DAVE EGGERS WHAT IS THE WHAT

WHAT IS THE WHAT BY DAVE EGGERS IS A COMPELLING NARRATIVE THAT INTERTWINES THE REALITIES OF WAR, MIGRATION,
AND RESILIENCE THROUGH THE EYES OF A YOUNG SUDANESE BOY NAMED V ALENTINO ACHAK DENG. THIS NOVEL, PUBLISHED IN
20006, 1S NOT ONLY A WORK OF FICTION BUT ALSO A POIGNANT EXPLORATION OF THE SUDANESE CIVIL W AR AND THE
EXPERIENCES OF THE LOST BOYS, A GROUP OF CHILDREN WHO WERE DISPLACED DUE TO THE CONFLICT. EGGERS® NARRATIVE
STYLE, WHICH COMBINES ELEMENTS OF AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND FICTION, OFFERS READERS A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE ON HUMAN
SUFFERING AND THE QUEST FOR IDENTITY.

BACKGROUND OF THE NOVEL

HisToricAL CONTEXT

WHAT 1S THE WHAT IS SET AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF THE SECOND SUDANESE CIVIL W/ AR, WHICH LASTED FROM 1983 TO
2005. THIS DEVASTATING CONFLICT LED TO THE DEATHS OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE AND DISPLACED COUNTLESS OTHERS. | HE
NARRATIVE FOCUSES ON THE JOURNEY OF V ALENTINO ACHAK DENG, WHO, LIKE MANY OTHER CHILDREN, WAS FORCED TO FLEE HIS
VILLAGE AFTER IT WAS ATTACKED. THE NOVEL CAPTURES THE HORRORS OF WAR, THE STRUGGLES OF SURVIVAL, AND THE HOPE
FOR A BETTER FUTURE.

AUTHOR’s MOTIVATION

DAVE EGGERS WAS INSPIRED TO WRITE THIS NOVEL AFTER MEETING V ALENTINO ACHAK DENG, A REAL-LIFE SURVIVOR OF THE
SUDANESE CIvIL W AR. THROUGH HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH DENG, EGGERS LEARNED ABOUT THE PROFOUND CHALLENGES FACED
BY THE LOST BOYS AND THE ENDURING SPIRIT OF THOSE WHO MANAGED TO ESCAPE THE VIOLENCE. EGGERS’ INTENTION WAS NOT
ONLY TO TELL A CAPTIVATING STORY BUT ALSO TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT THE PLIGHT OF REFUGEES AND THE ONGOING
ISSUES RELATED TO WAR AND DISPLACEMENT.

MAIN THEMES

W/HAT IS THE WHAT DELVES INTO SEVERAL SIGNIFICANT THEMES THAT RESONATE THROUGHOUT THE NARRATIVE:

IDENTITY AND BELONGING

ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT THEMES IN THE NOVEL IS THE STRUGGLE FOR IDENTITY. V ALENTINO GRAPPLES WITH HIS PAST, HIS
CULTURAL HERITAGE, AND HIS PLACE IN A WORLD THAT SEEMS INDIFFERENT TO HIS SUFFERING. AS HE NAVIGATES THROUGH
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES AND CULTURES, HIS QUEST FOR BELONGING BECOMES A CENTRAL PART OF HIS JOURNEY.

- CULTURAL DISPLACEMENT: V ALENTINO’S EXPERIENCES HIGHLIGHT THE CHALLENGES FACED BY REFUGEES IN RETAINING THEIR
CULTURAL IDENTITY WHILE ADAPTING TO A NEW ENVIRONMENT.

- PersoNAL GROWTH: THROUGHOUT THE STORY, V ALENTINO MATURES FROM A FRIGHTENED CHILD INTO A RESILIENT YOUNG
MAN WHO LEARNS TO CONFRONT THE CHALLENGES LIFE THROWS AT HIM.

SURVIVAL AND RESILIENCE



THE THEME OF SURVIVAL PERMEATES WHAT IS THE WHAT. VALENTINO’S JOURNEY IS FRAUGHT WITH PERIL, FROM THE DANGERS
OF THE WILDERNESS TO THE HARSH REALITIES OF REFUGEE CAMPS.

- PHYSICAL SURVIVAL: THE NOVEL VIVIDLY DEPICTS THE PHYSICAL CHALLENGES V ALENTINO FACES, INCLUDING HUNGER,
ILLNESS, AND THE CONSTANT THREAT OF VIOLENCE.

- EMOTIONAL RESILIENCE: BEYOND PHYSICAL SURVIVAL, THE NARRATIVE EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF EMOTIONAL STRENGTH.
V ALENTINO’S ABILITY TO MAINTAIN HOPE IN THE FACE OF DESPAIR IS A TESTAMENT TO THE HUMAN SPIRIT.

