
dark they were and golden eyed
Dark They Were and Golden Eyed is a captivating short story penned by the renowned science
fiction writer, Ray Bradbury. First published in 1950 in the anthology "The Illustrated Man," this tale
explores themes of transformation, alienation, and the complex relationship between humanity and
the unknown. Through the lens of science fiction, Bradbury delves into the psychological and
emotional ramifications of a human family's encounter with an alien environment. This article will
analyze the key themes, characters, and motifs in the story, as well as its relevance in contemporary
discussions about identity and belonging.

Plot Summary

The narrative centers around the Bittering family, who relocate from Earth to Mars, seeking a fresh
start away from the chaos of their former life. The story begins with the family's arrival at their new
home, where they are filled with hope and excitement. However, as they settle into their Martian
environment, they begin to experience a gradual transformation, both physically and psychologically.

Initially, the Bitterings are portrayed as typical Earth inhabitants, with their desires and dreams
shaped by human experiences and societal norms. However, as time progresses, the Martian
environment begins to exert its influence on them, leading to a series of unsettling changes. The
family members start to adopt more alien traits, symbolized by their golden eyes, which signify their
growing connection to the Martian landscape.

Characters

The main characters in "Dark They Were and Golden Eyed" include:

1. Harry Bittering: The father and head of the family, Harry is initially resistant to the changes
occurring around him. He embodies the struggle between embracing the unknown and clinging to
familiar comforts.

2. Celia Bittering: Harry's wife, who experiences a shift in her identity as they adapt to their
surroundings. Her transformation reflects the broader theme of adaptability and resilience in the face
of change.

3. The Children: The Bittering children represent innocence and the natural tendency to embrace new
experiences. Their transformation is more pronounced, highlighting the ease with which youth can
adapt to new environments.

4. The Martians: Although not physically present in the story, the Martians are a significant presence,
representing the unknown and the alien nature of the environment the Bitterings are trying to
navigate.



Themes

Several central themes emerge throughout "Dark They Were and Golden Eyed," making it a rich
narrative for analysis.

Transformation and Identity

At its core, the story reflects the theme of transformation. The Bitterings' gradual shift from Earthlings
to Martians symbolizes the fluidity of identity and raises questions about what it means to be human.
As they adapt to their new environment, they lose their former identities, suggesting that identity is
not fixed but rather shaped by context and experience.

- Physical Transformation: The golden eyes of the Bittering family serve as a metaphor for their
transformation. As they become more attuned to Mars, their physical characteristics change,
signifying a deeper psychological metamorphosis.

- Psychological Transformation: The family's emotions and perceptions of reality shift dramatically.
The fear and anxiety they initially feel about their new home give way to acceptance and even
contentment, illustrating how environments can reshape human psychology.

Alienation and Belonging

The Bitterings' journey also highlights the theme of alienation. As they become more Martian, they
find themselves increasingly isolated from their Earthly roots. This alienation is multifaceted:

- Social Alienation: As the Bitterings change, they begin to feel disconnected from their former life on
Earth. The story suggests that the more they adapt to Mars, the more they lose their ties to humanity.

- Cultural Alienation: The shift from Earth to Mars represents a cultural displacement. The Bitterings
must navigate a new set of norms and values, which creates tension between their past identities and
their new reality.

Despite these feelings of alienation, the story ultimately suggests that belonging can be found even in
the most unfamiliar of environments. The Bitterings' transformation allows them to embrace their new
existence, suggesting that adaptability is a vital human trait.

Isolation vs. Community

Another important theme in the story is the tension between isolation and community. The Bitterings
start as a nuclear family, relying on each other for support as they navigate their new world. However,
as they undergo transformation, they begin to embody the Martian spirit, which is characterized by a
sense of unity with the environment.

- Isolation: The initial fear and uncertainty surrounding their new home lead to moments of profound



isolation. Harry's struggle to accept the changes around him symbolizes the human desire to maintain
control over one's identity.

- Community: As the Bitterings embrace their new existence, they find a sense of community within
the Martian landscape. This shift underscores the idea that connection can transcend traditional
human relationships, as they become part of the broader Martian ecosystem.

Motifs and Symbols

Bradbury employs several motifs and symbols throughout the story to reinforce its themes.

The Martian Landscape

The Martian landscape serves as a character in its own right, influencing the Bitterings'
transformation. The red soil, strange vegetation, and alien atmosphere symbolize the unknown and
the potential for change. As the Bitterings engage with their surroundings, they become increasingly
intertwined with the land, suggesting a deep connection between identity and environment.

Golden Eyes

The motif of golden eyes is central to the story. This physical change represents the family's evolution
into Martians and serves as a powerful symbol of their loss of humanity. The golden eyes evoke both
beauty and alienness, reflecting the duality of their transformation: they are becoming something
new while simultaneously losing their former selves.

Conclusion

"Dark They Were and Golden Eyed" is a thought-provoking exploration of transformation, identity, and
the complexities of belonging. Through the Bitterings' journey, Ray Bradbury challenges readers to
consider the fluidity of human identity and the impact of environment on our perceptions of self. As
the family adapts to their Martian surroundings, they embody the struggle between alienation and
community, emphasizing the resilience of the human spirit in the face of change.

As we continue to grapple with questions of identity and belonging in our increasingly interconnected
world, Bradbury's story remains relevant. It serves as a reminder that while we may be shaped by our
environments, our capacity for adaptation and transformation is what ultimately defines us. "Dark
They Were and Golden Eyed" invites readers to reflect on their own journeys and the ways in which
they navigate the complexities of identity in a world that is constantly evolving.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Dark They Were, and
Golden Eyed'?
The main themes include isolation, the effects of environment on human identity, and the conflict
between technology and nature.

How does the setting of Mars influence the characters in 'Dark
They Were, and Golden Eyed'?
The Martian setting serves as a catalyst for transformation, causing the characters to confront their
own humanity and the changes induced by their new environment.

What role does transformation play in the narrative of 'Dark
They Were, and Golden Eyed'?
Transformation is central to the narrative, as the characters undergo physical and psychological
changes that lead to a loss of their original identities and a deeper connection to Mars.

How does Ray Bradbury use symbolism in 'Dark They Were,
and Golden Eyed'?
Bradbury uses symbolism, such as the golden eyes representing a new perspective and
understanding, to highlight the profound changes the settlers experience on Mars.

In what ways does 'Dark They Were, and Golden Eyed' reflect
concerns about colonization and adaptation?
The story reflects concerns about colonization by showcasing the struggles of humans to adapt to a
foreign environment and the potential loss of their cultural identity in the process.
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