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Darth Bane is a pivotal character in the Star Wars universe, known primarily for his
implementation of the "Rule of Two" within the Sith order. This doctrine not only shaped the future
of the Sith but also significantly influenced the broader narrative of the Star Wars saga. This article
delves into the life of Darth Bane, the principles behind the Rule of Two, its impact on the Sith, and
the legacy that endures in the galaxy far, far away.

Who Was Darth Bane?

Darth Bane, originally named Dessel, was a Dark Lord of the Sith who lived approximately a
thousand years before the events of the films. He was born on the planet Apatros, where he grew up
in a harsh environment, working in a mining facility. His early life was marked by hardship, which
instilled in him a desire for power and revenge.

Bane's journey into the dark side began when he was introduced to the Sith during the New Sith
Wars, a period characterized by intense conflict between the Jedi and Sith. Attracted to the dark
side's promise of power, he eventually took on the name Darth Bane after slaying his first master,
demonstrating his ruthless ambition.

The Philosophy of the Sith

Darth Bane's time in the Sith Order revealed a fundamental flaw in their structure. The Sith were
numerous, leading to infighting and a lack of unity. This situation was counterproductive to their
ultimate goal of defeating the Jedi. Bane believed that the Sith needed to be restructured to become
more powerful and effective.

The Rule of Two

Bane's most enduring legacy is undoubtedly the establishment of the "Rule of Two." This doctrine
stipulated that there were always two Sith at any given time: a master and an apprentice. This
arrangement was designed to eliminate the internal conflict that plagued the Sith when they were
numerous. The Rule of Two had several key principles:

1. Elimination of Infighting: By limiting the number of Sith, Bane aimed to reduce the rivalry
that often led to their downfall.

2. Master and Apprentice Structure: The master would pass on knowledge and training to the
apprentice, ensuring the survival of Sith teachings.

3. Balance of Power: The master was always stronger than the apprentice, creating a dynamic
where the apprentice would eventually challenge the master to prove their worth.



Implementation of the Rule

Bane first implemented the Rule of Two after a devastating confrontation with the Jedi, where most
of the Sith were annihilated. Realizing that their numbers had led to their downfall, he selected a
single apprentice, Zannah, to carry on his legacy. This relationship exemplified the Rule of Two, as
Bane trained Zannah to become strong enough to eventually challenge him.

Impact on the Sith Order

The Rule of Two fundamentally changed the nature of the Sith Order. Here are some of the
significant impacts:

e Longevity: The Rule of Two allowed the Sith to survive through the ages. Each master and
apprentice lineage ensured that the dark side's teachings were preserved and passed down.

e Focus on Training: With only two Sith, the training could be more concentrated, leading to
more powerful and skilled Dark Lords.

e Strategic Planning: The limited number allowed for more strategic planning against the Jedi,
as the Sith could operate in secrecy and with greater cunning.

The Cycle of Master and Apprentice

The dynamic between the master and apprentice fostered a cycle of ambition and betrayal. Each
apprentice, driven by the desire for power, would eventually seek to overthrow their master,
perpetuating the cycle of Sith conflict. This endless cycle is best exemplified in the relationship
between Darth Bane and Darth Zannah, as well as later Sith Lords like Darth Sidious and Darth
Maul.

Darth Bane's Legacy

Darth Bane's influence extended far beyond his lifetime. His Rule of Two became a defining aspect
of the Sith philosophy and would shape the actions of future Sith Lords, including:

e Darth Sidious: The most infamous practitioner of the Rule of Two, Sidious manipulated the
galaxy's political landscape, leading to the fall of the Jedi Order.

e Darth Vader: As Sidious's apprentice, Vader's existence was a direct result of Bane's legacy,



even though he ultimately broke the cycle by turning against his master.

e The Rise of the First Order: The cyclical nature of Sith teachings and their conflict with the
Jedi persisted into the sequel trilogy, showcasing how Bane's influence lingered in the galaxy.

The Philosophical Implications of the Rule of Two

Bane's Rule of Two is not only a tactical structure but also a philosophical framework. It highlights
several aspects of power dynamics, ambition, and conflict. The following themes can be drawn from
the Rule of Two:

1. The Nature of Power: Bane believed that power must be sought and maintained through
strength and cunning, reflecting a Darwinian view of survival.

2. Conflict as a Catalyst for Growth: The inevitable conflict between master and apprentice is
seen as a necessary element of growth. Each confrontation is a test of strength and skill.

3. The Pursuit of Knowledge: The focus on knowledge transfer between master and apprentice
emphasizes the importance of wisdom and learning in the pursuit of power.

Conclusion

Darth Bane’s contribution to the Star Wars mythos through the Rule of Two is monumental. Not only
did it allow the Sith to survive and thrive in secrecy, but it also established a rich narrative of
ambition, betrayal, and the quest for power that resonates throughout the entire saga. His legacy
continues to echo in the actions of future Sith Lords and remains a central theme in the ongoing
conflict between the light and dark sides of the Force.

As fans continue to explore the depths of the Star Wars universe, the story of Darth Bane serves as a
reminder of the complexities of power and the dark allure of ambition that can lead even the
strongest beings down a path of destruction. The Rule of Two, thus, stands not just as a guideline for
the Sith but as a philosophical exploration of the nature of darkness itself.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Rule of Two established by Darth Bane?

The Rule of Two is a Sith philosophy created by Darth Bane that dictates there should only be two
Sith at any given time: a master to embody power and an apprentice to crave it. This was designed
to prevent infighting among the Sith and ensure the survival of their order.



How did Darth Bane come to power in Star Wars lore?

Darth Bane rose to power after witnessing the destructive nature of the Sith during the New Sith
Wars. He survived the Jedi's attempts to exterminate the Sith and ultimately decided to reform the
Sith order by implementing the Rule of Two, which he believed would make the Sith stronger.

What are the key teachings of Darth Bane's philosophy?

Darth Bane taught that power and ambition are essential to the Sith. He emphasized the importance
of secrecy, manipulation, and the need for the Sith to remain hidden from the Jedi. His teachings
also stressed that the apprentice must eventually challenge the master to ensure the strongest
survive.

How does Darth Bane's Rule of Two affect the Sith's
relationship with the Jedi?

The Rule of Two creates a more strategic and covert approach to the Sith's conflict with the Jedi.
With only two Sith, they can operate in secrecy, allowing them to plan their moves without attracting
the Jedi's full attention, unlike the chaotic and more numerous Sith factions of the past.

In which Star Wars media is Darth Bane's story primarily
explored?

Darth Bane's story is primarily explored in the 'Darth Bane Trilogy' written by Drew Karpyshyn,
specifically in the novels 'Path of Destruction', 'Rule of Two', and 'Dynasty of Evil'. He also appears in
the animated series 'Star Wars: The Clone Wars' and is referenced in various other Star Wars media.

What legacy did Darth Bane leave in the Star Wars universe?

Darth Bane's legacy is significant as he fundamentally reshaped the Sith order with the Rule of Two.
His teachings and philosophy influenced future Sith Lords, including Darth Sidious, and laid the
groundwork for the Sith's resurgence in the events of the Star Wars saga.
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