THe IMPACT oF W AR

EGGERS DOES NOT SHY AWAY FROM DEPICTING THE BRUTAL REALITIES OF WAR. THE NOVEL SERVES AS A STARK REMINDER OF
THE DEVASTATING EFFECTS OF CONFLICT ON CHILDREN AND COMMUNITIES.

- Loss AND GRIEF: V ALENTINO’S STORY IS MARKED BY PROFOUND LOSS, INCLUDING THE DEATHS OF FAMILY MEMBERS AND
FRIENDS, WHICH SHAPES HIS UNDERSTANDING OF THE \WORLD.

- W AR’S LEGACY: THE BOOK EXPLORES HOW THE SCARS OF WAR LINGER LONG AFTER THE FIGHTING HAS STOPPED, AFFECTING
INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES FOR GENERATIONS.

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

V ALENTINO ACHAK DENG IS A RICHLY DEVELOPED CHARACTER WHOSE JOURNEY RESONATES DEEPLY WITH READERS.

V ALENTINO’S JOURNEY

V ALENTINO’S CHARACTER ARC IS CENTRAL TO THE NARRATIVE. His EXPERIENCES, FROM A CAREFREE CHILD IN SUDAN TO A
TRAUMATIZED REFUGEE, ARE PORTRAYED WITH EMPATHY AND DEPTH.

- CHILDHOOD INNOCENCE: THE STORY BEGINS WITH V ALENTINO’S INNOCENT PERSPECTIVE, FILLED WITH DREAMS AND
ASPIRATIONS.

- TRANSFORMATION THROUGH TRAUMA: AS HE EXPERIENCES THE HORRORS OF WAR AND DISPLACEMENT, HIS CHARACTER
EVOLVES, REFLECTING THE IMPACT OF TRAUMA ON A YOUNG MIND.

SuPPORTING CHARACTERS

THE NOVEL FEATURES A CAST OF SUPPORTING CHARACTERS WHO ENRICH V ALENTINO’S STORY:
- OTHER LOST BoYs: VALENTINO’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH FELLOW REFUGEES HIGHLIGHT THE CAMARADERIE AND SHARED
EXPERIENCES AMONG THE LosT Boys.

- WESTERN CHARACTERS: ENCOUNTERS WITH \X/ESTERNERS, INCLUDING AID \WORKERS AND VOLUNTEERS, ILLUMINATE THE
COMPLEXITIES OF CULTURAL MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND THE CHALLENGES OF PROVIDING AID.

NARRATIVE STRUCTURE AND STYLE

WHAT IS THE WHAT EMPLOYS A UNIQUE NARRATIVE STRUCTURE THAT BLENDS DIFFERENT TIMELINES AND PERSPECTIVES.



FIRsT-PersoN NARRATIVE

EGGERS USES A FIRST-PERSON NARRATIVE, ALLOWING READERS TO INTIMATELY EXPERIENCE V ALENTINO’S THOUGHTS AND
EMOTIONS. THIS PERSPECTIVE DEEPENS THE READER'S CONNECTION TO THE CHARACTER AND ENHANCES THE EMOTIONAL IMPACT
OF THE STORY.

NONLINEAR T IMELINE

THE NOVEL’S NONLINEAR STRUCTURE WEAVES TOGETHER V ALENTINO’S PAST AND PRESENT, ILLUSTRATING HOW MEMORIES OF
TRAUMA AND LOSS SHAPE HIS CURRENT EXPERIENCES. T HIS TECHNIQUE:

- ENHANCES DEPTH: BY JUXTAPOSING V ALENTINO'S PAST AND PRESENT, EGGERS PROVIDES A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE
CHARACTER'S EMOTIONAL LANDSCAPE.

- REFLECTS MEMORY: THE FRAGMENTED STORY TELLING MIRRORS THE WAY TRAUMA AFFECTS MEMORY, SHOWING HOW PAST
EXPERIENCES CONTINUOUSLY INFLUENCE THE PRESENT.

CRITICAL RECEPTION AND IMPACT

W/HAT IS THE WHAT RECEIVED WIDESPREAD ACCLAIM FOR ITS POIGNANT STORYTELLING AND ITS UNFLINCHING PORTRAYAL OF
THE REALITIES FACED BY REFUGEES.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

THE NOVEL HAS GARNERED SEVERAL AWARDS AND NOMINATIONS, INCLUDING:

- AMERICAN Book AwARD: RECOGNIZED FOR ITS CONTRIBUTION TO LITERATURE AND ITS EXPLORATION OF IMPORTANT SOCIAL
ISSUES.

- FINALIST FOrR THE NATIONAL Book CriTIcS CIRCLE AWARD: ACKNOWLEDGED FOR ITS LITERARY MERIT AND COMPELLING
NARRATIVE.

