solve the problem.

U - Underline: Underline the question being asked. This allows students to focus on what they need
to find out.

B - Box: Box any math operation words (e.g., add, subtract, multiply, divide). Recognizing these
terms is crucial for determining the appropriate calculations to perform.

E - Evaluate: Evaluate what the problem is asking. This involves thinking through the problem and
considering possible strategies and solutions.

S - Solve: Finally, solve the problem using the information gathered from the previous steps. After
finding the solution, students should check their work for accuracy.

Benefits of Using the Cubes Strategy

Implementing the Cubes math strategy offers several advantages for students:



1. Improved Comprehension of Word Problems

Word problems can be daunting for many students, often leading to confusion and frustration. The Cubes
strategy breaks down the problem into manageable parts, allowing students to approach it with greater
confidence and clarity. By highlighting important information and the question, students can better
understand what is being asked of them.

2. Development of Critical Thinking Skills

The strategy encourages students to engage in critical thinking as they evaluate the problem and
determine the appropriate steps to solve it. This process fosters analytical skills, which are essential not just
in mathematics but across all academic disciplines.

3. Increased Problem-Solving Efficiency

With practice, students become more adept at using the Cubes strategy, allowing them to solve problems
more quickly and accurately. This efficiency can lead to improved performance on tests and assignments,
boosting students’ confidence in their math abilities.

4. Versatility Across Grade Levels

The Cubes strategy is suitable for a wide range of grade levels, from elementary to middle school.
Educators can adapt the strategy to meet the needs of their students, providing support as they develop
their problem-solving skills.

Creating and Using Cubes Math Strategy Printables

Printable resources can enhance the learning experience by providing students with tangible tools to apply
the Cubes strategy. Here are some suggestions for creating and using effective printables:

1. Designing the Printable

When creating Cubes math strategy printables, consider including the following elements:



Instructions: Clearly outline each step of the Cubes strategy, providing examples to illustrate the
process.

Space for Work: Provide ample space for students to write their notes, circle numbers, underline
questions, and perform calculations.

Practice Problems: Include a variety of word problems for students to apply the Cubes strategy,
ranging from easy to more challenging problems.

2. Incorporating Printables in the Classroom

To maximize the effectiveness of Cubes math strategy printables in the classroom, consider the following
approaches:

Introduce the Strategy: Begin by introducing the Cubes strategy to students through direct1.
instruction. Use a sample problem to demonstrate how to apply each step.

Distribute Printables: Hand out the printables and encourage students to follow along as they practice2.
with additional problems. This allows them to reference the strategy as they work.

Group Work: Organize students into small groups to solve problems together using the printables.3.
Collaboration can enhance understanding and foster discussion about different problem-solving
approaches.

Assessment: Use the printables as a formative assessment tool. Review students’ completed printables4.
to gauge their understanding of the Cubes strategy and identify areas for improvement.

3. Using Printables at Home

Parents can also use Cubes math strategy printables to support their children’s learning at home. Here are
some tips for effective home use:

Daily Practice: Set aside time each day for your child to work on Cubes printables. Consistent practice
will reinforce their understanding and build confidence.



Discussion: Discuss the problems with your child as they work. Ask guiding questions to encourage
them to think critically about the steps they are taking.

Celebrate Success: Celebrate your child’s achievements, no matter how small. Positive reinforcement
can motivate them to continue improving their math skills.

Conclusion

The cubes math strategy printable resources are essential for enhancing students' problem-solving abilities
in mathematics. By breaking down word problems into manageable steps, the Cubes strategy fosters
improved comprehension, critical thinking, and efficiency. With well-designed printables, educators and
parents can provide students with the necessary tools and support to navigate mathematical challenges
confidently.

Whether in the classroom or at home, utilizing Cubes printables is a powerful way to engage students in
mathematics and help them develop essential skills that will benefit them throughout their academic
journey. As students become more comfortable applying the Cubes strategy, they will not only excel in
math but also cultivate a positive attitude towards learning and problem-solving that will serve them well
in all areas of life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the cubes math strategy?
The cubes math strategy is a visual and structured approach to problem-solving that helps students break
down complex problems into manageable steps using the acronym CUBES: Circle the numbers, Underline
the question, Box the keywords, Evaluate the problem, and Solve and check.

How can I use a cubes math strategy printable in my classroom?
You can use a cubes math strategy printable by distributing it to students during math lessons, allowing
them to follow the steps as they solve word problems, and using it as a reference tool during independent
work or tests.

Where can I find free cubes math strategy printables?
Free cubes math strategy printables can often be found on educational websites, teacher resource blogs, and
platforms like Teachers Pay Teachers or Pinterest where educators share their resources.



What grade levels benefit from using the cubes math strategy?
The cubes math strategy is primarily designed for elementary and middle school students, typically from
grades 2 to 6, as they begin to encounter more complex word problems.

How does the cubes strategy improve problem-solving skills?
The cubes strategy enhances problem-solving skills by providing a clear, step-by-step framework that
encourages students to think critically about the information presented in word problems and to
systematically analyze and solve them.

Can the cubes math strategy be used for subjects other than math?
While primarily focused on math, the cubes strategy can be adapted for other subjects that require critical
thinking and problem-solving, such as science or reading comprehension by following a similar breakdown
of information.

What materials are needed for implementing the cubes math strategy?
To implement the cubes math strategy, you typically need printed worksheets or printables that outline
the CUBES steps, writing materials, and possibly manipulatives for hands-on learning.

How can parents support their children using the cubes strategy at home?
Parents can support their children by reviewing the cubes strategy steps together, providing practice
problems, and encouraging their children to verbalize their thought processes while solving math
problems.

Are there any specific tips for teaching the cubes math strategy?
Some tips for teaching the cubes math strategy include modeling the process with various examples,
providing guided practice, and gradually encouraging students to use the strategy independently as they
gain confidence.

What challenges might students face when using the cubes strategy?
Students may initially struggle with fully understanding the components of the strategy, particularly in
identifying keywords or critically evaluating the problem, but with practice, most students can overcome
these challenges.
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