
dbq 13 start of the cold war answer
key

dbq 13 start of the cold war answer key is a crucial resource for students
seeking to understand the complex origins and dynamics of the Cold War
through a document-based question format. This answer key provides detailed
explanations and insights into the historical context, key events, and
ideological conflicts that marked the beginning of the Cold War period. By
using this resource, learners can deepen their comprehension of the political
tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union, the role of major
figures, and the global implications of their rivalry. The dbq 13 start of
the cold war answer key also aids in mastering document analysis and critical
thinking skills required for history examinations. This article will explore
the structure and content of the answer key, highlighting essential themes,
important documents, and methodological tips for effectively tackling the DBQ
on the Cold War's onset. Below is an outline of the main topics covered in
this comprehensive guide.

Overview of the Cold War Origins

Key Documents in DBQ 13

Analyzing the Perspectives

Strategies for Answering the DBQ

Common Themes and Historical Context

Overview of the Cold War Origins

The dbq 13 start of the cold war answer key begins with a thorough
explanation of the geopolitical and ideological factors that ignited the Cold
War. After World War II, the alliance between the United States and the
Soviet Union quickly deteriorated as both superpowers vied for global
influence. The answer key emphasizes the contrasting political
systems—capitalism versus communism—and differing visions for postwar
reconstruction. It outlines critical events such as the Yalta and Potsdam
Conferences, the division of Germany, and the emergence of nuclear arms
competition. This section establishes the foundation for understanding the
tensions that are reflected in the primary source documents featured in the
DBQ.

Post-World War II Power Vacuum

The collapse of Nazi Germany left a power vacuum in Europe, which the United
States and the Soviet Union sought to fill. The answer key explains how this
struggle for influence led to the division of Europe into Western and Eastern
blocs, each aligned with one superpower. The key concepts of spheres of
influence and containment policy are introduced to clarify the strategic
approaches adopted by both sides during the immediate postwar years.



Ideological Conflict

The ideological conflict between democracy and communism is a central theme
in the dbq 13 start of the cold war answer key. It carefully details how each
side viewed the other with suspicion and hostility, which fueled mutual
distrust. This ideological divide is critical to interpreting the documents
and understanding why diplomatic efforts often failed during this period.

Key Documents in DBQ 13

This section of the answer key provides a detailed breakdown of the primary
sources included in the DBQ 13 on the start of the Cold War. Each document is
analyzed for its historical significance, author’s perspective, and relevance
to the question. The documents range from speeches, political declarations,
to government policies, offering a multifaceted view of the early Cold War
period.

Examples of Primary Sources

Winston Churchill's "Iron Curtain" Speech – highlighting the emerging
division of Europe

The Truman Doctrine – outlining the U.S. policy of containment against
Soviet expansion

The Marshall Plan – economic aid program to rebuild Western Europe and
counter communism

Soviet responses to Western policies – illustrating Soviet defensive and
expansionist strategies

United Nations debates – reflecting international attempts to manage
Cold War tensions

Document Analysis Techniques

The answer key guides students in evaluating each document’s purpose,
audience, and point of view. It stresses the importance of corroborating
information across multiple sources and recognizing bias. By dissecting these
documents, students can better understand how the Cold War narrative was
constructed and how each side justified its actions.

Analyzing the Perspectives

Understanding the differing viewpoints presented in the DBQ 13 documents is
essential for a thorough response. The answer key highlights the contrasting
perceptions of the United States and the Soviet Union regarding security
concerns, ideological threats, and postwar goals. This section encourages
critical thinking about how historical context shapes interpretation.



American Perspective

The answer key explains that American policymakers viewed Soviet expansionism
as a direct threat to democracy and global stability. The United States aimed
to contain communism through economic aid, military alliances, and diplomatic
pressure. This perspective is evident in documents such as the Truman
Doctrine and Marshall Plan, which framed the Cold War as a moral and
ideological struggle.

Soviet Perspective

Conversely, the Soviet Union perceived Western actions as encroachment on its
security and ideological domain. The answer key discusses how Soviet leaders
justified their control over Eastern Europe as a defensive buffer zone
against potential aggression. Soviet propaganda and policy documents reveal a
narrative of protecting socialism and resisting capitalist encirclement.

Strategies for Answering the DBQ

The dbq 13 start of the cold war answer key offers practical strategies for
structuring a high-scoring essay response. It emphasizes the importance of a
clear thesis that addresses the prompt and integrates evidence from the
documents with relevant outside information. Time management and effective
organization are also discussed as vital components of success.

Thesis Development

Students are advised to craft a concise thesis statement that outlines their
argument about the causes and nature of the Cold War’s beginnings. The answer
key suggests linking the thesis to the central themes found in the documents,
such as ideological conflict and geopolitical rivalry, to create a cohesive
argument.

Using Evidence Effectively

The answer key recommends citing specific documents to support claims and
explaining their significance. It also encourages incorporating outside
knowledge, such as historical events or figures not included in the sources,
to enhance the essay’s depth. Balancing document analysis with contextual
information is key to demonstrating comprehensive understanding.

Organization Tips

Introduction with a strong thesis1.

Body paragraphs that group documents by theme or perspective2.

Clear topic sentences connecting evidence to the thesis3.

Conclusion that restates the thesis and summarizes main points4.



Common Themes and Historical Context

Finally, the dbq 13 start of the cold war answer key identifies recurring
themes that appear throughout the documents and the historical narrative.
Recognizing these themes helps students frame their essays within the broader
context of postwar international relations and ideological struggle.