SOCIETAL IMPACT

BEYOND LITERARY ACCOLADES, THE NOVEL HAS HAD A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON RAISING AW ARENESS ABOUT THE PLIGHT OF
REFUGEES AND THE ONGOING CONFLICTS IN SUDAN.

- EpucATIONAL USE: MANY EDUCATORS INCORPORATE THE BOOK INTO CURRICULA TO DISCUSS THEMES OF WAR, MIGRATION,
AND HUMAN RIGHTS.

- ADVOCACY AND FUNDRAISING: EGGERS” WORK HAS INSPIRED VARIOUS HUMANITARIAN INITIATIVES AIMED AT SUPPORTING
REFUGEES AND ADDRESSING THE ROOT CAUSES OF DISPLACEMENT.

CONCLUSION

IN WHAT IS THE \X/HAT/ DAVE EGGERS CREATES A POWERFUL NARRATIVE THAT TRANSCENDS THE BOUNDARIES OF FICTION AND
AUTOBIOGRAPHY, OFFERING READERS AN UNFILTERED VIEW OF THE EXPERIENCES OF A YOUNG REFUGEE. THROUGH V ALENTINO
ACHAK DENG)SJOURNEY, EGGERS ILLUMINATES THE THEMES OF IDENTITY, SURVIVAL, AND THE ENDURING IMPACT OF WAR. THiS
NOVEL NOT ONLY SERVES AS A TESTAMENT TO HUMAN RESILIENCE BUT ALSO AS A CALL TO ACTION FOR A WORLD THAT OFTEN
TURNS A BLIND EYE TO THE SUFFERING OF OTHERS. BY ENGAGING WITH V ALENTINO’S STORY, READERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO



CONFRONT THE REALITIES OF DISPLACEMENT AND TO CULTIVATE EMPATHY FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY CONFLICT. IN DOING SO,
WHAT IS THE WHAT STANDS AS A VITAL CONTRIBUTION TO CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE AND HUMANITARIAN DISCOURSE.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE CENTRAL THEME OF 'WHAT Is THE WHAT' BY DAVE EGGERS?

THE CENTRAL THEME OF "W/HAT IS THE WHAT' REVOLVES AROUND THE EXPERIENCES OF SUDANESE REFUGEES, PARTICULARLY
THE STRUGGLES OF IDENTITY, DISPLACEMENT, AND RESILIENCE IN THE FACE OF BOTH PERSONAL AND COLLECTIVE TRAUMA.

How poes DAVE EGGERS BLEND FICTION AND NON-FICTION IN ‘\WHAT Is THE WHAT'?

DAVE EGGERS USES A NARRATIVE APPROACH THAT COMBINES FACTUAL ACCOUNTS OF V ALENTINO ACHAK DENG'S LIFE WITH
FICTIONAL ELEMENTS TO CREATE A COMPELLING AND IMMERSIVE STORY, HIGHLIGHTING THE HARSH REALITIES OF THE SUDANESE
CIVIL WAR WHILE ALSO EXPLORING UNIVERSAL THEMES OF HOPE AND SURVIVAL.

\WHAT ROLE DOES VALENTINO ACHAK DENG PLAY IN "\WHAT IS THE WHAT'?

V ALENTINO ACHAK DENG IS BOTH THE PROTAGONIST AND A REAL-LIFE FIGURE WHOSE STORY IS TOLD IN "W/HAT |s THE WHAT.'
HE SHARES HIS HARROWING JOURNEY FROM SUDAN TO THE UNITED STATES, ILLUSTRATING THE PLIGHT OF THE LOST BoYs oF
SUDAN AND THE CHALLENGES FACED BY REFUGEES.

\WHAT IMPACT DID '"WHAT IS THE WHAT' HAVE ON PUBLIC AWARENESS OF THE
SUDANESE REFUGEE CRISIS?

PusLISHED IN 2006, "WHAT Is THE WHAT SIGNIFICANTLY RAISED PUBLIC AWARENESS OF THE SUDANESE REFUGEE CRISIS BY
PERSONALIZING THE NARRATIVE THROUGH V ALENTINO'S STORY, PROMPTING DISCUSSIONS ABOUT HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND
THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY TOWARDS REFUGEES.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES ‘WHAT Is THE WHAT' ADDRESS THEMES OF CULTURAL IDENTITY?

THE NOVEL EXPLORES THEMES OF CULTURAL IDENTITY BY DEPICTING V ALENTINO'S STRUGGLES TO RECONCILE HIS SUDANESE
HERITAGE WITH HIS EXPERIENCES IN AMERICA, HIGHLIGHTING THE CHALLENGES OF ASSIMILATION, BELONGING, AND THE
PRESERVATION OF ONE'S CULTURAL ROOTS AMIDST DISPLACEMENT.
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