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Death Du Jour is the gripping second novel in the Temperance Brennan series
by Kathy Reichs, a renowned forensic anthropologist and author. Released in
1999, this novel continues the journey of Dr. Brennan, who is not only a
forensic scientist but also a complex character navigating her personal and
professional life. With a blend of forensic science, mystery, and human
emotion, Reichs crafts a narrative that captivates readers while shedding
light on the darker aspects of the human condition. In this article, we will
explore the plot, characters, themes, and the critical reception of "Death Du
Jour," providing a comprehensive overview of this riveting installment in the
series.

Overview of the Plot

In "Death Du Jour," Temperance Brennan is called to investigate a series of
deaths that appear to be linked to a mysterious fire at a church in Montreal.
As she delves deeper into the case, she uncovers a web of deceit, betrayal,
and a quest for revenge. The narrative is meticulously crafted, intertwining
personal dilemmas with professional challenges, showcasing Reichs’ ability to
balance thrilling plot twists with character development.

Main Plot Points

1. The Church Fire: The story begins with a church fire that claims lives,
leading to the discovery of remains that require Brennan's expertise to
identify.
2. Unraveling the Mysteries: As Brennan investigates the identities of the
deceased, she finds connections to a cult and a series of bizarre deaths that
suggest a more sinister motive.
3. Personal Struggles: Alongside her professional challenges, Brennan
grapples with her personal life, including her relationships and her role as
a forensic scientist.
4. The Cult Connection: The investigation leads Brennan to a cult that
practices extreme beliefs, adding layers of complexity and danger to her
inquiry.
5. Climactic Revelations: As the plot unfolds, shocking revelations about the
motivations of the characters come to light, culminating in a suspenseful and
satisfying resolution.

Character Analysis

Kathy Reichs populates "Death Du Jour" with a cast of rich, multifaceted



characters. Each character serves a purpose in advancing the plot while
providing insights into the themes of the novel.

Temperance Brennan

Temperance Brennan is a strong, independent protagonist whose character is
defined by her intellect and determination. A forensic anthropologist with a
passion for her work, Brennan is also deeply affected by the cases she
investigates. Her character embodies resilience as she navigates the
complexities of her career and personal life.

- Strengths: Brennan’s scientific knowledge, ability to think critically, and
moral compass drive her actions throughout the book.
- Weaknesses: Her dedication to her work often leads to personal sacrifices,
reflecting the struggles many professionals face in balancing career and
personal life.

Supporting Characters

1. Ryan: Brennan's love interest and a police detective, Ryan adds a romantic
subplot that complicates Brennan's life further.
2. Claudette: A fellow forensic scientist who provides support and insight,
helping to highlight the collaborative nature of forensic investigations.
3. The Cult Members: The individuals associated with the cult are portrayed
as complex characters, often blurring the lines between victim and
perpetrator.

Themes Explored in the Novel

"Death Du Jour" delves into several significant themes that resonate
throughout the narrative, making it much more than just a mystery novel.

Forensic Science and Ethics

One of the central themes of the novel is the role of forensic science in
understanding death and truth. Reichs, drawing from her expertise,
illustrates how forensic anthropology can uncover hidden stories behind
remains. However, ethical dilemmas arise when science intersects with
morality.

- Scientific Integrity: Brennan faces challenges that test her commitment to
ethical standards in her profession.
- The Value of Life: The novel raises questions about how society values



life, particularly in the context of cults and extreme beliefs.

Isolation and Connection

Brennan’s journey often highlights the tension between isolation and the need
for human connection. As she immerses herself in her work, she risks
alienating those around her, particularly in her relationship with Ryan.

- Work vs. Relationships: The struggle to maintain personal relationships
while pursuing a demanding career is a significant aspect of Brennan's
character arc.
- Community and Belonging: The cult serves as a foil to Brennan’s life,
illustrating the extremes individuals will go to find belonging and
connection.

The Nature of Evil

The exploration of evil is another compelling theme in "Death Du Jour."
Through the lens of the cult and its practices, Reichs examines the
motivations behind heinous acts and the psychological factors that drive
individuals toward violence.

- Motivation Behind Actions: The novel challenges readers to consider the
complexities of human behavior and the factors that lead individuals to
commit atrocities.
- Redemption and Forgiveness: Throughout the narrative, characters grapple
with their past actions, seeking redemption in various forms.

Critical Reception

Upon its release, "Death Du Jour" was met with a positive reception,
solidifying Kathy Reichs’ reputation as a master of the forensic thriller
genre. Critics praised the novel for its intricate plotting, strong character
development, and authentic portrayal of forensic science.

Highlights from Reviews

- Character Depth: Many reviewers noted the depth of Brennan’s character and
her relatable struggles.
- Realistic Science: Reichs’ incorporation of forensic science was
highlighted as both educational and engaging, bringing authenticity to the
narrative.
- Suspenseful Plot: The pacing and suspense were frequently commended,



keeping readers on the edge of their seats.

Conclusion

"Death Du Jour" is more than just a forensic mystery; it is a profound
exploration of life, death, and the human condition. Kathy Reichs masterfully
weaves intricate plot lines with rich character development and compelling
themes, making this novel a standout in the Temperance Brennan series. As
readers follow Brennan through her harrowing investigations, they are invited
to ponder the ethical dilemmas of science, the complexities of human
connections, and the nature of evil itself. For fans of crime fiction and
forensic thrillers, "Death Du Jour" offers a captivating reading experience
that is both thrilling and thought-provoking, solidifying Kathy Reichs' place
in contemporary literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Death du Jour' about?
'Death du Jour' is a novel by Kathy Reichs that follows forensic
anthropologist Temperance Brennan as she investigates a series of mysterious
deaths linked to a religious cult.

Who is the main character in 'Death du Jour'?
The main character in 'Death du Jour' is Temperance Brennan, a forensic
anthropologist who uses her expertise to solve complex cases.

Is 'Death du Jour' part of a series?
Yes, 'Death du Jour' is the second book in the Temperance Brennan series,
following the first novel 'Deja Dead'.

What themes are explored in 'Death du Jour'?
'Death du Jour' explores themes of mortality, the conflict between science
and faith, and the impact of cults on individuals and society.

How has 'Death du Jour' been received by readers and
critics?
'Death du Jour' has been well-received, praised for its intricate plot,
character development, and Reichs' ability to weave forensic science into the
narrative.



Are there any adaptations of 'Death du Jour'?
While there has not been a direct adaptation of 'Death du Jour', the
character of Temperance Brennan was adapted into the popular TV show 'Bones',
which is based on Kathy Reichs' work.

What makes Kathy Reichs a notable author in the
crime fiction genre?
Kathy Reichs is notable for her expertise in forensic anthropology, which
adds authenticity to her writing, and she is also a best-selling author with
a strong following in the crime and thriller genres.
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