Containment and Expansion

The policy of containment, aimed at preventing the spread of communism, is a
dominant theme. The answer key explains how this strategy shaped U.S. foreign
policy and provoked Soviet countermeasures. Understanding this dynamic
clarifies why early Cold War conflicts unfolded as they did.

Mutual Suspicion and Propaganda

Another theme is the pervasive mutual suspicion and use of propaganda by both
sides. The answer key discusses how each superpower portrayed the other as a
threat to its values and security, which exacerbated tensions and limited
diplomatic solutions.

Global Impact

The article also highlights how the Cold War’s origins influenced not just
Europe but regions worldwide, including Asia, the Middle East, and Latin
America. The answer key underscores the importance of recognizing this global
dimension when answering the DBQ to demonstrate a nuanced understanding of
Cold War complexities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is DBQ 13 in the context of the Cold War?

DBQ 13 refers to a Document-Based Question that focuses on the start of the
Cold War, requiring students to analyze historical documents to understand
the causes and early events of the conflict.

What are common themes addressed in the DBQ 13 Start
of the Cold War answer key?

Common themes include ideological differences between the US and USSR, the
Yalta and Potsdam Conferences, the Iron Curtain speech, the Truman Doctrine,
and the Marshall Plan.

How does the DBQ 13 answer key explain the role of



the Iron Curtain speech?

The answer key explains that Winston Churchill's Iron Curtain speech
highlighted the division of Europe and the increasing tensions between the
Western powers and the Soviet Union, marking a significant moment in the
start of the Cold War.

What documents are typically included in DBQ 13 about
the Start of the Cold War?

Documents often include excerpts from the Yalta Conference agreements, Truman
Doctrine speech, Stalin's writings, the Iron Curtain speech, and early Cold
War policy statements from the US and USSR.

How should students use the DBQ 13 answer key
effectively?

Students should use the answer key to understand how to analyze primary
sources, develop a coherent thesis, and support their arguments with evidence
from the documents.

What was the significance of the Truman Doctrine as
explained in the DBQ 13 answer key?

The Truman Doctrine is portrayed as a key policy that aimed to contain
communism by providing political, military, and economic assistance to
countries threatened by Soviet influence, marking a major step in the Cold
War.

How does the DBQ 13 answer key describe the impact of
the Marshall Plan?

It describes the Marshall Plan as an economic aid program that helped rebuild
Western European economies, preventing the spread of communism and
strengthening US alliances during the early Cold War.

What causes of the Cold War are highlighted in the
DBQ 13 answer key?

Causes include ideological conflicts between capitalism and communism,
mistrust and miscommunication between the US and USSR, competing postwar
goals, and the power vacuum in Europe after WWII.

How is the concept of containment explained in the
DBQ 13 Start of the Cold War answer key?

Containment is explained as the US strategy to prevent the spread of
communism beyond its existing borders through diplomatic, military, and
economic means, shaping much of American foreign policy during the Cold War.



Additional Resources
1. The Cold War: A New History
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the Cold War, detailing its
origins, key events, and global impact. It explains the ideological conflict
between the United States and the Soviet Union, highlighting the political,
military, and cultural tensions. The clear narrative helps readers understand
the start of the Cold War and its lasting effects on international relations.

2. Origins of the Cold War: 1941-1949
Focusing specifically on the formative years of the Cold War, this book
explores the immediate post-World War II period. It covers the breakdown of
the wartime alliance, the Truman Doctrine, and the Marshall Plan. The
detailed analysis sheds light on how early policies and events set the stage
for decades of East-West rivalry.

3. Understanding the Cold War: A Student’s Guide to DBQ 13
Designed as a companion for students tackling DBQ 13, this guide offers
essential background information and key document analysis related to the
start of the Cold War. It breaks down complex concepts into manageable
sections and provides sample answers to help students develop strong,
evidence-based responses.

4. The Iron Curtain and the Origins of the Cold War
This book examines Winston Churchill’s famous “Iron Curtain” speech and its
significance in escalating Cold War tensions. It discusses the division of
Europe and the contrasting political ideologies that deepened mistrust
between East and West. Readers gain insight into the symbolic and practical
beginnings of Cold War divisions.

5. Cold War Conflicts: From Containment to Confrontation
Covering the strategic policies employed by both superpowers, this volume
outlines the doctrine of containment and its implementation in various global
hotspots. It provides context for understanding early Cold War confrontations
and the rationale behind American and Soviet actions during the late 1940s
and early 1950s.

6. Document-Based Questions: Cold War Beginnings
This collection of primary source documents related to the start of the Cold
War is paired with analytical questions for students. It includes speeches,
government policies, and personal accounts that illustrate the complexity of
the era. The book supports critical thinking and historical interpretation
skills.

7. The Cold War: An International History
Offering a global perspective, this book explores how the Cold War influenced
countries beyond the US and USSR. It discusses the roles of Europe, Asia, and
the developing world in the early Cold War period. The text emphasizes
international diplomacy and the worldwide consequences of Cold War policies.

8. Truman and the Cold War: Policy and Power
Focusing on President Harry S. Truman’s leadership, this book analyzes his
administration’s response to Soviet expansionism. It details the Truman
Doctrine, the Berlin Airlift, and the establishment of NATO. Truman’s
strategies are portrayed as pivotal in shaping the early Cold War landscape.

9. Cold War Starter Pack: Key Events and Concepts
Ideal for beginners, this concise book summarizes the major causes and events
that led to the Cold War’s outbreak. It includes timelines, maps, and



glossary terms to clarify important concepts. The straightforward approach
makes it accessible for students preparing for exams or DBQ assignments.
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